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Art. 1. Infiitutes, Political and Military. Written originally in the 
_ Mogul Language by the Great Timour, improperly called Tamer- 
lane: firit tranflated into Perfian by Aba faulib Alhuffeini, and 
thence into Englifh with Marginal Nates; by Major Davy, Per- 
fian Sectetary to the Commander in Chief of the Bengal Forces 
from the Year 1770 to 1773, and now Perfian Secretary to the 
Governor-General’ of Bengal. The original Perfian tranfcribed 
from a MS, in the Poffeflion of Dr. William Hunter, Phyfician Ex- 
traordinary to the Queen, F. R. and A,S. and of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences of Paris; and the whole Work publifhed with a 
Preface, Indexes, Geographical Nores, &c. &c.' By Jofeph White, 


B D. Fe!low of Wadham College, and Laudian Profeffor of Arabic. 


in the Univer‘ity of Oxford. gto. il, 11s. 6d. Boards. Oxford, 
at the Clarendon Prefs. London, Murray. 1783. 


|’, was rather an unhappy error in judgment, when a certain 
great Law Lord, high in the eftimation of the Public, 
thought it proper to point his fatire againft the Oxford-prefs for 
its patronage of oriental literature. When he pronounced that 
its exp§nfive publications in that branch of learning were ufe- 
lefs,—unbought, and unread, he certainly, in the firft inftance, 
everlooked the important commercial connection between this 
country and the Eaft; and did not perceive that the fecond con- 
tains in reality a fevere cenfure on thofe who ought to be the 
guardians and patrons of that commerce. As the French hath 
long been the general language of Europe, fo the Perfic is 
the general language of the Eaftern world; at leaft it is the 
language in which the bufinefs of the Eaft is generally 
conducted. A cultivation of the knowledge of that tongue is, 
on this account, entitled to the encouragement of whatever body 
of men may happen to prefide over the Britifh intercourfe with 


India ; and every individual who intends to be a refident.in that’ 
country, efpecially if he fhould have an ambition of diftinguifh= ~ 
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ing himfelf in any department of government, fhould make it 
an object of particular ftudy. The labours of Sir William 
Jones and Mr. Richardfon have tended greatly to facilitate this 
acquirement, fo neceflary for thofe who turn their views to the 
Eaft. And this late produ€tion of the Clarendon-prefs, now 
before us, is a moft valuable addition and auxiliary to thofe la. 
bours. In fome refpects it may be called a completion of them; 
for here, without a knowledge of the claffical languages, the 
young merchant and writer in India, may make himfelf mafter 
of the Perfic tongue :—the Perfic being printed on one page, and 
on the oppofite Major Davy’s tranflation, in eafy, perfpicuous, 
and elegant Englifh. 

Nor is this work more valuable as a Vade Mecum for the Perfic 
ftudent, than as a literary curiofity, highly meriting the at- 
tention of the hiftorian who would treat of the Eaft, and of the 
philofopher who would ftudy men and manners. Here we find 
the features of the GREAT T1MoUR, commonly called Tamer- 
lane, delineated by his own pen; and we become intimately ac- 
quainted with one of the moft fortunate, as well as one of the 
beft and braveft of conquerors. In his example we fee this 
maxim illuftrated, that to command himfelf is not only the 
greateft glory of the hero, but the fureft road to victory ; and 
that the monarch who mafters his paffions, eftablifhes his power. 
‘© Undoubtedly (fays Sir Walter Raleigh, in his hiftory of the 
world) there were ten thoufand in Alexander’s army poflefled of 
as much perfonal valour as Alexander himfelf.” Exalted abili- 
ties and perfonal intrepidity are certainly requifite to form the 
great commander ; but they are always found infufficient, when 
not attended by a conciliatory temper; a mind fuperiour to the 
weaknefs of -favouritifm ; and that felf-command which is the 
chief guardian of a fteady, determined, and dignified condud. 
To the want of thofe latter qualities the affaflination of Per- 
diccas, the braveft and moft fkilful of Alexander’s captains, may 
be attributed; and to the fame deficiency we may impute. thofe 
abortive expeditions which have tarnifhed the annals of Great 
Britain. That Tamerlane, with all the valour and abilities of 
a Perdiccas, was a ftranger to that depravity, that pride and in- 
folence, which ruined the Grecian hero, by rendering him odi- 
ous, and, at laft, intolerable to all men, appears evident from his 
writings. And he who bears a heart benevolent to mankind, 
muft be pleafed to find, in Timour, that felf-government, hu- 
manity, juftice, and piety, are qualities as effential to a great 
hero, as perfonal courage and political fagacity. The eftimate 
of the Tartar monarch muft not, however, be made by our mo- 
dern ideas of the juftice or injuftice of wars, any more than 
Ariftotle is to be condemned as an impious favage for maintain- 
ing, that the Greeks had a right to make war on barbarians, on 
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purpofe to civilize them. If Timour was ambitious in the ex- 
treme, he conceived that his conduct was fully juftified by his 
motives. He had the command of his prophet to propagate 
what he believed to be the religion of heaven ; and the huma- 
nity which he difplayed, and the happinefs which his conquefts, 
always accompanied with juftice, diffufed around him, confer an 
honour on his name, to which Cefar and our greateft weftern 
conquerors are not entitled. It is one of Timour’s maxims, 
that when a people are funk in corruption and irreligion, or 
become rebellious to their rulers, they ought to be invaded: it 
is evident, however, that he means—by a juf prince, But 
though we fee and confefs the dangerous latitude which this 
maxim may give to the worft tyrants, let us not condemn the 
Tartar prince, without including the Greek philofopher in the 
fame cenfure. 

That the Reader may judge both of the character of Timour, 
and the ftyle of the tranflation, we have felected the followin 
paflages, which may be given as an addition to the extracts al- 
ready made from his Inftitutes, in our account of Mr. White’s 
Specimen, &c. Sce Review for December, 1779, p. 451; 

Timour’s deliberate command of himfelf is con{picuous in the 
following declarations : 

‘ I kept my foldiers and my fubjeéts fafpended between hope and 
fear; and conducting myfelf towards my friends and my enemies 
with gentlenefs and with humanity, I either over-looked, or patiently 
bore with their words and their actions. 

‘ Whoever, whether friends or enemies, fled unto me for protec- 
tion; if they were friends, I treated them in fuch fort as tended to 
increafe their friendfhip; and if they were enemies, I fo conduéted 
myfelf towards them, that their enmity was fpeedily converted into 
affection. 

* Whoever had ademand upon me, I attempted not to diminifh 
the value thereof; and thofe whom [ perfonally knew, I threw nos 
forth from my prefence. 

* And whoever, from the firft fhining forth of my fortune and 
power, had fought my protection, whether worthy or unworthy, 
whether their conduét towards me had been good or evil, whea I 
aicended the throne of empire, I caufed them to bluth by my bounty 
and kindnefs ; and Iconfidered as undone the evil which they had done’ 
= me, and I drew the pen of oblivion over the regifter of their 

ions, 

‘ I never gave way to the thirit of revenge, nor did I ever fatiate 
my refentment on any one. Thofe who had injured me, I delivered 
Over to the juftice of the Almighty. 

* [retained in my fervice warriors of approved valour, and foldiers 
of tried experience. And I admitted to my fociety men of exalted 
lineage, and the pofterity of the Prophet, and theologians, and doc-, 
tors learned in the law. And the feditious, and the wicked, and the 

glorious, I drove far from my prefence.’ 
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The fapience, as well as the generofity of Timour’s mind, ig 
alfo difcernible in the following maxims: 

* By experience it is known unto me, that he is a firm affociate, 
who taketh not offence at the conduét of his friend; and who is the 
enemy of the enemy of his friend; and who hefitateth not to hazard 
his life, when oc¢afion fhall require. Thus certain of my Ameers, 
followed my fortunes even to death; nor did I with-hold from them 
aught which | had. 

* And by experience it was known unto me, that a wife enemy is 
preferable to a foolith friend. Thus Ameer Hooffein, the grandfon 
of Ameer Kurghun, was one of thofe foolith friends; and the mif- 
chiefs which in his friendfhip he did unto me, were fuch as no enemy 
would do in the excefs of his enmity. 

* Ameer Khodaudavd once faid unto nte,, ** Watch thou thy ene- 

my, as thou would ft guard a ruby of luftre, or a jewel of bigh price; 
but when thou meeteft with a flone of Laukh, crufh him thereon until 
not one particle of him remain.” 
_ © He alfo faid, ** When an enemy fleeth unto thee for proteétion, 
and kneeleth before thee, have compaflion upon him, and receive 
him with kindnefs.”” Thus I aéted towards ‘Touktummith. Khaun, 
When he fled to me for fhelter, 1 treated him with tendernefs and 
humanity. 

‘ If an enemy, after tafting of thy generofity and bounty, return 
again to enmity, deliver him over to the jultice of the Almighty, 

‘ He is a true friend who taketh not offence at the conduét of his 
friend ; or, if he doth, is willing to receive his acknowledgments.’ 

If part of Timour’s religious notions, and his regard fer omens, 
are in reality abfurd and fuperftitious; yet under al] that want 
of better knowledge, which it is the defign of a purer and more 
exalted religion to impart, we ftill difcover a great and elevated 
mind. He perfectly knew how to interpret every omen, fo as to 
render the impreflion of it on the minds of his followers con- 
ducive to the ends he had in view: and though, under the pref- 
{ure of difficulties which might well fhock the moft daring and 
intrepid {pirit, he betook himfelf to prayer, and indeed often 
fought relief from it amidft his emergencies, yet his devotion ap- 
pears to have been equally manly and fincere. It had nothing 
of that groveling cant which is the diftinguifhing feature of hy- 
pocrify. It bore no refemblance to Cromwell’s method of /ees- 
ing the Lord, 

Befide the tranflation from Timour, by Major Davy, this 
work contains a very well-written and fenfible preface, with 
ufeful notes, by that admirable eeitical fcholar, Mr. White; 
together with fome remarks on the importance of the cultivation 
of the Perfic to a country trading with the Eaft, which highly 
merit the attention of the India Company, by Mr. Davy. To 
the whole are added fome Brahmin prayers, tranflated by Mr. 
C. W. Boughton Roufe, which prove that thofe Indian philofo- 
phers, however held up by fome as the mirrors of perfection, 
have 
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have not yet learned to form an abftract idea of God; but 
fcatter him over the univerfe, 2s if divided into material parts 
and operations, and neither diftin@t from, nor independent of, 


the vilible creation. B. a ek. 


Art. II. Od/ervations on the Paffage to India, through Egypt, and 
acrofs the Great Defert ; with occefional Remarks on the adjacent 
Countries, and alfo Sketches cf the different Routes. By James 
Capper, E{q; Colonel in the Service of the Hon. Eait India Com- 
pany. 4to. 758.6d. Boards. Faden. 1783. 


N the IntroduGtion to this work, Colonel Capper gives the 
| following account of his reafons for publifhing that part of 
it which relates to the paflage to India, by the way to Egypt: 

‘ The following letter was written in India, at the requeit of a 
perfon of rank, who once had thoughts of returning to Europe by the 
way of Suez: it was not, at that time, intended for publication ; 
however, fince my return to England, many of my friends having 
defired a copy of it, to avoid the trouble of tranfcribing it myfelf, or 
the expence of having it tranfcribed by others, I have at laft reluctant- 
ly contented to its going to the prefs,” 

Colonel Capper enters into a detail of the proper times for 
taking this journey. His account is interfperfed with many cue 
rious anecdotes of the country which the traveller is to pafs 
through, and he is very minute in his directions with refpect to 
neceflaries and conveniencies. 

The route to India, by the way of Suez and the Red Sea, is 
more expeditious, Jefs dangerous, and lefs fatiguing than that by 
way of Batiora. Englifh veflels are not allowed to anchor at 
Suez. Colonel Capper takes notice of a curious edict of the 
Grand Signior’s againft them: ** Hiftorians” (fays the edi) 
‘inform us, that the Chriftians, an enterprizing and artful race, 
have, from the earlieft times, conftantly made ufe of deceit and 
violence to effect their ambitious purpoles. Under the difguife 
of merchants they formerly introduced themfelves at Damafcus 
and Jerufalem; in the fame manner, they have fince obtained a 
footing in Hindoftan, where the Luglifh nave reduced the in- 
habitants to flavery; fo now likewile, encouraged by the Beys, 
the fame people have lately attempted to infinuate themfelves 
into Egypi, with a view, no doubt, as foon as they have made 
maps of the country, and taken plans of the fortifications, to at- 
tempt the conqueft of it. 

** In order to counteract thefe their dangerous defigns, on 
firft hearing of their proceedings, we enjoined their Ambaflador 
to write to his court, defiring their veflels might not be allowed 
to frequent the port of Suez; which requifition being fully 
complied with, if any of their veflels prefume hereafter to an- 
chor there, the cargo fhall be confifcated, and all perfons on 
board be imprifoned, until our further pleafure be known.” 
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On the iffuing this Firmaun, or decree, Col. Capper obferves, 
very fenfidbly, that it may, perhaps, be deemed expedient to 
abandon the trade, rather than involve ourfelves in a difpute with 
the Grand, Signior; £ but furely,’ fays he, * no perfon will 
think, that we ought alfo to give up the right of fending packets that 

ay, to which neither the Grand Signior, nor even the Sherreef of 
Mecca himfelf, can offer the fmalleft reafonable objeStion. 

‘ Every man acquainted with India matt know, thac it is of the 
higheft importance to individuals, to the Company, and to the nation 
at large, to have this channel of communication opened again, 
During the latter part of the late war after the firmaun was iffued, the 
French regularly tranfmitted advices by Suez, to and from India, by 
which means they frequently anticipated us in intelligence, and 
thereby counteracted our operations. itis not neceffary to particu- 
lerize every inflance of it, but it will doubrlefs be well remembered, 
that the news of the unfortunate defeat of Colonel Baillie came to 
England, through France, where it was known in February, time 
enough to enable them to fend out reinforcements to Hyder Ally, be- 
fore the beft feafon for pafling the Cape of Good Hope was elapfed ; 
whilii we who were ignorant of that difafter until April, could not 
fend out any fhips before the return of the enfuing feafon, near fix 
months afterwards. 

* Since then, nothing lefs than the exiftence of our fettlements in 
India, may fome time or other depend upon our poffefling a right of 
pafling unmolefted through Egypt ; and the prohibitory firmaun was 
only intended to prevent the trade of Gedda from being transferred 
to Suez, furely no time fhould be loft in demanding another firmaun 
explanatory of the firft, and declaring that no perfons dependent on, 
or conneéted with, the Turkifh government, fhall impede or moleft 
any Britifh fubje&t in pafing up the Red Sea, or through Egypt, pros 
vided they have nothing but papers, and fuch baggage as travellers 
may be fuppofed to have occafion for on fuch a journey. The Sher- 
reef of Mecca may probably at firft oppofe our enjoying this privi- 
lege, in which alfo it is likely he will be fecretly fupported by the 
French *; but can it be thought prudent in us to fubmit to the con- 
trout of the one, or to be dupes of the fecret machinations of the 
other, efpecially when confiftently with juftice, we can eafily pet the 
better of both ?” | 

Colonel Capper, having occafion to mention the behaviour of 
the Englifh in India, has this curious anecdote of Oriental hif- 
tory, which, he fays, accidentally came to his knowledge: 

* Surage ul Dowla was the grandfon of the great Alyverdi Khan, 
who had a favourite wife, a woman of extraordinary abilities, and 
great virtue. When Alyverdi was dying, knowing the flighty and 





* It is not intended to infinuate, that the French ever did, or ever 
would co-operate with the Sherreef in employing affaflins; but as our 
rivals in politics, it is very natural to fuppofe they will endeavour to 
prevail on the Grand Signior, not to revoke his prefent firmaun, 
which is not only a fevere national libel upon us, but alfo highly in- 
compatible with our intereft. 
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tyrannical difpofition of his grandfon, whom he intended for his fuc- 
ceflor, he adviled him, on all important occafions, after his death, to 
confult the old Queen; whofe difcernment would enable her to fore- 
fee dangers, imperceptible to an impetuous and unexperienced youth 
like him. When Surage ul Dowla, inftigated by avarice, intended 
to attack Calcutta, he confulted this oracle, who advifed him againft 
it by the following prophetic words: ‘* The Englifh are a peaceable 
and induftrious people; like bees, if properly encouraged and pro- 
teéted, they will bring you honey, but beware of difturbing the hive: 
you may perhaps deftroy a few of them ; but in the end, believe me, 
they will fting you to death.” 

Speaking of the baths of Cairo, our Author fays: 

‘It is to be wifhed that fome able phyfician would take the trouble 
of informing us what would be the probable efiects of the ufe of the 
Torkifh baths in England. If we were to judge by a comparifon be- 
tween the endemical diforders of Afia and Europe, we fhould fuppofe 
that the moderate ufe of the bath might render the gout and rheuma- 
tifm as uncommon in this part of the world, as they are in the other, 

‘ Very few Afiatics are afflicted with thefe complaints, although 
they eat their meat very highly feafoned with {pices, and flewed in 
clarified butter; feldom take any exercife, and even many of them 
fecretly indulge in other excefles, which with us are fuppofed to 
caufe the gout. Why then may we not allow fome degree of efficacy 
in warm baths, and fhampoing, in throwing off thofe humours, which 
not being removed, occafion the gout and other chronical diforders 
amongft us? But my knowledge of thefe matters being very fuper- 
ficial, I only humbly fuggeft thefe ideas to the faculty for their con- 
fideration and opinion : thus much however I can pretend to fay from 
my own experience, that the warm bath is very refrefhing after un- 
dergoing violent fatigue.’ 

What Col. Capper fays of the ** Arabian Nights Entertain- 
ments,” which he advifes the traveller to read, before he fets out 


on his journey, befpeaks a mind fanciful and imaginative: 

‘ They are by many people erroneoufly fuppofed to be a {purious 
production, and are therefore {lighted in a manner they do not de- 
ferve, They were written, as 1 have already hinted, by an Arabian, 
and are univerfally read, and admired throughout Afia by all ranks 
of men, both old and young: confidered therefore as an original 
work, defcriptive, as they are, of the manners and cuftoms of the 
Eaft in general, and alfo of the genius and charaéter of the Arabians 
in particular, they furely muit be thought to merit the attention of 
the curious: nor are they in my opinion entirely deftitute of merit in 
other refpects ; for although the extravagance of fome of the ftories is 
Carried too far, yet, on the whole, one cannot help admiring the 
fancy and invention of the author, in ftriking out fuch a variety of 
pleafing incidents: pleafing I call them, becaufe they have frequently 
afforded me much amufement, nor do I envy any man his feelings, 
who is above being pleafed with them; but before any perfon de- 
Cices upon the merit of thefe books, he thould be eye witnefs of the 
effet they produce on thofe who beft underftand them. I have more 
than once feen the Arabians on the Defert, fitting round a fire, lift- 
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ening to thefe flories with fuch attention and pleafure, as totally ta 
forget the fatigue and hardthip with which an inflant before they were 
entirely overcome. In fhort, Sir, not to dwell any longer on this 
fubject, they are in the fame eftimation all over Afia, that the adven- 
tures of Don Quixote are in Spain; and I am perfuaded no man of 
any genius or tafte would think of making the tour of that country, 
without previoufly reading the works of Cervantes.’ 

Our Author contefts the common opinion, that the A.gyp- 
tians were acquainted with arts and fciences, while moft other 
nations were in a ftate of ignorance; and he contraverts the 
point with much acutenefs of remark, and knowledge of hiftory. 
For what he fays on this fubject, we muft refer our Reader to 


his work. 

He, next, gives an account of his own journey from England 
to India, by the way of the Great Defert of Arabia, and Baffora, 
This is done in the form of a journal, enlivened, however, with 
defcriptions of the country through which he pafled; together 
with obfervations on the manners of the Arabians. 

¢ Many travellers,’ fays he, ‘ give the Arabs an exceeding bad 
character, reprefenting them asa faithlefs and rapacious people, in 
whom no confidence can be repofed.—They do not appear to me in 
that light; they certainly, like moft men, endeavour to make the bet 
bargain they can for themfelves; but, for my own part, I never 
found them inclined to afk for more than was juitly their due.’ 

When Colonel Capper came to fettle accounts with the Sheick, 
the chief of the troop of Arabians who conduéted him over the 
Great Defert, that chief behaved in a manner that would have 
done honour to the moft polifhed European : 

* I was (fays our Author) to give him five hundred dollars on the 

road, and eight hundred more on our arrival at Graine: the former 
fum therefore I kept ready to be paid to his order; but the latter I 
counted and fealed up in a bag to prevent avy of them being loft or 
miflaid. When this bag was brought, as I was going to open it, the 
Sheick ftopped me, afking if it had been counted and fealed up in 
my prefence ; and when | anfwered in the affirmative, with a carelefs 
unaffected air, befpe:king no merit from the ation, he threw it over 
his fhoulder, and ordered his fervant to put it into his trunk. A man 
fhewing fuch confidence in another, could not be guilty of any bafe- 
nefs himfelf; in which alfo he had the more merit from our fituation, 
for had [ deceived him, he durit not have followed me to Baflora, to 
have demanded redrefs.’ 
-- Colonel Capper’s account of the horrid fate of Mr. Bore] de 
Bourg, a French officer, who was fent with difpatches to India, 
by M. Sartine, in the year 1778, is a very curious one, and told 
with great fpirit and feeling ; at the end of his Journal our 
Author {peaks of it in the following manner : 

‘ Ir is hardly necefflary co obierve, that more attention has been 
paid to the matter, than tu the flyle of this journal, particularly in 
that part of it which relates tothe Defert. But the obfervations of 
each day were put down in the evening of the day on which they 
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were made, and with no other view than to ferve as memoranda; in 
which form they perhaps will be moft acceptable to the generality of 
readers, as being the ideas of the country as they occurred on the 


fpot. {t may perhaps be thought that too much has been faid of 
wind and weather, which are feldom much noticed in books of tra- 
vels by land. Travelling in a clofs carriage, it certainly does not 
fignify what quarter the wind comes from, or whether it blows hot or 
cold; but this is not the cafe with a traveller expofed to the open air, 
with no other covering than the glothes he wears, A perfon going 
acrofs the Defert will probably be glad to know what weather he is 
likely to have during his journey, that he may guard againft the in- 
clemency of it, by purchafing fuch clothes as are belt fuited to the 
urpofe,’ 
; We have perufed our Author’s book with pleafure. It is a 
work which not only promifes to be of ufe to perfons going to 
India, but it is fo replete with information and refearch, that it 
cannot fail to gratify a curious and inquifitive mind. ‘The lan- 
uage is pleafing and natural, and the reader’s attention is well 
te up throughout, by fprightlinefs of narrative and variety of 
incident. It appears that Colonel Capper has a larger work in 
referye on fome of the fubjeéts treated of in this journal, From 
the fpecimens he has here given us of his manner of writing, 
and acutenefs of obfervation, we may reafonably expect to re- 
ceive much pleafure and infcrmation from it. 

To the book now under confideration Colonel Capper has 
prefixed two maps; the one, a {ketch of AXgypt, with the dif- 
ferent routes both ancient and modern, from the Red Sea fo the 
Mediterranean ; the other, a fketch of the route acrofs the Great 


Defert, from Latichea, by Aleppo, to Baffora, - a 


_ 





Art. HI. PxuitosopxHicaun Transactions, Vol. LXXIUI. Part E. 
For the Year 1783, concluded, ce our Review tor February, 
p- 103. 

ASTRONOMY and OPTICS. 
Art. 1. 4 Letter from William Herfchel, Ef. F.R.S. 


R. Herfchel ays, ¢ by the obfervations of the moft eminent 
i altronomers in Europe, it appears, that the new ftar, 
which I bad the honour of pointing out to them in March 1781, 
is a primary planet of our folar tyftem. A body fo nearly re- 
lated to us by its fimilar condition and fituation, in the un- 
bounded expanfe of the ftarry heavens, muft often be the fubjeét 
of converfation, not only of aftronoiners, but of every lover of 
fcience in general. This confideration makes it neceflary to 
give it a name, whereby it may be diftinguifhed from the reft of 
the planets and fixed ftars. 
‘ As a philofopher the name of GzorGium Sinus prefents 


iffelf to me, as an appellation that will conveniently convey the 
6 information 
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information of the time and country where and when it was 
brought to view. But as a fubject of the beft of Kings, who is 
the liberal proteCtor of every art and fcience; as a native of the 
country from whence this iJluftrious family was called to the 
Britifh throne ; as a member of that fociety which flourifhes b 

the diftinguifhed liberality of its Royal Patron; and, laft of all, 
as a perfon now more immediately under the proteétion of this 


‘excellent monarch, and owing every thing to his unlimited 


bounty; I cannot but with to take this opportunity of expreff- 

ing my fenfe of gratitude by giving the name Georgium Sidus.’ 

Notwithftanding this, we cannot but think it an uncouth ap- 
pellation. Why not Georgii Sidus, or barely Georgius*, ac- 
cording to the nomenclature of the other planets? 

Art. 2. On the Diameter and Magnitude of the Georgium Sidus, 
with a Defcription of the dark and lucid Difk and periphery Mi- 
crometers. By the fame. 

The general knowledge to be obtained from this article is, 
that the Georgium Sidus is feldom to be feen, very plainly, by the 
naked eye; that it is nearly of the colour of Jupiter, or fome- 
what paler and more faint, and its apparent diameter about four 


‘feconds. By the calculations of M. De la Lande, we are told, 


that its diftance (from the fun, we fuppofe) is ftated at 18.913, 
that of the earth being unity ; that is, it is nearly 1g times far- 
ther from the fun than the earth is: and its real diameter about 
4-454 times that of the earth. 

Art. 5. 4 Defcription of a new Conftrudtion of Eye glaffes for fuch 
a as may be applied to Mathematical Infiruments+. By 
Mr.*Ramfden. 

The conftruction here given, is that of two plano-convex 


Tenfes, both of them placed between the eye and the obferved 


image formed by the object-glafs of the inftrument, and thereby 
correcting not only the aberration arifing from the {pherical fi- 
gure of the lenfes, but alfo that arifing from the different re- 
frangibility of light. The hint, we are told, was taken from 





* Why not Herscvet? There could have been no objection to 


‘this name, on any pretence of impropriety, or inadequacy. The dif- 


coverer of the new planet hath, no doubt, behaved very handfomely, 
in complimenting his ‘ royal patron’ on thifoceafion; but the culti- 
vators of fcience (in which moft refpectable body the learned of all 
hations are comprehended) wiil probably interpofe, on this occafion, 
and wreft the matter out of Mr. Herfchel’s hands. 

+ An account of this Paper appeared in our Number for Jat-menth ; 
but the view of it which follows (by another of our affociates, who 
knew not of the former ab2ra&) being more circumftantial, we give 
it to a Readers; judging the remarks it contains too valuable to be 
omitted, 


what 
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what Sir Ifaac has fhewn in his Leétiones Optica, in the fection 
De phanominis lucis per prifma in oculum tranjmiffa, that the ap- 
pearance of colours on the edges of objects, when viewed through 
a prifm, depends on the proportion of the diftance between the 

rim and the object, compared with that between the prifm 
and the eye, that is to fay, the nearer the object is brought to 
the prifm, the lefs will be the dordre of colours on the contours of 
the objects. 

To apply this to practice, Mr. Ramfden placed a plano- 
convex lens with its plane fide near the image of an object, 
formed by the objeét-giafs of a telefcope; and the magnified 
image was thus, from the pofition of the lens, fenfibly free from 
colour; but the refpective foct of alens fo placed, being very 
near each other and on the fame fide, the emergent pencils of 
light diverge on the eye, and give indiftinét vifion: this was re- 
medied by placing a fecond plano-convex lens a little within the 
focus of the former, the combined foci of the two lentes being 
in the place of the image, the rays were thereby made to fall 
parallel on the eye, and to fhew the objedt diftin@ly. If, by 
putting the firft lens very near the image, any imperfection in it 
becomes too vifible (7. ¢. we fuppofe, any imperfection arifing 
from the fpherical figure it is ground into), that diftance may be 
confiderably increafed without producing any bad effe&t; for 
theory, as well as experiment, fhews, that @ /mall aberration, 
arifing from the different refrangibility of light, is of little con- 
fequence, compared with the fame quantity of aberration caufed by 
the {pherical figure of the lenfes ; and even that colouring may 
be corrected at the nearer eye-glafs. For, fuppofing the ray 
pafling the firft eye-glafs to be feparated into colours, the emer- 
gent pencils frem the fecond eye-glafs will be parallel when the 
mean refracting angles of the lenfes at the incidence of each dif- 
ferently coloured pencil are to one another inverfely as the dia- 
meters of thofe pencils, or nearly fo. And thus may both the 
{pherical and refractive aberrations of an oblique pencil be in a 
great meafure obviated ; for when there is a neceffity for having 
a large portion of a fphere, we have cnly to make the pencil on 
fuch lens as {mall as poffible, and we may regulate the dire€tion 
of the rays in each pencil at pleafure, when they approach the 
axis of the telefcope: and the field of view will be moft perfeét, 
when the conftruction of the eye-glafles is fuch, that the focus 
of an extreme and central pencil have each the fame diftance 
from the eye. 

We take it for granted, however, that Mr. R. means all this 
only as an improvement or approximation to what is defired ; he 
allows himfelf, and not without reafon, that the illuftration 
which he has given is very imperfect; and we are doubtful 
whether the principles of this conftruction of his be altogether 

new : 
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new: for we are told in the Synopfis Optica Honorati Fabri, that 
Euftachius Divinus, an optician at Rome, placed two equal, nar- 
row plano-convex Jenfes, inftead of one eye-lens, to his tele. 
fcopes, that they touched at their vertexes, the focus of the ob- 
ject-glafs and the center of the plano-convex lens next it coin- 
ciding. And he fays, that this was done for the exprefs purpofe 
of making the rays that came parallel from the object fall pa- 
ralle! upon the eye, exclude the colours of the rainbow from it, aug- 
ment the angle of fight, the field of view, the brightnefs of the 
object, &c. This was alfo known to Huygens, who fometimes 
made ufe of the fame conftruction, and gives the theory thereof 
in his Dioptrics: Vid. Hugenii Opera Varia, vol. iv. edit. 
1728. 
Art. 10. An Anfwer to the Objections flated by M. De la Lande, 
in the Memoirs of the French Academy for 1776, againft the Solar 
ots being Excavations in the luminous Matter of the Sun; to- 
gether with a foort Examination of the Views entertained by him 
upon that Subje?. By Alexander Wilfon, M. D. Profetlor of 

Practical Aitronomy in the Univerfity of Glafgow. 

In the Philofophical Tranfaétions for 1774 (See our Review, 
Vol. LI. p. 368.) Dr. Wilfon gave an account by what means, 
from feeing the great folar {pot of November 1769, in a Critical 
fituation upon the difk, he was led to conclude, that fuch {pots 
are excavations in the luminous matter of the fun. This con- 
clufion however is controverted by M. Dela Lande, in the Me- 
moirs of the French Academy of Sciences for 4776, who con- 
tends, that the fpots arife from dark bodies like rocks, which by 
an alternate flux aud reflux of the liquid igneous matter of the 
fun, fometimes rae their heads above the general furface: and 
that that part of the opaque rock, which at any time thus ftands 
above, gives the appearance of the nucleus, while thofe parts 
which in each lie only a little under the igneous matter, appear 
to us as the furrounding umbra. 

We think, however, that Dr. Wilfon has htre well defended 
his former opinion. He tells us, that for his own amufemenr, 
he purfued this fubject farther in the way of ccular proof, by a 
model of the fun, and of the fpots upon his body, according to 
their proper dimenfions. ‘Ivhis he put into a convenient wooden 
trame, and viewed it afar off, when fet upon a ftand, while the 
globe was turned flowly round, and fubtended an angle at the 
telefcope equal to the apparent diameter of the fun. By an 
object-glafs micrometer he then took the diftances from the 
limb when the fartheft umbre of different {pots vanifhed, as alfo 
the diftances of the nuclei juft when difappearing. ‘The appa- 
rent fubienie of the umbra next the limb was alfo meafured in 
this way, together with the vifible extention of fome great {pots 
within the difk, when the extreme limits of the neareft umbra 

coincided 
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eoincided with the limb. In al} thefe experiments, he fays, 
tne effect was very ftriking, and the phenomena remarkably con- 
fonant to calculation, and to what he had often feen upon the 
real fun in the heavens. But for a further account of this in- 
genious contrivance, we muft refer tothe Paper itfelf, which is 
accompanied with a plate that well illuftrates thefe matters. 

We may ftill add, as it is allowed that fome {pots differ in 
appearance from all the refit, that there may be of both kinds 
upon the difk of the fun, for any thing that yet appears to the 
contrary; and our knowledge of the nature of that amazing 
body is by far too imperfeét for us to be able to decide, with 


precifion, on the cautes of thefe phenomena, Wi 





Art. 1V. Archeologia, or Mifcellaneous Tra&s relating to Antiquity. 
Publifhed by the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. V1. 4to. 
11, 58. in fheets. Brown, &c. 1782. 


HIS volume contains thirty numbers; and we fhall obferve 

the ufual method of giving our readers fome account of 
each. The Prefident * introduces them by a defcription of 
Roman antiquities difcovered at Exeter, in July 1778. » They 
conlift of five figures, elegant Penates, in bronze ; found within 
a very narrow {pace, and not more than three or four feet below 
the prefent pavement of the ftreet. ‘The firft is fuppofed to be 
a reprefentation of the goddefs Ceres, the fecond and third of 
Mercury ; each of thefe are upwards of four inches long, and 
the third in a more mutilated ftate than the others. The fourth 
figure, two inches and a half high, reprefents either Mars, or a 
Roman warrior, The laft, and moft elegant, is fuppofed to 
have been intended for Apollo: it is oniy two inches and a 
quarter in heighth. They were furrounded by a confiderable 
quantity of large oyfter fhells, and in the fame mafs were va- 
rious fragments of urns, of different forms, fizes, and colours. 
The bronze cock, difcovered at the fame time, is juftly fuppofed 
to have belonged to one of thefe ftatues, and confidered as an 
emblem of Mercury. 

Mr. Strange, who had on other occafions offered to the So- 
ciety a relation of Roman antiquities in Monmouthbhhire, and 
the neighbouring counties +, continues his fubject in the fecond 
number of this volume. Roman ways and works afford much 
Curious inveftigation and entertainment to the learned and in- 
quifitive antiquary ; but to others they often prove very tedious 
and infipid ; as will perhaps appear in fome parts of this difierta- 
tion, though it certainly contains fome paflages which cannot 


otter 


* The late Rev. Dr. Milles, Dean of Exeter. 
t Vide Rev, vol. 62, p. 10>. 
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fail of agreeably amufing the reader who has any degree of tafte 
for enquiries of this kind. It begins with remarks on thofe ob. 
fervations which have been made by the Rev. Mr. William Har- 
ris on the fubjeét, and proceeds to other accounts. After hav~ 
ing gathered what could be found of actual remnants of Roman 
antiquities in Glamorganfhire, which appear to be few, Mr, 
Strange offers (ome general confiderations to confirm the opinion 
of the eftablifhment of the Romans in that county, preferably, 
perhaps, he fays, to any other throughout the principality. Sax 
on remains furnith farther matter for this article, with a few en- 
gravings; but the reader will with, that the Author had been 
yet megsp particular in explaining the infcriptions ; and fome may 
be iheus of learning who is to be underftood by Prince Richard 
Hopkins, of whofe ftatue, at Lantwit Major, we have here a 
drawing. Befide other topographical remarks, WVorm/head- Point 
appeared in itfelf fo curious a head-land, that three different 
views of it are annexed in the fourth plate of this work. 

Mr. Brooke, Somerfet Herald, prefents us with the illuftration 
of a Saxon infcription remaining in the church of A/dbrough, in 
Holdernefle, Eaft-riding of the county of York. ‘The infcrip- 
tion is on a circular ftone, fixed over a pillar, and running round 
the margin of the ftone: In Englifh it amounts to this, U/f 
commanded this church to be ereéted for the fouls of Hanum and 
Gunthard. This U/f had large pofieffions in that part of the 
Northumbrian kingdom, which was called Deira; among thefe 
Aldbrough occurs, of which he was lord in the time of Edward 
the Confeffor, as appears by a very ancient record, an extrac 
from which is here produced. On account of the difference 
which was likely to arife between his fons about the fharing of 
his lands and lordfhips after his death, we are told, he refolved 
to make them equal, and thereupon coming to York, with that 
horn wherewith he was ufed to drink, he filled it with wine, 
and, kneeling devoutly before the altar, drank the wine to God, 
and St. Peter prince of the apoftles, and by that ceremony en- 
feoffed the church of York with all his lands and revenues.’ 
This we imagine was then regarded as a pious ation, and was, no 
doubt, highly extolled as fuch by the ecclefiaftics ; we at prefent 
confider it as an impious act, both, as it feems to have been, 
partly at leaft, the fruit of paffion, and as it was diverting to a 
very improper ufe the eftates to which his children had the moft 
natural claim. Nothing can be alleged in his defence but the 
ignorant fuperftition of the age; and that will hardly be ad- 
mitted, even by the bigot, as an excufe for paffion and injuftices 
We fhould obferve, that the horn, the inftrument of this do- 
nation, has been the fubject of a curious hiftorical differtation by 
Mr. L. Gale, printed in the firft volume of the Archeologia. 
William, a fon of U/f, had afterwards a liberal grant of lands 
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‘n Deira, from Henry I. and feated himfelf at Grimethorpe, his 
defcendants afluming afterwards the name of Greyftock, till 
by intermarriage the manors came into the family of Lord Da- 
cres, and from thence to the Howard family, in different 
branches of Norfolk and Carlifle. We have a view of Ald- 
brough church, with the pillar, ftone, and infcription in queftion; 
and in correfpondence to his office, Mr. Brooke adds a genea- 
logical table of the defcendants of Ulf, which, we obferve, does 
not reach lower than 48 Edward III. Hanum and Gunthard 
were probably particular friends of U/f. 

Great upon Little, is the vulgar name given to a kind of rock 
ing ftone, or penfile-rock, in the parifh of Weft Hoadley, Suffex. 
It is very remarkable. Mr. Pownal, who gives the account, and 
furnifhes a drawing, inclines to think it rather the work of na- 
ture than of human art. * The wear and tear of time, the beat- 
ing of ftorms, the wafh of rain, for ages, operate with ftrength 
on the mountainous fides of rocky ground, and clear away the 
earth from amidft the blocks and ftrata, leaving them bare.’ 
But, he adds, that he does not mean hereby to account for other 
edifices and erections afcribed to the Druids in any fuch way 3 
though they might fometimes apply fuch appearances as the 
above to their purpofe. He thinks they had in ufe among 
them, a power of mechanifm above any thing which modern 
practice knows, excepting the fingle inftance of tranfporting near 
forty miles to Peterfburg the great granite rock, deftined for the 
pedeftal of the ftatue of the Czar Peter the Great. This was ace 
complifhed under the direction of Count Carbars of Ceffalonia, 

No. V. contains Obfervations on Reading Abbey, by Sir Hen- 
ry Englefield, Bart. This abbey was founded in the year 1121, 
by Henry I. and rendered more famous by having been his bu- 
rial place, and that of the emprefs Maud. It is now in ruins; a 
plate of which is annexed. 

In the 36th book of Pliny’s Natural Hiftory, c. 14. a paflage: 
occurs, relative ta the temple of Diana at Ephefus, which has 
engaged the attention of commentators. It feems to intimate, 
that in the particus of this temple were one hundred and twen- 
ty feven columns, the gift of fo many kings. This, Mr. Wynd- 
ham, the author of the fixth number, fays, is totally repugnant 
to the fymmetry and proportion obferved by the antients in the 
form of their temples ; and farther, it can hardly be fuppofed 
that one hundred and twenty-feven Afiatic kings fhould have 
contributed each a column. He propofes an emendation, by 
inferting a comma after the word centum, by which little variation 
it will be read with greater probability: * In the porticos of 
this temple were one hundred columns, of which twenty-feven 
— the gifts of fo many kings.’ “Iwo plates attend this num- 
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A fhort and ingenious effay on the antient pronuncidtion of 
the French language, is next in order, by the Rev. Mr. Bowle, 
in which he infifts that this language has materially varied. 

Mr. Pegge’s obfervations on the plague in England, are dated 
in January 1780, at which time there was fuppofed to be fome 
reafon to expect that dreadful calamity. ‘The chief drift of 
this little and rather unimportant tract, is to fupport the remark, 
that though the metropolis may be regarded as moft in danger, 
the inland parts of the country are not entirely fecure; which 
is illuftrated by the prevalence of this evil, in feveral parts of 
Derbythire, at different periods. 

Antient fortifications in the north of Scotland, are farther 
defcribed by Mr. James Anderfon +, who defends his account 
of vitrified walls, * the exiftence of which, he fays, I have been 
told, is ftill doubted by fome fceptical philofophers in the me- 
tropolis,’ To his account of Knockferrol, he now adds Tapeo- 
noath, in Aberdeenthire, and vettiges of a fortification of the 
like kind on the top of the hill called Dun-o-deer, in the fame 
county ; a beautiful green hill, on which, befide the vitrified 
wall, are alfo remains of a cower of ftone and lime, evidently 
erected at a time when every princely baron was obliged to have 
fuch habitations for fecuring himfelf and his vaflals from the 
fudden attacks of his barbarous neighbours. No tradition af- 
fords information as to the period when either were erected ; 
but Mr. Anderfon remarks, ¢ it is fufficiently apparent, that the 
vitrified walls muft have been of a date much prior to the other, 
and built by a nation in a very different ftate of civil polity; 
for the iord of the domain having found, we may fuppofe, the 
old vitrified fortification inadequate to the purpofe of defence, 
or inapplicable to the ftate of his private affairs, has purpofely 
demolifhed them, and with their ruins erected his own habita- 
tion.” They were not in ufe, he apprehends, at the ftage to 
which the Germans had arrived in the time of ‘Tacitus, but in a 
ftate fomewhat more advanced in civilization, when fome idea 
of private property had taken place, and the man who with 
great trouble had cleared a {mall fpot for himfelf, and erected a 
habitation, would look out for a place of ftrength not far diftant, 
to which he could retire occafionally in cafe of danger. In fuch 
a feafon, he thinks, thefe witrified fortifications have been. reared, 
not as a continued refidence to any one, but as a temporary 7e- 
treat, on any national atiack and hazard, which individuals were 
not able to repel. ‘his number has two plates, giving us dif- 
ferent views of Dun-o-decr, and a {maller one, which reprefents 
a fragment of the vitrified wall, perforated by a hole like a na- 





t For Mr. Anderfon’s former account of ancient monuments and 
fortifications in the Highlands of Scotland, fee Rev. vol. LXII. p. 273- 
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tural rock. We have alfo, farther remarks on the circular 
towers called Duns, with a defciption of one that is ftill 
forty feet high, in the Orcades. Mr. Anderfon regards them 
as places of Pagan worthip, according to the rites of Scandinavia. 


The Hon. Daines Barrington attacks, with much candour, 

the opinion of Mr. Anderfon, and others, concerning thefe vitri- 
fed walls. He feems to fuppofe, that fuch walls were originally 
compofed of loofe ftones, which were gathered in abundance to 
clear fpots of ground for ufe; that they were fences of in- 
slofures ; and that the vitrification had been occafioned by vol- 
canoes, or what are called d/oomeries, before the ftones were 
athered. It has been conjectured, that the walls were vitri- 
fied, becaufe the inhabitants did not at that time underftand to 
make what we at prefent call cement. ‘ If,’ fays Mr. Barring- 
ton, * vitrification anfwered the purpofe of cement, it is very 
extraordinary that the ancient inhabitants of Scotland did not 
apply it to the houfes or huts in which they conftantly lived, 
but referved this expenfive and troublefome procefs merely for a 
fortification, which might not perhaps be ufed in a century 
againft an enemy.’ ‘ 

Sir Henry Englefield feems to fucceed in his attempt of con- 
futing the opinion, that there are many remains of Roman an- 
tiquity in the tower and wall of the Mint-yard, or the arch in 
Micklegate Bar in the city of York; and apprehends that Mr. 
Drake and Lord Burlington have both been miftaken in their 
inquiries into the fubjeét. 

The following Article, by the late Charles Rogers, Efq; con- 
tains an account of certain earthen mafques from the Mufquito 
fhore. On this fubjeét we muft refer our Readers to the 62d vo- 
lume of the Review, p. 277. where they will find fome obfervations 
concerning it, with a letter, probably, from the fame gentleman 
who furnifhed Mr. Rogers with thefe remarks and fpecimens. 
Some of thefe mafques, or bufts, or rather images (for they 
never could have been ufed as mafques), are exhibited in two 
engravings. They are hideous figures. This fhort relation is 
finifhed by adding, ‘It is remarkable that fome of thefe greatly 
refemble thofe publifhed by Ficoroni, in his large colleGliion of the 
fcenic mafques of the ancient Romans ; many of which mafques 
are alfo in Terra-cotta. 

Druidical remains on Stanton and Hartle Moor, in the Peak, 
Derbyfhire, by Hayman Rooke, Efq; form a number of no 
great length, but accompanied with feven engravings. 

This feems to have been a favourite {pot with the Druids. 
* Here are temples, caves, rock-bafons, rocking ftones, gorfed 
daus, rock- idols, and cairns. Their facred groves have long fince 
given way to cultivation, but their more durable monuments 
have ftood the ravages of time, and remain as helps to illuftrate 
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their hiftory.’ Gor/e Stone is {aid to be derived from the Britith 
words gorfed dau ({etting aloft). One groupe of thefe ftones 
or rocks is called Roulter, Rowter, or Roo-Tor, whence Row. 
ter means a moving rock, ‘ fince in the provincial diale& (Mr, 
Rooke obferves) they will fay a thing recs backward and for- 
ward. Now this roo is no more than row, it being the ufual 
pronunciation of the country, the inhabitants generally omitting 
the final / and //: wall they pronounce wo; hall, ho; fall, fo*, 
&c.’ In another aflemblage of rocks, called Bradley Rocks, is 
a rocking-ftone, thirty-two feet in circumference: * it moves 
(we are told) with great eafe, and feems, from Hts extraordi- 
nary pofition, to have been placed there by human ftrength. It 
refts (it is added) on two ftones clear of the ground ; and from 
the paflage between the two ftones it refts on, I fhould fuppofe 
it to have been a ftone deity. It anfwers to the defcription 
iven by Dr. Borlafe of rock idols in Cornwall, called Tolmens,’ 
The Druids feem to have thought that what was facred would 
be profaned by touching the ground, and therefore contrived 
that thefe deities fhould reft,on the pure rock, and not be de- 
filed by the common earth. At the foot of Carcliffe rocks, 
on the fame fpot, is a cave or hermitage, having at the 
eaft end a crucifix, three feet high, cut out of the folid rock, in 
high relief, the fculpture not bad ; and on the left hand of ita 
niche, as if intended for a ftatue. Mr. Rooke would have added 
to the entertainment of his Readers, if he had given fome little 
account of the hermit, who made this place his refidence. 

A beautiful and curious charter, examined by Jonn Topham, 
Efq; contains the grant of an office, exprefled in thefe words: 
66 Miniflerium meum de efnecca mea.” From the names of the wit- 
nefles to this deed, one of whom appears to have been T. Becket, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, it is inferred, with great probabi- 
lity, that the eharter was made between the 8th and 15th years 
of the reign of Henry the Second. But the queftion occurs, 
What was the office, or what is meant by the words, ** de 
efnecca mea?” After diligent enquiry, Mr. Topham concludes, 
that the office granted by this charter was to be malter of 
keeper of the king’s own fhip or veffel, with the livery and 
wages thereunto appertaining. ‘Ivhe term E/fnecca did not in- 
clude fhips of every kind, but was confined to a particular fpe+ 
cies, and evidently here meant only thofe appropriated for the 
king’s own vfe. It is here ufed as a Latin word, yet Mr. Top- 
ham fays, * Il am inclined to think it was introduced to us from 
the Norman French; fome inftances occurring in ancient 
French manufcripts of a nearly fimilar word being ufed in the 
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* This is not, in our opinion, the right fpelling the Derby/birifms: 
we think it fhould be thus; aw, baw, faw, &Ce 
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fame fenfe as the prefent.’ Dufrefne, in his gloffary, has the 
Latin words, Naca, I/nechia, vel Hilnachia, as a fpecies of 
{mall fhips or veflels. The Saxon Chronicle, anno 1052, has 
the word Snecca as a fpecies of fhip. The Teutonic has 
the word Snack, Sneck, and Snicke, in the fame fenfe. The 
number is concluded by obferving, ‘ I deem the deed itfelf a 
great curiofity, as it contains, perhaps, the only inftance now 
extant of the precife grant of an office which once exifted in 
this country, in terms now obfolete, and entirely unnoticed by 
any modern writers or hiftorians.’ 

Roman earthen ware, found in the fea, on the Kentifh coaft, 
on the borders of the ifle of Thanet, has very properly engaged 
the attention of the antiquary. ‘Two numbers in this volume 
are employed on the fubjeét; one by Edward Jacob, Efq; the 
other by George Keate, Efq. Each of thefe fhort diflertations 
oppofe the opinion advanced by Governor Pownall *, that 
there had been a pottery on this fpot, which is now over- 
whelmed by the fea. The fact is certain, that pieces of this 
ware are found, and they are inconteftibly Roman work. Se- 
veral names impreffed on the patdra, in his pofleffion, are fpeci- 
fied by Mr. Jacob. The common notion of people in that 
neighbourhood is, that many ages ago a fhip freighted with this 
pottery uare was wrecked on thefe fands, which fo much obftruct 
the navigation of the Kentifh coaft, and on which, in fucceed- 
ing generations, fo many unfortunate veflels have experienced 
the fame calamity. © This (Mr. Keate obferves), is the plain 
natural account of illiterate, uninformed men, who know of no 
particular period of time to which they may refer this event ; 
and nineteen times out of twenty the natural conceptions of 
mankind border the neareft on truth. Refinements lead us but 
too commonly wide of the mark we aim at.’ We find ourfelves 


‘ much difpofed to join with Mr. Keate in his remark ; as alfo 


in his conclufion, that thefe pieces muft be the produét of dif- 
ferent manufactories, put on board a veflel freighted for Britain, 
or for the ufe of fome of the Roman ftations in Kent. £ The 
Romans (as he adds), carried their pottery to many countries 
befide ours. I have in my own pofleffion (fays he), pieces 
which exactly cotrefpond with fome of thefe, and which were 
brought from, and found in and about that fpot in the neigh 
bourhood of Carthage, where Utica is fuppofed to have ftaqod, 
This ftrongly confirms me in my opinion on this fubjeét.’ 

The Palmyrene coin, of which an account is given by the 
Rev, Charles Woide, is a great curiofity. The ingenious, 
though fhort Latin diflertation, informs us, that it was found, 
with another, in the cabinet of the late Dr. Hunter. It exhi- 
bits, on one fide, a bearded head, furrounded by feven Palmy- 





* Vide Rev. Vol. LXII. p. 275, 
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rene chara&ters ; on the reverfe, a temple with a fquare ftone, 
the emblem of divinity, in the midft, with an infcription, in- 
timating, that God, or the Name of God, is to be reverenced, 
The head is fuppofed to be intended for fome prince or genera], 
But the critical remarks which are made on it, we muft leave to 
the reader, who has opportunity, to confult the volume at his 
leifure 

Four Letters from Beaupré Bell, Efg; to Roger Gale, Efq; on 
the Horologia of the Ancients; with Mr. Gale’s Anfwer. We did 
not expeét to have met with this article: not that it does not 
merit a place in this work, for that it moft certainly does; but 
becaufe we have feen it fo recently in its proper place, the Ree 
liquie Galeanz, publifhed by Mr. Nichols in his Bibliotheca To- 
pographica Britannica. Our confined limits would not admit of 
our taking particular notice of thefe Letters in our account of 
chat work *, They were written in the year 1735, and were oc- 
cafioned by an infcription in the Benedictines church at Taloire, 
an inconfiderable village half a league from Annecy, a town on 
the lake of Annecy. ‘Theinfcription +, which relates to a dial, 
or Horologium, Mr. Gale explains ; and it gives rife to feveral 
inftru@tive and entertaining remarks on the Horologium and Glen 
payee of the ancients. Itis new to very few of our readers, that 
the hours were notified to the Roman confuls and preztors in 
court, by their accenfi, or criers: and many know, that when 
Nero is fatirized, by Petronius Arbiter, for his vain-glory, and 
Juxury, he feems to fum up the idea of his magnificence, by 
adding, that he had in his parlour, or dining-room, not only 
an horologium, but a buccinator, a boy who proclaimed the hour 
by the found of the trumpet, ut /ubinde fc1at quantum de vita per- 
diderit, that by this means he might know how much of life he 
loft or deftroyed. 

An hiftorical monument in Britanny is defcribed by Monf, 
D’Auvergne. It is a crofs and pedeftal of grey granite, about 
feven feet high, dedicated to * the perpetual memory of the 
Battle of the Thirty, that my Lord Marefchal of Beaumanoir 
gained in this place, the year 1350.’ The above is faid to be a li» 
teral tranflation. Monf. D’Auvergne has recourfe to the ancient 
chronicles of Britanny, and thereby difcovers, that after many dif- 
contents and quarrels between the native Bretons and the Englifh, 
it was at length determined by a chief on each fide, that the dif- 





* Vide Review for April 1783. p. 318 
+ Mr. Bell obferves, that his correfpondent, who furnifhed him 
with a copy of the infcription, takes notice, that Gruter’s account of 
it is not given with due exactnefs. Mr. Gale, however, in his an- 
{wer to Mr. Bedl, feems inclined to vindicate Gruser on this head. 
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pute fhould be terminated by a partial combat between a certain 
number of champions of both .nations ; thirty was the number 
fixed, and the fifteenth day of March, A. D. 1350, appointed 
for the day; the combatants fought with unremitted fury, till 
the Englifh.commandant received a mortal blow, and, his party 
were vanquifhed, The Englifh knights who fell were buried in 
a neighbouring enclofure, which the peafants from tradition call, 
at this time, Le Champ des Anglois. 

Mr. Peck, in his Defiderata, has exprefled a perfuafion that 
the Saxons, and before them the Britons, began the day at twelve 
of the clock ; this perfuafion he founds on the word noon, fig- 
nifying, he fuppofes, as much as novus dies. Mr. Pegge, in a 
fhort treatife on the commencement of day, oppofes to this many 
refpectable authorities, which deduce the term noon from the 
Latin mona, and the Saxon mon, both importing the ninth hour 
of the day, fuppofing the day to begin at fix o’clock in the 
morning. Noon was the ninth canonical hour, or three o’clock, 
when thofe who had fafted were allowed to break their faft, or 
the Monks to eat their dinner, which was after noon jong. Mr. 
Pegge farther obferves, ¢ that by an eafy abufe, or catachrefis, 
the word was brought to fignify, twelve o’clock, the common 
time of dining, in al] cafes: it is remarkable, that, for fome 
fuch reafon, eleven o’clock is moon at Trent; fo arbitrary are 
things of this nature!’ He proceeds to the main queftion, by 
adding, * it fhould feem that the Saxons, reckoning by nights 
and not by days (whereby their nights evidently preceded the 
days), their day began at evening ; hence our fe’nnight and fort- 
night: he concludes the Britons alfo to have done the fame, 
from the account we have in €a/ar’s Commentaries of the prac- 


tice of the Gauls. 
[To be concluded in our next Review. ] } S| ° 





Art. V. Letters and Papers on Agriculture and Planting, &c. Selecied 
from the Correfpondence-book of the Society infticored at Bath, 
for the Encouragement of Agriculture, Arts, Manufaétures, and 
Commerce, within the Counties of Somerfer, Wile-, Gloucefter, 
and Dorfet, and the Cuy and County of Brittol Vol. Il. vo, 
58. Boards. Bath, printed by Order of the Society: Dilly, London. 
17383. 

GRICULTURE, though an art of the higheft antiquity 

and importance, ftill continues in a ftate difgracefully im- 
pertect,. Whence its imperfection arifes, it is not our prefent 
purpofe to enquire, Thus far, however, may be afferted, that 
there muft either be fome radical defeét in the theory or the 
practice of it; or fome principle, on which its excellence des 
pends, that has been hitherto unaccountably overlooked or ne- 
giected. As times of peace are naturally the moft favourable to 
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the purfuits of agriculture, its interefts will now, we hope, be 
properly attended to. If, according to Swift, he, who can 
make two ears of corn grow where only one grew before, ranks, 
as a benefactor to fociety, before all the heroes and politicians 
that ever have exifted, a motive is no longer wanting to engage 
the attention of the moft enlightened underftanding in purfuits 
in which benevolence adminitters to ambition. In thefe pur- 
fuits the Society, whofe papers are before us, have eminently 
diftinguifhed themfelves. Their former volume was noticed in 
terms of approbation in our Review for June 1781. The pre- 
fent contains many ufeful and ingenious eflays. Such as are 
particularly intitled to attention we {hall endeavour to point out, 

The firft paper that prefents itfelf is a letter of twenty pages 
from Mr. A. Young, containing a propofal for farther experiments 
on the advantages of cultivating carrots. In this are many in- 
genious hints; but, as they are only hints, we pafs on to Mr, 
Wimpey’s anfwer to queftions refpecting vegetation, a paper of 
fingular ingenuity, in which the leading principles of agricul- 
ture are unfolded, in a manner at once philofophical and con- 
vincing. This paper we fhall give entire. 

* I thall efteem myfelf happy, it any thing I have to fubmit to your 
confideration, in anfwer to your queftions refpecting vegetation, can 
afford you any fatisfaction on that interefing fubject. 

‘ Firft; Suppofing the opinion to be true, which almoft univer. 
fally prevails, that arable land, afier having borne a few crops, mutt 
remain fome time fallow before it is fit to produce the fame courfe of 
crops again: whence proceeds the neceflity of fuch fallowing ? 

* 2dly; Does the earth, by the growth of vegetables, lofe any par- 
ticles neceflary for future vegetation? 

‘ I flate thefe two queftions together, becaufe the confideration of 
the f feems properly to be previous to the firft. 

: the earth, by the growth of vegetables, is exhaulted of 
thofe rinciples which are neceflary to future vegetation, is abun- 
dantly manifeit from the univerfal experience of mankind. All foils 
become weaker and poorer in proportion to the crops they have 
borne. This is not a matter of mere opinion, for the moft fertile 
foils have and may be made unfertile by conftant cropping ; and the 
practice of all ages and countries fully evinces the fame: therefore the 
true anfwer to this quettion is, that vegetables do take from the earth 
they grow in the particles neceflary to vegetation, and confequently 
a temporary barrennefs may be induced by over or a too long conti- 
nued cropping. 

* But though it is certain, that rich or fertile land may be ren- 
dered unfertile or barren by extravagant and unreafonable cropping ; 
it does not follow that fallowing is abfolutely neceflary to retlore its 
fertility, becaufe the fame end may be as effeétually anfwered by 
other means. Fallowing may be neceflary to clean the ground, and 
deftroy the weeds which floth or bad huibandry may have occafioned ; 
and which pernaps could not be eafily extirpated by any other means; 
but it cannot be neceflary co reftore fertility, unleis in fuch fituations 
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per manure Cannot be obtained but at prices too exorbitant for 
the produce to repay with profit, Arable land may be fo fituated 
and circumftanced as to admit of no amendment from manures; as 
when they are far diflant from towns, and deflitute of marle, lime- 
ftone, chalk, aid every thing that is known from practice to renovate 
the fertility of exhaufted and impoverifhed land. Here then the only 
refource is fallowing, and the neceflity of it proceeds, firft, from the 
principles or particles neceffary to the growth of vegetables being ex- 
haulted by preceding crops; and fecondly, by the want of manures 
neceflary to reftore and replenifh the foil with thofe principles which 
the preceding crops had deprived it of, and carried off. 

‘ Flere, indeed, a very interefting and importante queftion may arife, 
How, or by what means, can land lying fallow or unoccupied have 
thofe particles necefiary to fertility reftored? That fallowing has this 
beneficial effect cannot be denied, becaufe all experience bears indif- 

utable evidence to the truth of it. The effect is univerfally ad- 
mitted, but the caufe is the great defderatum. It mult be obferved, 
it is not mere reft that enriches and invigorates an exhaufted foil. Its 
improvement, in general, will be in proportion to the culture beflowed 
upon it. This was fully evinced by the ingenious Mr. Tull, who 
clearly demonftrated, by facts, the great benefit of pulverization. But 
though his practice was right, as it certainly promoted the fertility of 
his land, the principles he drew from it were as certainly wrong. He 
maintained, that pulverization increafed the paflure of plants, and 
farnifhed their proper pabulum; and concluded, earth in its moft 
{ubtilized ftate was the true food of plants. In this he certainly 
erred. He miftook the means neceffary to the acquifition of fertilizing 
particles, for the fertilizing particles themifelves. Pulverization cer- 
tainly increafes the pafture, as the roots of plants eafily pervade the 
earth in every direction, as its adhefion is diminifhed or deftroyed, 
and as it renders the foil pervious to the fertilizing particles which 
are continually floating in the atmofphere. The atmofphere is the 
great repofitory, the grand magazine, which contains the fertilizing 
principles, and it is from that great and inexhauftible fource that all 
the benefit of fallowing is derived. But pulverization is abfolutely 
neceflary to prepare the foil for the reception of thofe particles; for 
earth, in its natural compact ftate, admits neither rain, fnow, dew, nor 
any of thofe finer and more fubtilized particles which are continually 
fluat ng in the air, defcend with them to the earth, and are carried 
off in the ftreams they form on the furface, together with fuch other 
particles as they take up and arreft in their way. So that rain, fnow, 
cews, &c. which fink into, and are imbibed by, a well-cultivated foil, 
and enrich the fame, rather impoverifh a compact foil, by carrying 
off thofe adventitious particles it may happen to have on its furface, 
together with thofe that defcend with them from the atmofphere. 
That is, land well cultivated and pulverized is conftantly enriched 
and improved by the weather, while that which is neglected, not only 
receives no benefit from the atmofphere, but is liable to have what 
little chance has beftowed upon it wafhed away by hafty fhowers and 
heavy rain, which cannot penetrate the obdurate furface. 

* The conclufion then is, Firff, That the earth is deprived of cer- 


tain particles neceflary to vegetation by the growth of plants; and tc 
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reftore its fertility, it is neceffary that fuch particles fhould be re. 
ftored. Secondly; Thofe particles may be reltored, either by the ad- 
dition of proper manures, or, in fituations where fuch manures can- 
not be had, by a due pulverization of the foil, and expofing it to the 
influence of the atmofphere, that is to fay, by fallowing. Thirdly ; 
That arable land after having borne a few crops need not remain 
fometime fallow before it can produce the fame crops again, unlefs in 
circumftances where manure is not to be got; for whenever the earth 
can be replenifhed with fuch fertilizing particles without fallowing, 
in that cafe fallowing is evidently unneceffary. 

© Dueftion 3d. What are thofe particles that are neceflary to vege- 
tation? 

‘ The purport of this queftion I underfland to be, of what nature 
or conftitution are thofe particles which enter into the effence of 
plants, affimilate with it, and increafe their bulk; or, in other words, 
which feed and fupport plants in every ftage of their growth, from 
their firft embryo ftate to that of maturity, or higheft ftate of per- 
fection ? 

* For a rational folution to this queftion we muft have recourfe to 
experience. Indeed no certain conclufion can be drawn in the exten- 
five field of agriculture, from data furnifhed by any other means, All 
theories and hypothefes, whofe principles originate in the imagina- 
tion, are as vifionary, delufive, and untenable as aérial caftles, whofe 
foundations are in the clouds, A man may think ingenioufly, but 
he will rarely think rightly, when he quits the fure guide of experi- 
ence to purfue the flights of a glowing fancy, which has no connec- 
tion with, or relation to, the eftablifhed laws of nature. 

* The daily praétice of every hufbandman clearly fhews, that thofe 
fertilizing particles, of whatever they confift, are to be found in every 
article of the vegetable and animal kingdom, that is capable of fer- 
mentation, and diffolution by putrefaétion. The dung-heap, which 
is a promifcuous combination of thefe fubftances, when in the higheft 
ftate of putrefcence, is perhaps the ftrongeft and moft efficacious of 
any general manure. Were this to be had in quantities equal to the 
farmer’s wifhes, at a moderate price, his fields might be always fer- 
tile, as it would be a fund fufficient to reftore thofe principles of ve- 
getation which the moft exhaufting crops could annually take from 
the foil. It is a matter perfeétly uninterefting to the praétical farmer, 
by what name the philofophical chemift may call thofe fertilizing 
principles. They may be oils, falt, fulphur, water, earth, fome or 
all combined together. The knowledge of this is of no importance 
tohim. He is a ftranger indeed to chemical analization, but he is 
perfectly acquainted with the grofs fubftance, in which thofe particles, 
fo neceflary to reftore fertility to his exhaufted fields, are to be found; 
and experience has taught him the beft feafon, and moft beneficial 
method, of applyiag them for the benefit of his crops, Could the 
farmer precure a fuflicient quantity of this manure, a fallow to reftore 
the particles neceflary to vegetation would be unneceflary ; the land 
might be replenifhed as fait as the molt exhaulting crops could weaken 
it, and in this way the land, inftead of being impoverifhed would be 
jmproved, and the longer it was kept in culture the richer and better 
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‘+ would grow, as is evidently the cafe of all land that is cropped and 
cultivated with difcretion. = 

¢ This may be called the natural means of providing the pabulum 
or food of plants, as properly as giving grafs to a cow, or hay to a 
horfe, But there are other means of improving e€ foils, which com- 
monicate none of thefe particles which are neceflary to the fupport 
and growth of plants. This is done by means purely méchanical, by 
rendering fome foils more fufceptible of thofe art particles 
which float in the atmofphere, and others more capable of retaining 

em during the ftage of the growth of plants in them than they were 
in their natural ftate. Thus a very ftrong adhefive foil, which in its 
natural ftate may be too compact for moft forts of vegetables to thrive 
in, by the proper admixture of gravel or fand, its ftaple may be fo 
fhortened and opened as to favour the admiflion of atmofpherical par- 
ticles, and to encourage the extenfion of the roots and tender fibres 
of the plants that may grow in them. And a foil which confifs 
chiefly of gravel or fand may, by a proper addition of clay, chalk, 
marle, or any binding earth, be made capable of retaining thofe par- 
ticles neceflary to vegetation, which would otherwife pafs through 
them like fand through a fieve, and confequently would be beftowed 
on them in vain. 

‘ Lime, I apprehend, confidered as a manure, is chiefy to be re~ 
garded for its mechanical properties ; for neither in its quick or effete 
{tate doth it contain any of thofe nutritive particles neceflary to the 
growth and increafe of bulk in plants. Indeed, when judicioufly 
ufed, it may, as an alkali, ferve to unite and combine the oils it may 
happen to meet with in the foil with aqueous or humid particles, for 
it ftrongly attraéts both, and forms a kind of faponaceous mixture, 
highly replete with fertilizing particles, But the various methods 
ufed in manuring with lime plainly fhew the farmers in general aét 
ypon no certain or fixed principle, but conduct their practice by the 
cultom an@ufage of the country, without being able to aflign any 
reafonable ground for their expectations of a crop, otherwife than a 
fettled belief that their land would be unproductive without it; while 
others are free to declare, that they could never perceive that they 
derived the leaft advantage from it. 

‘ Lime in fome ftates, and under fome circumftances, is fo very 
different a thing from lime in other ftates, and under other circum- 
ftances, that unlefs its condition be pretty accurately defcribed, it is 
fcarcely.poffible to treat intelligibly about it. There are fcarce any 
two bodies which differ more in their properties, than the properties 
of quick lime do from thofe of effete lime; therefore, to affert any 
thing of the virtue of lime, either as a medicine or a manure, with- 
Out defcribing its {tate and condition, and the circumitances of ufing 
it, is to fay nothing that is intelligible, or that can convey the leatt 
beneficial information. The fubject, however, is worthy of the moft 
thorough inveftigation, though it appears to have been very little at- 
tended to by the praétical farmer or philofophical experimenter, 
With fome it is the fine gua non of fuccefsful praétice ; with others, a 
certain heavy expence, attended with no kind of advantage. Where 
its greateft effects are faid to have been experienced, I believe it is 
more owing to a fortunate concurrence of circumftances than to the 
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{kill of the hufbandman, aéting upon principles deduced from the 
reafon and nature of the thing. However, as in many Counties it js 
the farmer’s chief, almoft only dependence, and attended with a 
heavy expence, it is furely of great moment, that its principles of 
acting fhould be better underitood, and its virtue more fatisfatorily 
afcertained; which, if leifure permits, may be attempted in fome 
future paper. 

« 1f you think thefe remarks worthy of the notice of your refpea- 
able fociety, I beg you will prefent them with my refpectful com- 
pliments.’ ‘ 

We with we could make room for the fupplement to this let. 
ter; the conclufion, however, we muft not omit ; 

* Every one knows, that all richly cultivated lands, whether fields 
or gardens, are made fertile by manure ; and that the richelt of all] 
snanures are thofe fubftances, whether animal or vegetable, which 
have paffed through the bodies of animals. The excrements of ani- 
mals then are the richeft and moft nourifhing food of vegetables; 
therefore it is very reafonable to fuppofe, and experience confirms it, 
that they attract them copioufly in their fubtilized flate, as they Roat 
in the air. But is it not truly aftonifhing, that materials, the mott 
offenfive and difgufting one can conceive, fhould, by the wonderful 
chemiftry of nature, be converted into plants, leaves, and flowers, 
moft curioufly beautiful, which charm, delight, and ravifh the tafte, 
the fight, and the {mell, 

* Should we carry our fpeculations a little farther, our aflonish- 
ment would be greatly increafed. Of what does the nourifhment of 
man confift ? From what fource are his moft favourite viands derived? 
Is it not eafy to conceive, or rather, is it poffible not to perceive, 
that a few months before they might exift under a form, and in cir- 
cumftances the moft loathfome and offenfive. Excrements the moft 
grofs and detefted may foon ailume the pleafing verdure of a richly 
enamelled field, be devoured by the bleating flock, and conveyed a 
fecond, yea, a tenth time into the fame ftomach and bowels, in the 
form and fubftance of the flefh of an innocent lamb. What a morti- 
fying confideration this to the pride of a prince, who can never be 
certain that the laft meal he made was not, and the next will not be, on 
the excrements of a beggar; or, what is ftill infinitely worfe and more 
difgufting, on the putrid remains of a polluted nymph, who made her 
laft groans in the horrid manfions of the Lock!’ 

Mr. Wimpey has contributed another article in this Mifcel- 
Jany, which, if our limits would allow, we fhould be happy in 
laying before our Readers. It is on the fubject of watering 


meadows. 

The fifth article contains Mr. Anderfon’s anfwer to fome 
queries that had been propofed to him on the drill f hufbandry, 
&c. To this mode of cultivation, Mr. Anderfon has adhered 
for eleven years. His crops, communibus annis, have been four- 
teen bufhels per acre; a produce which will not, we fhould 
fuppofe, even though obtained, as Mr. Anderfon’s was, from 


the fame land fucceilively, induce many to follow his example. 
It 
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Tt muft not, however, be omitted that Sir John Anftruther, as 
appezrs by a letter in this collection, has adopted the Tullian 


principles with better fuccefs; having obtained twenty-eight 
bufhels and three pecks upon an acre. But this increafe, he 
tells us, though great, was not fo large as Mr. Crake of Glaf- 

ow had without dung. He then adds, on the authority of Mr. 
Randal, ** It is an experimented faét, that on a fine loam, ex- 
quifitely prepared, one hundred and forty-four bufhels have been 
produced from one acre.” If Mr. Randal’s ftatement of the 
fact be true, there wants no other proof of the imperfedtion of 
acriculture ; four and twenty bushels per acre being, we believe, 
the full average crop in the beft cultivated diftri€ts of the king- 
dom. Were it, indeed, poffible to procure half the quantity 
Mr. Randal fpeaks of, England might in a few years be the 
moft flourifhing nation upon earth. Compared with the advan- 
tages that would refult from fuch an improved ftate of agricul- 
ture, all other refources would be as nothing. Befides fupplying 
the home confumption, there would be a furplus of at leaft 
twelve million quarters for exportation; which, at forty fhil- 
lings per quarter, befides finding conftant employment for fix 
hundred thoufand ton of fhipping, would produce an annual re- 
turn of twenty-four millions fterling ! But why, it may be faid, 
indulge ourfelves in fpeculations founded on a chimerical idea 
that never can be realized? Chimerical, however, as the idea 
may appear; we are told there is a gentleman (if we miftake not, 
a clergyman) who is not without hope of feeing it, in fome 
degite-atileatt, educed to practice; having, as he apprehends, 
made a difcovery in the made of cultivating wheat, by which he 
expects to reap a crop equa! to that on which we have founded 
our calculations. Weare farther told, that his method, which 
we underftand he has not yet fully divulged, is fuppofed to be 
neither more difficult nor expenfive than thofe that are in come 
mon ufe. The friend, from whom we have our intelligence, 
and on which we can rely, affures us, that the experiment was 
actually tried laft year, upon a fmall fcale, and with fuccefs, 
Should it be equally fuccefsful upon an extended one, the dif- 
coverer will have a claim upon the gratitude of the Public, 
which it would be difficult to eftimate: in the prefent exigence 
of our affairs, he might be confidered as little lefs than the fa- 
viour of his country. 

Though we undoubtedly fhould expofe curfelves to the im- 
putation of credulity, were we to be particularly fanguine in 
our expectations of the refult of this moft important experiment, 
we will not, however defpair : the prefent is an age of wonders: 
the aérial voyage of Mefficurs Robert and Charles, &c. may teach 
us that fearcely any thing is phyfically impraéticable.—But 
to return ; 
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Paffing over an article or two of inferior importance, we 
come to Mr. Swaine’s intelligent letter on grafs- feeds. It has 
been long thought an object worthy the attention of the apri- 
culturift, to cultivate each fpecies of grafs feparately, that, by 
being able to compare their refpective merits and propenfities, 
he might know how to adapt them to their congenial foils, and 
be alfo inftruéted, which to prefer and which to reject. To 
thofe who wifh to pay attention to this fubjeét, Mr. Swaine’s 
letter will afford contiderable information. 

This method, however, of fowing grafs- feeds feparately, is 
only advifeable when fown with a view to raife feed again; or 
pofibly for meadow. When intended to lie for pafture, a mix- 
ture of grafles is to be preferred, of thofe forts efpecially that 
flourifh at the moft oppofite feafons, that as one fpecies de- 
clines, another may be ready to fupply its place ; thus furnifh- 
ing a conflant fucceffion of food in a vegetating ftate through the 
greateft part of the year. 

Befide the papers already pointed out as particularly intitled 
to the reader’s attention, there are many others, which our li- 
mits permit us not even to enumerate, that merit the diftin@ion 
beftowed upon them by the Editors of this ufeful collection. 
For thefe we muft refer to the work itfelf, difmiffing it with 
our heartieft wifhes, that the Society to whom the Public is in- 
debted for it, may attain the various and important objects of 
their inftitution, and continue to communicate their intelligence 
and difcoveries to the community at large. ct b...% 
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Art. VI. 4 S)/em of Chronology. By James Playfair, D. D. Mem- 
ber of the Antiquarian Society of Scotland. Folio. 21. 5s. 


Boards. Creech, Edinburgh; Dilly, &c. London, 1784. 


H E ufefulnefs of chronology is univerfally acknowledged, 

becaufe, without its aid, “hiftory would only exhibit a 
chaos of events without order or connection. Accordingly, in 
every enlightened age, this fcience has been an objeét of confi- 
derable attention, and many writers of great eminence, even 
the immortal NewTon himielf, have employed much time and 
pains in the ftudy of it. 

‘Thofe who are converfant with ancient hiftory muft be fen- 
fible of the difficulties which a compoier of a fyftem of chrono- 
logy has to encounter. The writings of the earlieft hiftorians 
and genealogifts have long fince perifhed. “The names and 
dates of the firft writers in Chaldza and Egypt are not known; 
and the few fragments of antiquity that have been preferved, af- 
furd little information that can be relied on. 

The firft meafures of time were very indeterminate. Hella- 
nicus regulated his narfation by the fucceffion of the prieficiles 
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of Juno at Argos, and Ephorus computed by generations. Even 
after the ufe of dates and zras had been eftablifhed, the hif- 
torians of ancient times were very inattentive to them, and very 
inaccurate in their computations. They frequently reckoned 
their eras and years differently, without having any knowledge 
of it, or at leaft, without giving the reader any previous ia- 
formation ; a circumftance which has proved the fource of in- 
numerable errors and miftakes in chronology. 

Even modern hiftorians, with all the means of information 
in their power, have not been fuficiently careful to afcertain 
dates and epochas with precifion; and this negligence or inat- 
tention of fome hiftorians, who are, at prefent, highly and de- 
fervedly efteemed, has occafioned confufion and inconfiftency 
in their account of feveral material events. 

It muft, therefore, be a very laborious and difficult under- 
taking, to compare the accounts of hiftorians, critics, and an- 
tiquaries; to diftinguifh truth and probability from falfehood 
and fable; and to give a clear and confiftent view of the great 
revolutions, events, and occurrences, from the earlieft period 
to the prefent time. 

The labours of Scaliger, Uther, Marfham, Freret, Jackfon, 
Blair, Prieftley, &c. in this field, are well known to ail who 
have ftudied chronology, and the Public is much indebted to 
them. Thofe, however, who have perufed their produ@tions - 
with due care and attention, muft be convinced that a work 
was ftill wanting, which fhould lay down the principles of this 
fcience with concifenefs and precifion; which fhould give a 
fhort but accurate abridgment of the hiftory of the world; and 
fhould exhibit, in tables and charts, fuch a view of the feries 
of human affairs, as may affift the memory, and imprefs the 
imagination. 

To effect this is the obje&t of the Work now before us ; and it 
would be great injuftice not to acknowledge, that the induftry 
of the learned Author has been very fuccefsfully exerted. It is, 
indeed, the beft help to the ftudy of hiftory, and the moft ufe- 
ful work upon chronology, that we are acquainted with. He 
has divided it into five parts, which are arranged agd teated in 
the following manner : 

The elements or principles of chronolozy conftitute the fub- 
ject of the firft part. The various divifions of time, viz. the 
hour, the day, the week, the month, the year, the folar and 
lunar cycles, the epaét, the indiction, and the Julian period, 
are explained with great perfpicuity ; proper rules and examples 
are given under each head; and very probable and rational 
judements on thofe fubje€is which have been controverted. 

In treating of the celebrated expedition of the Argonauts, our 
Author obferves, that the various accounts which have been 
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iven of it, abound in niga inconfiftency, and fable, 


which have led fome writers to call in queftion the reality of its 
exiftence. But the evidence of it is tco clear and ftrong, he 
infifts, to be fet afide. Almoft all ancient and modern writers 
admit that the ftory of this adventure was founded in fa& ; they 
differ only as to the time when it happened, and with refpeé to 
feveral circumftances relating to it. Herodotus places it in the 
fecond generation before the Trojan wars Diodorus Siculus 
and Tatian agree, that it was but one generation prior to it, 
and inform us, that fome of the fons of the Argonauts were 
prefent at the fiege of Troy. We may, therefore, place it 
forty-one or forty-two years before that event, viz. 1225 B.C. 
This date agrees with the neign of Thefeus, and alfo with the 
beginning of Priam’s reign at Troy. 

On this epoch Sir Ifaac Newton has founded his fy ftem of chro- 
nology. To afcertain it with precifion, he has endeavoured to 
point out the pofition of the equinoxia] and folftitial colures on 
the fphere of Chiron, and thence to compute the interval 
between that event and the commencement of the prefent 
century. 

Our Author’s objections to this ingenious method of afcer- 
taining the date of the Argonautic expedition, are, 1. That it is 
founded on two fuppofitions, viz. that Chiron conftru&ted a 
celeftial fphere for the ufe of the Argonauts; and that this is 
the {phere defcribed by Eudoxus ; of neither of which fufficient 
evidence has been brought. 2. The invention of the fphere 
has been afcribed by the ancients to feveral different perfons, 
who were not Argonauts, as Atlas, Palamedes, Nauficus, Mu- 
feus, &c. and, with ftill greater probability, to the Egyptians. 
3. Aratus, who defcribes the fphere of Kudoxus, makes no 
mention of Chiron. 4. Canopus, the chief ftar in the conftel- 
lation Argos, is only 37° from the po'e, and therefore was in- 
vifible to the Argonauts in their whole courfe. It is not likely 
that, if Chiron had conftruéted the fphere for the ufe of the 
Argonauts, he would have given the name Argo to a conftella- 
tion which they were never to obferve. 

For thefe and other reafons, our Author rejeéts the fyftem of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, and concludes, that the fphere mentioned by 
Eudoxus muft have been conftru€ted about 1450 years before 
Chrift. 

Having treated of the elements of chronology, Dr. Playfair 
proceeds to give an abridgment of Univerfal Hiftory. —His ac- 
count of the Chinefe annals is accurate and judicious. Part of 
what he fays on this fubjecét we fhall lay before our Readers, 

* Areview of the Chinefe annals (fays he), would difpofe us to 
call in queftion their authenticity. We are informed, that two gene- 


rations before Fou-hi, the Chinefe were rude and barbarous, withoat 
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difcipline, without laws. In the reign of Fou-hi, they are repre- 
fented as a civilized, intelligent, refined people, fkilled in fcience, 
acquainted with the mode of computing time by acycle of fixty 

ears, obfervers of the celeftial figns, and the motions of the hea- 
venly bodies. The art of writing is faid to have been invented in 
the reign of Houng-ti, many aftronomical obfervations made, the 
folar and lunar years nearly adjufted, the motions of the planetary 
orbs determined, an Orrery conftruéted, &c. Within the {pace of a 
century after the death of Houng-ti, we are told, that the Chinefe 
were fo profoundly {killed in aftronomy, as to calculate a conjunction 
of the planets which happened in that period. Other inftances of 
their uncommon penetration and abilities in thefe early ages might 
be mentioned: but I proceed to obferve, that the account of the ra- 
pid progrefs of the Chinefe to perfection in fcience, does not accord 
with our notion of the improvement of the human mind, with the 
fate of fociety in its earlieft period, with the national character of 
the Chinefe themfelves, nor with other parts of their hiftory. The 
improvements of nations, as well as individuals, is gradual, being 
the refult of many vigorous, and often painful efforts. No where elfe 
have we found that a people had arrived at perfection in the {pecula- 
tive and abftract fciences, while they remained in a ftate of imma- 
turity with refpeét to the ufeful and ornamental arts: nor has any in-~ 
ftance been produced, in which a nation has gradually relapfed into 
ignorance of a fcience in which they had been thoroughly verfant, 
while the fame means by which they originally acquired knowledge 
have been regularly ufed, and while they made uniform, though 
flow progref:, in other branches of fcience, and in the arts. Far- 
ther, if we luok into the frit period of the Chinefe hiftory, and take 
a view of their manners, cultoms, &c. as therein reprefented, we 
muft obferve, that their improvement in the neceflary and ufeful arts 
was, for many ages, inconfiderable, and not fuited to thofe who had 
attained to perfection in the fublimer fciences, It may be added, 
that their national charaéter has always oppofed the idea of rapid 
progrefs in literary purfuits. They are flow and fuperficial, deftitute 
of fubtlety and penetration, without invention, without curiofity, 
without enterprize. Accordingly we find, that though for the {pace 
of feveral thoufands of years focieties have been eltablifhed for lite- 
rary purpofes, and recompences have been beitowed on learned men, 
yet the empire of China has not produced a fingle man of great at- 
tainments in fpeculative fcience, nor one who has difplayed that de- 
gree of acutenefs and penetration that is effential im the ftudy of phi- 
lofophy, or the defire of information neceffary to improvement in 
knowledge. From thefe particulars it is very obvious, that there is 
fome reafon for calling in queftion the authenticity of the ancient 
Chinefe annals and hiltorical books.’ 

Phe high antiquity of Egypt is examined with the fame care, 
and rejected with the fame probability. And indeed, at a time 
when it has become fafhionable, even for philofophers, to ex- 
tend the duration of the world beyond the limits to which igno- 
rance and pride had carried it, we cannot help commendin 
our Authar’s moderation and judgment in defending that fyftem 


which 


























280 Playfair’s Syftem of Chronology. 


which is deduced from the authority of {cripture, and preferring 
the teftimony of Mofes, to the fplendid but precarious reafonings 
of Bailly and Buffon. 

In the modern part of univerfal hiftory, our Author has lefs 
occafion for deep refearch into points of chronology. But here 
too we find the fame judicious arrangement, the fame perfpi- 
cuity and fimplicity of narration, which diftinguifhes the whole 
of the work. The felection of facts is every where happy; and 
though the fcale on which the hiftory is written is enlarged as 
it approaches the prefent times, this occafions no difproportion 
in the parts, but rather gives to the whole an air of perfpedtive 
natural and pleafant. 

Next follows a catalogue of eclipfes, containing a lift of all 
that have happened from the birth of Chrift to the prefent times, 
computed from the tables of modern aftronomy. A fhorede- 
fcription of the phenomena of each eclipfe is joined to it, which, 
together with a table of the limits of eclipfes, to be found in 
the Appendix, enables us to form a very tolerable idea of the 
appearance of any one of them at any afligned place. This is 
of infinite ufe in chronology as well as in geography. ‘The 


table is adapted to the meridian of Paris, and, as our Author 


tells us, has been extracted from the celebrated work intitled, 
L’ART DE VERIFIER LES DATES. 

The table of eclipfes is followed by a chronological lift of 
councils, containing the title and date of every council, toge- 
ther with the chief fubject of debate. For what reafon thefe 
two tables are brought fo near each other, we are at a lofs to 
conje€ture, unlefs our Author meant to infinuate, that councils 
and eclipfes have both occafionally fpread darknefs over the face 
of the earth. It will furprize a reader not acquainted with ec- 
clefiaftical hiftory (the blackeft part of the annals of human 
frailty), to be informed, that it has required upwards of 1600 
of thefe councils, notwithftanding the infallibility of each, to 
regulate the faith and difcipline of the church. 

The fourth part contains the chronological tables and charts, 
which unite the advantages of the plans of Dr. Blair and Dr. 
Prieftley. The defign of them, our Author fays, is to exhibit 
a reprefentation of the reigns of kings and emperors, and of the 
lives of remarkable men in all ages, together with the years of 
every important zra, from 2200 B. C. to the prefent time. 
This period is divided into equal portions, every one of which 
conlifts of 600 years. Each page contains the years, lives, or 
reigns, relating to the interval fpecifed in the title prefixed. 

Each page is interfeéted by perpendicular and horizontal 
lines. The fpace contained between the latter reprefents centu- 
ries of years ; and all that is included in the fame {pace refers to 
the fame century, whether it be the reigns of kings, the ae 
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of different eras, or the lives of eminent men. The tables of 
reions and of zras arealfo divided by horizontal lines into half 
centuries, in order to affift the eye in the obfervation of corre- 
{ponding years.— The feveral {paces bounded by perpendicular 
lines include what relates to the feveral ciafles or denominations 
indicated in the tide and contents of each page. ‘Ihe marginal 
perpendicular line is divided into a fcale of years, for the ufe of 
the tables. Half a century of this [cale is fubdivided into fingle 
years, and the remaining centuries into intervals of five years. 
The perpendicular fpace on the lefe hand of each table con- 
tains the reigns of kings. ‘The dates and duration of thefe 
reigns are marked by fmall afterifks prefixed to the name of 
each king. Thefe marks may, with eafe, be referred to the 
marginal fcale, by means of compafles, or a parallel ruler. 

The great advantage of the charts, each of which, though 
confifting of three parts, folds out fo as to be ail under the eye 
at once, is, that they reprefent to fenfe and imagination the 
fuccefion of thofe men, who from their fituation or abilities are 
recorded in hiftory. A full view of cotemporary authors, and 
of that fucceffion of great men, which is of fuch importance 
both in civil and literary hiftory, is here placed before us. The 
charts are executed with neatnefs and accuracy on the part of 
the engraver, as well as of the author, and will be found of 
great ufe to every one interefted in the hiftory of paft ages. 

We have next a chronological table of remarkable events 
and occurrences in ancient and modern hiftory, from the crea- 
tion of the world to the year 1783. The Appendix contains a 
great variety of tables neceflary for the illuftration of feveral 
parts of the fyftem. Thefe tables are fcattered through a num- 
ber of books in the different fciences, and not eafily to be 
found. ‘They are now brought together, and arranged inthe 
moft convenient order. 

The firft of thefe is the Chronicle of Paros, originally en- 
graved on thofe marbles which are now to be feen at Oxford. It 
was compofed when Diognetus was /rchon of Athens, 264 years 
before Chrift. Among the moft important of the mpgbles that 
follow, are thofe of the Olympiads ; a lift of the Theban kings, 
from Eratofthenes ; of the Chaldean, Perfian, and Egyptian 
kings, from Ptolemy ; of the months of various nations, both 
ancient and modern, compared with the Roman month ;~a table 
of epochs—limits of folar eclipfes ;—a table fhewing the differ- 
ent dates given to the creation, of which there are no lefs than 
88. ‘The two extremes are, that of Alphonfo king of Ca- 
ftile, who carries back that event 6984 years before the Chrift- 
lan zra, and that of a Rabbi Lypman, who brings itdown to 
3016 before the fame zra.—This is followed by a very copious 
biographical index, digefted in alphabetical order, containing 
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not only the names in the charts, but many others that could 
not find a place there; with a fhort charaéter fubjoined to 
each. 

Such is the fkeleton of the elaborate work before us. It is a 
thefaurus of chronological knowledge, much more ample and 
judicious than any that has yet appeared; uniting the advan. 
tages of many different fyftems, and felecting from them what 
is moft valuable, while, at the fame time, it combines them 
with fuch fkill, as to merit the praife of originality. Dr. Play. 
fair avoids the faults into which a chronologer is moft apt to 
fall; for he is various without being perplexed, extenfive with- 
out being fuperficial, and accurate without being tedious. Ina 
work where order and arrangement are objeéts of the firft im- 
portance, it is of confequence to remark, that the printer and 
engraver are entitled to a very confiderable degree of praife ; 
and that we do not remember to have feen a book of equal fize 
and elegance that could be purchafed for fo fmall a fum. 

We fhall conclude with obferving, that it is extremely dif- 
ficult, if not abfolutely impoffible, to avoid inaccuracies and 
errors, in a work where fuch a multiplicity of dates is to be 
afcertained and adjufted. Accordingly, we have difcovered fe- 
veral errors in our Author’s biographical index, which we are 
glad to be informed he has corrected, in an additional half 
fheet, that will foon be publifhed. 

it is proper likewife to obferve, that if what he now offers 
to the Public meets with approbation, he intends to publ:th 
fone chronological diflertations, containing his reafons for 
rejcCting fome opinions which have been long eftablifhed, and 
alopting others not generally received. ‘Thefe diflertations will 
be accompanied with a feleét number of maps, relating to an- 
cient and modern hiftory, fome of which are to be conftructed 
on a new plan; together with the hiftory of Geography, from 
its origin to its lateft improvements. R 





Arr. VII. 4a Effay on EkeGricity, in which the Theory and Practice 
of that afeful science are illuttrated by a Variety of Experiments. 
To which is added, 4n Effay on Magnetifn By George Adams, 
Mathemarica! Infirament aker to his Majety. 8vo. 5s, Boards 
Sold by the Author, No. 60. Fleet-fireet. 1784. 


HENEVER an author appears to be pofleffed of can- 

dour and modefty, we are always tempted to allow his 
own words to ftamp the character of his pertormance. Thus, 
in the prefent inftance, Mr. Adams fays in his pieface : 

‘ It has been my. endeavour, in the following t.flay, to colle@ and 
arrange, in a methodical and concife manner, the effential parts of 
electricity ; by thefe means to render its application eafy, -—* 
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and obvious to the young practitioner. Though the nature and con- 
fined limits of my plan did not admit of much variety of obfervation, 
or a formal enumeration of every particular, yet few things, I hope, 
of ufe and importance, have been omitted.’ 

We fee, hence, that Mr. A. does not pretend to have added 
to the faéts already known in eleétricity ; but to put into the 
hands of beginners a practical introduction, which, with the 
help of the apparatus he prepares, may enable them to repeat 
moft of the experiments hitherto made, and to arrive at all we 
know of the principles of this important branch of philofophy. 

The experiments here defcribed are no lefs then 226 in num- 
ber. They are diftributed under the following heads: 1. Of 
Ele@tricity in general. 2. Of the Eleétrical Machine. 3. and 
4. Of Ele@trical Attraétion and Repulfion. 5. Of the Lleétric 
Spark. 6. Of Eleétrified Points. 7. Of the Leyden Phial. 
8. Of the Battery. 9. Of Condudétors for Buildings, with a 
brief ftatement of the Wilfonian Controverfy. 10. Of a 
charged Plate of Air. 41. Of the Electrophorus, from Volta. 
12. Of Atmofpherical Ele€tricity, from Father Beccaria. 13. 
Of the Diffufion and Subdivifion of Fluids by Electricity, from 
Nollet. 14. Of the Eleétric Light in Vacuo. 15. Of Me- 
dical Electricity, chiefly, we apprehend, from Cavallo. And, 
16. Mifcellaneous Experiments and Obfervations. 

Although we have intimated, that the Author does not pro- 
fels to give any new difcoveries in this publication, yet as the 
paflage in which he explains the excitation of an electrical ma- 
chine contains fome hints which we do not recollect to have 
met with elfewhere, we fhall not f{cruple to infert it here, for 
the information of fuch of our eleétrical readers as may not 
have opportunities of perufing the work. 

* In order to find out an effeciual mode of exciting powerfully an 
electrical machine, it is neceflary to frame an idea of che mechanifin 
by which the cylinder extraéts the eleétric fluid from the cufh‘or, 
and thofe bodies which are connected with it: 1 have therefore fub- 
joined thofe conjectures on which I have worked, and by which I 
have been able to excite, in the moft powerful manner, thofe ma- 


chines which have paffed through my hands. 

* ft appears to me, that the refiltance of the air is leffened, or a 
kind of vacuum is produced, where the cufhion is in clofe contact 
with the cylinder, ‘The eleéiric matter, agreeable to the law ob- 
ferved by all other elaflic fluids, is prefled towards that part where it 
finds leaft refiftance: the same intlant, therefore, that the cylinder is 
feparated from the cufhion, the fire iffues forth in abundance, | 

* The more perfect the continuity is made, and the quicker the 
folution of it, the greater is the quantity which will proceed from 
the cufhion. But as the fluid in this fituation will enter with avidity 
very condodling fubfiance that is near it, if any amalgama lies 


above that part of the cushion which is in contact with the cylinder, it 
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will abforb and carry back part of the electric fire to the refervoir 
from whence it was extracted, 

‘ If thefe conjectures be true, to excite an electrical machine ef. 
fectually, we matt, 

‘ if, Find out thofe parts of the cufhion which are prefled by the 
glafs of the cylinder, 

‘ 2. Apply the amalgama only to thofe parts. 

‘3 Make the line of contact between the cylinder and cufhion as 
perfect as poflible. 

« 4. Prevent the fire that is collefted from efcaping. 

‘ About the year 1782, 1 applied a loofe flap of leather to the 
front of the cufhion ; the amalgama was {pread over the whole of the 
flap; the cufhion was then put in its place, and the loofe flap of lea- 
ther doubled down, or rather turned in, more or lefs, till by fuccef- 
five experiments the fituation was difcovered which produced the 
greateit effet; for, by this means, the quantity of amalgama aéting 
againft the cylinder, was leflened. I was naturally led to contraé 
the breadth of the cuthion, and place it in fuch manner that it might 
be eafily raifed or lowered. 

‘ The advantages gained by this method were confiderably im- 
proved by a very ingenious gentleman. He glued a bit of leather on 
a large piece of cork, and placed his amalgama on the leather ; with 
this he rubbed that zone of the glafs cylinder which bears againft the 
cufhion. By this excellent contrivance, the line of contact between 
the cylinder and cufhion is rendered very perfect, the {maller pores of 
the glafs are filled with the amalgama, and the fuperfiuous parts of it 
are depofited on the cufhion. 

‘ Beccaria fuggetts, that the amalgama thus depofited on the fur- 
face of the glafs forms a continued feries of conduécting particles, 
which carry the fire to the prime conductor, and, under certain cir- 
cumflances, back again to the cufhion. 

* Another ingenious electrician afcertains the line of contact form- 
ed between the cylinder and cufhion, by placing a line of whiting, 
which has been previoufly diffolved in fpirits of wine, on the cylin- 
der: on turning the cylinder, this whiting is depofited on the cu- 
fhion, and marks the places which bear againit the cylinder. The 
amalgama is to be placed only on thofe parts which are marked by 
the whiting. 

‘ Either of thefe modes will fucceed. If the firft is ufed, no 
amalgama is to be placed on the cufhion ; that which is rubbed into 
the cylinder, and depofited by it on the cufhion in its revolutions, 
will produce an altonifhing quantity of fire. In either method, when 
the cylinder is rubbed with the amalgamated leather, that part of the 
oi!, or black filk which lies above the cufhion, is to be turned back; 
and if by accident any particles of the amalgama ftick to it, they 
muft be wiped off carefully. 

‘ If the elediricity of the cylinder grows lefs powerful, it is eafily 
renewed by turning back the filk which lies over it, and then rubbing 
the cylinder with the amalgamated leather. 

‘ A very fmal!l quantity of tallow placed over the amalgama, is 
obferved to give more force to the electric powers of the cylinder.’ 
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The {mall tract on magnetifm is here annexed, merely to il- 
juftrate the ufe of an apparatus, conftructed in order to exhibit 
the general phenomena of that fubrle agent. It is given as an 
extract of a larger work, which is laid afide for the prefent, and 
aftually contains nothing new. ! 

Among a few errata, not noticed in the table, we mutt parti- 
cularly point out one in p. 135, 1, 13, where the letter of re- 
ference a is put inftead of d, fince it affects the fenfe of the 
paflage {o materially as to render it unintelligible to beginners. 

We are aware, that philofophical writers, who are more in- 
tent upon matter than words, claim aright of exemption from 
elegance of ftyle ; but grammatical accuracy is, in our opinion, 
what no writer of any clafs can be allowed to difpenfe with. 
We do not mean to tax Mr, A. in particular with omiffions of 
this nature, for men of great name, and who had better write any 
how, than not write at all, have often offended us in-this refpec. 
What we here particularly allude to, is, the very frequent falfe 
conftruction of the indicative mood with conditional adverbs or 
conjunctions, fuch as in the above quotation, ‘If the firft is 
ufed’—and elfewhere, * If two tubes are fufpended,’ * Whether 
the condutor is infulated or not.’ In al] which inftances the 
conjunctive de is no doubt the proper mood of the auxiliary. Pp 





Art. VIII. Flora Diatetica: or, Hiftory of Efculent Plants, beth Do- 
meftie and Foreign. In which they are accurately defcribed, and 
reduced to their Linnzan generic and fpecific Names, With their 
Englith Names annexed, and ranged under Eleven general Heads; 
viz. Eiculent, 1. Roots; 2. Shoots, Stalks, &c.; 3. Leaves; 4. Flow- 
ers; ¢. Berries; 6, Stone fruit; 7. Apples; 8. Legumens; 9. Grain; 
10. Nuts; 11. Fungufes. And a particular Account of the Manner 
of ufing them; their native Places of Growth; their feveral Varie- 
ties, and pbyfical Properties: together with whatever is otherwife 
curious, or very remarkable in each fpecies. The whole fo me- 
thodized, as to form a fhort Introdu€tion to the Science of Botany. 
By Charles Bryant, of Norwich, 8vo. 6s. boards, White. 1783. 


T is fo common a propenfity in the ignorant to decry and ri- 
dicule parts of knowledge with which they are unacquainted, 
that we need not wonder at the imputations of frivolou{nefs and 
inutility, which many have fo freely beftowed on the delightful 
fcience of botany. At the fame time, its friends may boldly af- 
fert, that abundant proofs are continually appearing of its ex- 
tenfive importance, and real refpectability ; and in particular, 
the Linnean {chool, who have been peculiarly charged with con- 
verting the whole ftudy into a fyftem of words and trifles, have 
been moft diligently engaged in applying their refearches to pur- 
pofes of public benefit. That invaluable collection of effays on 
various jubjects in natural hiftory, the Amcenitates Academica of 
U 3 the 
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the Upfal Univerfity, contains many admirable examples of this 
application of fcience to matters of confeffed utility ; and we may 
particularly mention thofe entitled Flora O5cconomica, Plante Ef- 
culenta, Acetaria, Macellum Olitorium, and Frudtus Efculenti, as 
conneéted with the fubjeét of the work now before us. 

Mr. Bryant (who lately gave a fpecimen of his accuracy in 
botanical defcription, by a minute account of two fpecies of Ly- 
coperdon *) has aimed, in the prefent volume, to give a clear 
and intelligible, though concife, account of all the known 
plants ufed by various nations as articles of diet. He has are 
ranged them under diftin&t heads, as mentioned in the title. 
page; fixed the genus and fpecies, by annexing the Linnean 
name ; given a brief defcription of all except the moft common 
and univerfally known; and fubjoined the fenfible qualities, 
ufes, modes of preparation, &c. of each article. As fuch a 
work muft be, for the moft part, merely a compilation, fidelity, 
and clearnefs in defcriptijon, and judgment in feleétion, are the 
qualities alone requifite for its completion; and in thefe our 
Author does not appear deficient. From his ftyle, and the un- 
varied limits of his matter and manner, we cannot indeed con- 
clude him to bea perfon of enlarged education, or extenfive 
aequirements ; but, as far as he goes, he may probably be fafely 
trafted ; and his work is well calculated for the information and 
inftruétion of the generality of readers. Here are many faéts 
refpecting the dietetical ufes of vegetables common amongft us, 
which will be new to moft readers, and well deferve to be 
known. In this country, it is true, we are not much difpofed 
to feek for Juxuries in the fields and wocds ; though it would be 
better for our conftitutions, and perhaps, too, for our morals, 
were fuch a talte more encouraged, 

What we chiefly regret in the prefent performance, is the 
want of a proper union of chemical with botanical knowledge. 
The principles and conftituent parts by which vegetables are 
rendered fit articles for the food of man and other animals, are 
only to be difcovered by the application of tefts belonging to 
chemiftry ; while botany ferves to afcertain the identity of the 
{pecies in which fuch qualities have been difcovered ; and, fome- 
times, analogically, to difcover them in others. Scarcely any 
thing would be move curious and ufeful, than an enquiry into 
the nature of all the various dietetical articles, conducted by a 
man of real fcience, on the conjoined principles of chemiftry 
and natural hiftory. A 
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* See Monthly Review for OQober 1783. 
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Art. IX. Do&rines and Pra@ice of Hippocrates in Surgery and Phy- 
fic; with occafional Remarks. By Francis Riollay, M. B. 8vo. 


5S boards. Cadell. 1753-6 


HE purpofe of this writer is explained in the following 

comparifon, or rather contraft, between his work and 
the elaborate performance of the celebrated Le Clerc. * The 
main object of bis, as an hiftorian, was to reprefent, in a gene- 
ral manner, the ftate of phyfic in the time of Hippocrates. ‘Ivhe 
main object of mine, is to enquire, by entering into greater par- 
ticulars, how far a ftudy of his writings is ufeful at prefent ; 
and, at the fame time, by freeing them, in a great meafure, 
from the unneceflary minuctenefs, frequent obfcurities, contra- 
ditory paflages, endlefs repetitions, and confufed manner 
[matter ?] with which their worth is mingled and disfigured ; to 
fpare to others a good part of the Jabour I once thought myfelf 
bound to undergo. His province was confined to facts; mine 
extends to opinions: in one word, to examine impartially whe 
ther the caule is equal to the etfeét ; or whether the faéts deferve 
the opinions they have occafioned, is the object of this ate 
tempt.’ 

That the flioht fketch this Author has given, or rather the 
feleétion he has made, of the works of Hippocrates, will con- 
vey an adequate idea of all his facts and opinions, we can by no 
means admit. It may, indeed, abridge the ftudent’s labour, 
by convincing him that the writings of this venerated fage are 
not at all worthy the expence of time and labour requifite for their 
ferious perufal ; a conclufion that the ip cimens here exhibited 
may be thought too juftly to warrant. Indeed, we can fcairely 
forbear to cry ** Procul, procul efte profani /” and to complain of 
our Author for removing a vel, which has concealed the nakede 
nefs of antient phyfic for upwards of two thouland years. Ie is 
certain, that how refpectable foever many of the Hippocratic 
doctrines may appear in their Greek robes; they make but a 
contemptible fivure in a plain Englifh parb, We are not dif- 
pofed to indulve our Readers in general with a laugh at the 
expence of this reverend fire of phytic, and therefore forbear to 
quote fome of the molt remarkable paflaves tranflated by the 
Writer before us. He is, indeed, by no means guilty of the 
ufual fault of tranflators and annotators, too partial an attach- 
ment to their author; for his remarks are drawn up in a very 
tree ftyie ; and he does vot feruple every where to inculcate tne 
proper diftinétion between the refpeét perional y due to the father 
of phyfic, and a fuperflitious reliance on Opinions formed in the 
very infancy of the art itfelf 

The general mode in which Dr, Riollay has proceeded in this 
performance, is, to give two or three chapters literally tranf- 
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lated, or abridged, from the original, and then to fubjoin fome 
of his own obfervations on them. Thefe obfervations are, for 
the moft part, fenfible and candid; and though, as we before 
faid, we cannot allow that a complete view of the matter con- 
tained in the voluminous works of Hippocrates, can be given in 
fo {mall a compafs ; we acknowledge, that a competent notion 
of his general doctrine and its merits, may be derived from this 
publication. It will therefore be an ufeful prefent to the ftu. 
dent; informing him, in an eafy and compendious way, of 
things with which he ought to have fome acquaintance, and yet 
which by no means deferve the time and labour frequently be- 
ftowed upon them. ‘The number of chapters is twenty-four, 
The moft confiderable of the Author’s own eflays, is that on the 
fubje&t of critical days; in which he principally aims ata refuta- 
tion of Dr. Cullen’s theory of this matter. We believe the very 
ingenious profeflor has made fewer converts in this point, than 
in moft of his other fpeculations ; notwithftanding he has fo mo- 
dified the Hippocratic doétrine, and admitted fo many excep- 
tions, that his opinion is neither any great fupport to the 
Grecian oracle, nor any rule in practice. 

In his conclufion, Dr. Riollay expofes, in a lively manner, the 
very extravagant and injudicious praifes beftowed on Hippo- 
crates by M, Diderot, and printed in the celebrated French En- 


cyclopedie. A 
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Art. X. Plays of Three A&s; written for a private Theatre. By 
William Hayley, Efq. 4to. 12s. boards. Cadell. 1784, 


ROM the fertile and amufing pen of Mr. Hayley, we here 
receive a volume in quarto, containing five plays, viz. two 
tragedies, and three comedies, each in three aéts, The come- 
dies are in rhime,—ftart not, Reader! in rhime—but fuch rhime, ° 
io familiar, fo eafy, fo flowing, that profe itfelf can fcarcely 
appear more natural, more convenient for the purpofes of dia- 
logue, or the bufinefs of the drama. Like the ancient Iambic, 
recommended by Ariftotle, and characterifed by Horace, as the 
meafure peculiarly fuited to the fcene—Natum rebus agendis. 
Think not, however, learned and judicious Reader! that we 
mean to authorile rhime, as the general vehicle of comic dia- 
Jogue ; or to confirm the doctrine countenanced by the Preface 
ot the ingenious writer, whofe new publication now lies before 
us. We only accede to the conclufion of that Preface, allowing 
that all works, excellent in their kind, fhould be received with 
indulgence and approbation. A/ea/ure in comedy,—not rhime in- 
deed, but familiar blank verfe—is to this day agreeable to the 
public.ear in the plays of Beaumont and Fletcher, Johnfon and 


Shakefpeare. Xbime too, in the plays of Hayley, may not only 
tcl be 
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pe endured, but applauded. He adverts to the Bath Guide. We 
turn our eyes to Swift’s Humble Petition of Francis Harris, and 
his Hamilton’s Bawn. Yet neither of thefe models are ftriGlly 
dramatic; and we fhould certainly have revolted more ftrongly 
acainft the idea of rhime in comedy, had not the Author illuf- 
trated his precept by his own example. Let not an ordinary 
writer, captivated by his ea/e, be too eager to follow him ! 
fibi quivis 

Speret idem ; fudet multum, fruflraque laboret, 

Aufus idem. 

On the whole, Mr. Hayley’s Preface may be received, as he 
has offered it, both at the beginning and end, as an apology; 
and in that light we fhould difmifs it, if he had not proceeded 
to fay, that ¢ a comedy in rhyme may be ftill more entertaining 
than a comedy, of equal merit in other points, which confines 
itfelf to profe ; and a critic who exclaims againft the unnatural 
effect of rhyming dialogue, may as juftly cenfure a portrait in 
canvas, becaufe it is not fo exact a copy of life, as an image of 
coloured wax.” This inference is deduced from a quotation of 
a paflage in a moft elegant and ingenious difcourfe of Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds; but Mr. Hayley’s application of the paflage is fo- 
phifticai. The paflage exemplifies two diftinct and feparate 
{pecies of imitation ; but Mr. Hayley applies it to different modes 
ofeffeing one and the fame fpecies ofimitation. A ftatue of fimple 
f{culpture, compared toa painted ftatue, would have been a fairer 
iluftration. A ftatue painted certainly approaches nearer tonature; 
but wretched muft be the tafte of that nation that prefers it to un- 
adorned {culpture. Yet even here tie analogy would fai]. A come- 
dy in rhyme is the painted ftatue, but is a needlefs departure from 
nature. In poetry, as in philofophy, experiment has defeated 
theory. “Fhe Greeks abandoned the Tetrameter, fit only for the 
purpof.s of dance, and adopted the lambic, more f{uitable to dia- 
logue. Whe Englifh,.in like manner, and for the like reafon, 
forfook rhyme, and reduced their fcenes to familiar blank verfe, 
or profs. Rhyme, indeed, may now and then, both in tragedy 
and comedy, give birth toa happy turn, not otherwife admiffible ; 
but, on the other hand, it betrays the writer into prolixity, 
conftrains the march of the dialogue, and robs the drama of its 
chief excellence, a clofe refemblance to nature. Few Romans, 
perhaps, maintained a converfation in the pure language of Te- 
rence; yct his language, terfe as it is, exhibits but an elegant 
Image of Roman converfation; and he would have trefpafled 
unpardonably on the bounds of his art, had he changed his frre 
and irregular Iambics for fcenes of Hexameter, or what comes 
nearer the modern rhyme, couplets of Hexameter and Penta- 
meter. [Let Hayley then, and thofe few who have the talents 
of Hayley, dy /pecial licence, write ComeDIEs IN RYHME! but 


fet them not tell us, that fuch a comedy ¢ may be ftill more 
enter-. 
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entertaining than a comedy, of equal merit in other points, 
which caplines itfelf to profe !"—* Time, the mof? infallible te 
of literary opinions, (we ufe Mr. Hayley’s own words) has proved 
the contrary.’ 

The firft in order of Mr. Hayley’s Comedies, the Happy Pre- 


frription, is not, in our opinion, the moft happy in its fable, Ie 


is laid out after the French manner, ina regular parterre. It is 

etry rather than aéfion, in dialogue. The poet and critic are 
feverally talked out of their paffion; befides that the device, ex- 
ercifed on the laft of the two, has been much more happily ma- 
naged by Foote in his Maid of Bath. The piece however, taken 
altogether, has much pleafantry. The whimfical charaéter of 
Sir Nicholas Oddfith, is delineated with adequate humour ; and 
the cataftrophe is effected with art and addrefs. 

Of the Two Connoiffeurs, the fecond comedy, it is hardly pof- 
fible to fpeak in terms of fufficient approbation. “he compaéc- 
nefs of the fable, the natural humour of the characters, the juft- 
nefs and delicacy of the fentiments, and the elegant vivacity of 
the ftyle, are all feverally and equally admirable. 

The third comedy, the Maufoleum, is not equal in merit to the 
Two Connoiffeurs, either in point of fable or dialogue. The 
{peeches are too long, and the incidents too improbable and far- 
cical, ‘The characters are, however, well drawn and ftrongly 
matked. One of them fo clofely refembles the reputed manner 
of * the great and refpectable veteran in the field of literature,’ — 
that the author thinks it neceflary to * prote/ againft perfonal 
application.’ 

With what juftice let the reader determine from the following 
fpecimen ! 

* Garey. Mr. Rumble, you’re bleft in an excellent wife, 
That fuperlative prize in the lott’ry of life; 
The vow ofthe altar fhe rifes above, 
And adds admiration to duty and love. 
Mr. Rumble. My wife has, I think, the right feminine nerve : 
Her fex was created to wonder and ferve ; 
As their minds have from nature no ponderous powers, 
They have nothing to do but to venerate ours, 
Carey. O fie! can you eftimate woman fo low? 
To our fair female authors pray think what we owe. 
Mr, Rum. I cannot read one, Sir, without ofcitation : 
They don’t underftand antithetic vibration ; 
Their ideas have nothing of height and profundity, 
Their conceptions want vigor, their periods rotundity ; 
Their truth is too flale, or too feeble their fiction, 
And I cannot endure their anomalous diction: 
But enough of theie garrulous wafters of ink— 
Her ladythip likes my infcription, I think ; 
That lugubrious poem no critic fhall garble, 
And, Itruft, youcan flew it me graven on marble, 


Carey. 
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Carty. It would pleafe me to give you that pleafure, dear Sir; 
But, in truth, on this point there’s a little demur, 
Her ladyfhip means to confult on the cafe, 
Mr. Rum. What, Sir! is my poem expos’d to difgrace? 
Her critical quacks does this woman engage, 
To flath my found verfe with empirical raze? 
Carty. Believe me, gocd Sir, all the homage that's due 
To poetical genius the offers to you ; 
But her Ladythip’s love for Sir Simon is fuch, 
She thinks that he cannot be honour’d too much 3 
And, to give all his virtues their due celebration, 
She from diverfe poetical pens of our nation 
Has a cargo of epitaphs. 
Mr, Rum. Hah! is it fo! 
Are there rivals to fhoot in Apotio’s ftrong bow ? 
This fhould have been told me before ; but no matter: 
My concurrents, perhaps, may more lavifhly flatter, 
Yet in funeral fong they can’t equal my tone ; 
Where Pope has mifcarried, I triumph alone.— 
Pray who are thefe Bards that with me are to cope? 
Carey. 1 think you're acquainted with Facil and Trope, 
Mr. Rum. What, Facil! whofe verfe is the thread of tenuity, 
That fellow diftinguith’d by flippant fatuity, 
Who nonfenfe and rhyme can inceflantly mingle, 
A poet—if poetry’s only a jingle. 
Carey. Poor Facil want's force; yet may frequently pleafe 
By a light airy mixture of mirth and of eafe; 
But Trope’s lofty mufe has a higher pretenfion, 
Mr. Rum. Sir! Trope is a rhymer devoid of invention, 
Who talks in a high ftrutting flyle of the ftars, 
And the eagle of Jove, and the chariot of Mars; 
And pompoully tells, in elaborate lines, 
That now the moon gliilens, and now the fun fhines. 
Carty. How fevere, my good friend, are you Bards to each other! 
Yet if each would indulgently look on a brother, 
For your general honor 
Mr, Rum. I cannot agree 
That thefe fellows have coght homogeneous with me; 
To contend with fuch fcribbiers Ideem a difgrace, 
And my dignity bids me abandon the place : 
With her Lady thip’s judgment I mean not to quarrel, 
But fhall leave her to crown any mookey with laurel. 
Carey. Mr. Rumble! in points fo exceedingly nice 
I do not pretume to obtrude my advice ; 
But allow meto mention, betore you depart, 
What may tend to encourage your liberal arr, 
Sir Simon, you know, hada paffion for fame, 
And lett a large fum to eternize his name 
By fome ftructure of note; yet he never faid whats 
So a grand Maufoleum is rais’d on this fpor, 
At io vait an expence that my Lady, I find, 
Has furpait what the Knight for the building defign'd ; 
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The fuperfluous coft, be it great as it may, 
From her own private purfe the defigns to defray ; 
Though an annual fund by the will is adjufted, 
With the guidance of which ‘he is alfo entrutted ; 
But from this, as I hear, fhe has formed an intention 
' To give the belt epitaph- writer a penfion, 
Mr, Rum, Has the fo!—’tis a gracious, effalgent defign : 
I proteft, of her judgment | highly opine. 
Her face has been chiefly the fubjeét of praife ; 
But a fplendor of intelle&t now the difplays. 
J coubee abruptly depart from a fcene 
Whofe miftrefs difcovers the mind of aqueen, 
Nor rudely defert, though my time is precarious, 
| A lady whofe graces are fo multifarious: 
But pray, left fome puppy thould here circumvent me, 
To her Ladythip can’t you dirc&lly prefent me? 
: Though I fear, fince my fall, lam hardly fo clean as 
A Bard fhould be feen by a female Mzcenas. 
Carey. Never fear !—in your coat there is not fo much duft 
As to blind the bright eye that to merit is juft. 
If you'll ftep inthis room, which is call’d the Apollo, 
And wait afew minutes, I'll fpeedily fallow, 
And acquaint you how foon we may hope for admiflion ;— 
My Lady loves form, in her prefent condition : 
To amufe yourfelf there you’ll however be able, 
For you'll find ail the epitaphs rang’d on the table. 
Mr. Rum, Are they fo!—it is well !—! indeed Jove to flath 
An inane poetafler’s incongruous trafh. { Exis, 
In the ftyle of the two Tragedies the Author has made no ef- 
fort to overturn © the ceremonial which the mufe of England 
has eftablifhed.” They are both written in blank verfe ; and 
have both great excellence. The fimple vigour of Mr. Hay- 
| ley’s ftyle is well worth the obfervation of our writers of tragedy. 
\ Faftidious critics, who object to the horror of the Fatal Curiofity 
i of Lillo, may perhaps think the ftory of MARCELLA too fhock- 
ing, though recommended § go Young b by the author of Clariffa," 
as a proper “ fubject for tragedy. For our part we admire the ter- 
| rvible graces of Mr. Hayley’s, as well as Lillo’s drama. The 
beauties of the tragedy of Lord Rufel are of a milder nature, 
and we cannot fufficiently admire the art and natural feeling of 
the writer, who has been able to render fo equal and ferene a 
character, as that of Lord Ruffel, fo truly affe€ting and pathe- 
| , tic. He has, in the hands of Hayley, all the firmnefs and re- 
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fignation of Cato, without his rigour and coldnefs. A chriftian 
hero has not the apathy of a ftoic; and the touch of religion, at 
Ruffel’s laft parting with Cavendifh, is both awful and affect- 
ing. The portrait of Lady Ruflel is moft delicate and amiable. 
‘The whole condu@ in her interviews with her unhappy Lord, 
as well] as in her applications to York and Charles, are extremely 
touching. Inher laft fcene with her condemned hufband her 
= behaviour, 
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behaviour, though perfeétly natural, is original on the ftage, 
and infinitely better calculated to affect the reader or {peclator, 
than the rant and exclamation, commonly affigned to tragic 
heroines in fimilar circumftances. ‘The reader, we believe, of 
the following fcene, will concur in thefe fentiments. 


Lady Rufil. Dear Raffel, I renounce illu‘ve hope! 
And now mutt teach my weaknefs to fullain 
The heaviett load of mifery that ever 
Fell on the bleeding heart of helplefs woman!— 
The king denies thee, what the bafeit felon 
Afks not in vain, the refpite of a day. 
Could’ ft thou believe it? he and favage York 
Are now, like blood-hounds, come to hunt thee hence, 
And drive thee to thy death! they but allow me 
A few fhort minates, in a laft embrace 
Toclafp, to bleis, and part with thee for ever ! 
Rufil. Then may we part as we have lived, my Rachel, 
In the pure dignity of perfect love, 
Uniiain’d by weaknefs ! 
L. Rufil. Do not dread my tears ; 
- They cannot fall to melt thy manly firmnefs, 
For Heaven has fteel’d me for this ‘awful hour. 
Rufél, Thou dear angelic fpirit! ’tis from thee 
That I have learnt the trueft fortitude ; 
A courage built upon a heavenly bafis.— - if 
O gracious Being! who hagguided us S 
Through fourteen years of ‘pure domeftic blifs, 
The beft and rareft of thy gifts to man, 
Accept, as tribute for thy bleflings paft, 
Our meek fubmiflion in this trying hour 
Of thy more dreadful pleafure !—at thy call 
I yield my guiltlefs life, nor would decline 
To die for having ftruggled to preferve 
Thy pureft worfhip in my native land. 
O that my blood might quench that fatal torch 
Of barbarous Superitition, which begins 
To thed once more its fanguinary giare 
Over this frighted ifle! Might Ruffel prove 
The laft to perith by oppreflive power, 
And the bafe fentence of perverted law !— 
Fall not my blood on the mifguided men 
Whofe fury theds it!—As I truly pardon 
My ruthlefs enemies, fo, Heaven! may’ft thow 
Take to the charge of thy heart-healing mercy 
This my chief care, this deareft, laft concern 
Of my departing foul, this fpotlefs woman! 
L, Rufel. Let not thy fears for me, my generous Ruffel! 
Too fondly agitate thy feeling mind ; 
The gracious Power who bleit us in each other, 
Will not, I know, abandon utterly 
An unoffending, weak, afilited woman, 


Dear 
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Rufil. 
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Dear to fo pure a fpirit, fanétified 
ny the kind prayers of an expiring martyr! 
y love! I will not to thy care commend 
Thy little orphans ; for an angel’s fight 
Cannot in tender vigilance furpafs 
The anxious mother, who furvives to fhield 
The infant pledges of our chafte affection ! 
No, let me prefs acharge upon thy memory, 
Where I moft fear thy failure, thy dear felf: 
Regard thy precious health, as the poffeffion 
That I enjoin thee to preferve and cherith. 


L. Rufél, Thou guide and guardian of thy Rachel’s life! 


Rofl. 


Though the dark grave muft hide thee from my eyes, 


Thy gentlenefs, thy love, thy truth, thy virtues, 
Will itill, like faithful and prote¢ting fpirits, 

Be ever prefent to my thought, and give 

My grief-dejeted mind new power to rear 

The little idols of my widow’d heart. 

They will have all, that youth requires, in thee ; 
The gentle friend, the fond, yet firm director, 
Whofe fteady kindnefs, and rever’d perfection, 
Makes difcipline delight: their minds from thine 
May copy all the virtues ; chiefly two, 

Of prime diftin&tion, Truth and Fortitude, 

The pillars of all human excellence !— 

I blefs thee now for many years of fondnefs ; 

But moft for that fublimity pf love, 

Which has difdain’d to make my fate more bitter, 
By*abject vain complaints and weak’ning tears, 


L. Reel. Refrain, I pray you, from this tender praife ; 


Rufil. 


It will o'erthrow the firmnefs yoo commend, 

And ’waken all the woman in my bofom. 

Dear Rachel! as my boy approaches manhood, 

Teach him to look upon his father’s death 

Rather as noble than unfortunate! 

Tell him, that, dying by no juft decree, 

I deem’d it ftill a happinefs that Heaven 

Made me a native of this generous ifle, 

Which, though now darken’d by a tranfent cloud, 

Is doom’d, | truft, to be the radiant throne 

Of fettled Liberty and ftedfaft Faith ; 

Early infufe into his youthful fpirir, 

As the fure ground-work of a!l manly virtue, 

A fenfe of civil and religious freedom ; 

Give to his pliant mind true Engli:h temper, 

Teach him to fear no Being but his God, 

And to love nothing earthly more chan England, 
Enter an Attendant, 


Attend, My Lord, the officers ! 


Rufil. 


L, Rufél. Inhuman, hafte!—Do thou, great God! proportion 


hey fhall not wait. 


The patiencc of thy fervants in diitrefs 





To 
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To the infernal malice of their foes ! 
Since thy unqueftionable will permits 
Such innocence to perifh on the fcaffold, 
Send the mott foothing of thy heavenly fpirits 
To wait unfeen upon the dying martyr! 
Take from this hideous form of Violent Death 
His horrible attendants, Pain and Anguith ! 
Rufil. O my kind Love! that quick undreaded ftroke, 
So foon to fever this frail mortal frame, 
Js bur a feather’s printlefs touch, compar’d 
To this my deepeft wound, which now I feel 
In tearing thus my faithful heart from thine! 
Each moment that we linger but increafes 
Our mutual! pangs; then take in this embrace 
My lateft benediction ! 
L. Ruffl. O, farewell ! 
Rifil. Yet a lat kifs!—and for our little ones, 
Bear thou to each this legacy of love! 
Now we muft part!—Farewell ! 
L. Rufel. Farewell for ever ! { Exit. 


We cannot conclude this article without thanking Mr. Hay- 
ley for refrefhing us in our tragi-comic courfe with thefe lively 
and afte&ting dramas. Our theatrical labours, derived imme- 
diately from the ftage, have of late, with very few exceptions, 
been extremly painful ; though we muft own, that we are rather 
ata lofs to conceive by what ftrange fatality ic has happened, 
that thefe Plays, before they came tous in print, were not of- 
fered to the Public at fome of our eftablifhed theatres, C 

a 





Art. XI. An Effay on Land/cape ; or on the Means of improving or em- 
bellifhing the Country round our Habitations: tranflated from the 
French of R. L. Gerardin, Vicomte D’Ermenonville. 1tzmo. 35. 
Dodiley. 1733. 


AVING already (fee Rev. Vol. LVIII. Appendix, p. 561) 
given, from the original a full analyfis of the contents of 

this ingenious eflay, we fhall now only lay before our readers, as 
a fpecimen of the tranflation, the following elegant fancy piece, 
not doubting but it will be acceptable to every reader who has 


cult vated a tafte for pi&turefque beauty. 

‘I you would be thoroughly fenfible of the beauties of the'country, 
Chufe, in order to fludy jt in the detail, that delicious hour in which 
the frefhnefs of the dawn feems to renovate all nature; the whole 
€arth is then adorned at the approach of that vivifying planet, which 
feems to warm in its bofom all the colours which ornament its furface, 
and chiefly that univerfal robe, that delightful green, which reftsthe 
eye, and {eems to give peace to the mind. 

*‘ Having now with our eyes travelled over the general defign, let us 
walk over the detached parts. We muft feek for them behind the 
frame of the great land{cape; they are, as it were, little cafe! pictures 

in 
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in agallery, which we are going to examine, afier having for a long 
time confidered the capital piece in the {chool, 24 

* As foon as we leave the hoafe, near the great maffes of the border 
or foreground, we fhould find a beaten path, which will conduét us 
to all the beautiful fpots. 

* Sometimes through a little wood, the rays of the fun playing 
through the branches, or by a {pring which in its cryftal ftream re. 
flects the colour of the rofes growing on its banks Che murmur. 
ing of the waters, the tender notes of the birds, and the delightful 
perfume of the flowers, at once charm all the fenfes, 

‘ Sometimes to a wood of a more myfterious character—an antique 
urn contains the afhes of two faithful lovers—a fimple bed of mof, 
under the fhelving of a rock, makes a retreat for converfation, read- 


ing, or meditation. 
‘ farther on, an almoft impenetrable wood forms the facred afylum 


of happy lovers. 

« At the extremity of this wood, the found of a brook, heard from 
afar, under theclofe fhade, invites to {weet flumber. 

‘ It isin a deep fequeftered valley that this ftream, which we heard 
the found of at a diftance, finds its way amongit rocks covered with 
mofs. Advancing into it, the valley clofes, leaving room only fora 
rough and crooked path. Then how beautiful the fcene which fud- 
denly opens to us! From dark cavities of the diftant rocks, a clear 
and rapid ftream gufhes out on all fides; the roots and bodies of 
trees, and large ftones, interrupt its courfe, vary the found, and 
form an hundred different fhapes in its falls. The place is furrounded 
every way by wood; the thick foliage bends and twines over the 
foamyef the water; groups of trees happily difpofed give an extraor- 
dip effect of light and fhadow to this enchanting fcene: the 
banks are adorned with flowering fhrubs and fweet fmelling plants ; 
a few rays Only of light, reflected by the brightnefs of the cafcade, 
find their way into this myfterious fpot, and produce that tender 
colouring which is fo well adapted to beauty.—It was in this {pot 
that Mufidora was once bathing; chance brought Hylas to the fame 
place; through the leaves he difcovers the miftrefs of his heart, for 
whom he has long fighed in fecret, What does he not fee! at the 
fight of fuch charms? in the conteft between defire and delicacy, a 
precipitate flight can alone fave him ; and leaving a few words on 
the ground, he ruthes back into the wood. Maufidora ftarting at the 
found, looks about on all fides, and at length perceives the writing 
of Hylas; her heart is touched with fo much love and fo much de- 
Jicacy. Hylas is beloved and happy, and the memory of thefe faith- 
ful lovers is fill engraved on a neighbouring oak. 

‘ Here, deep in a folitary dale, a little lake is formed ; where the 
moon, before fhe leaves the horizon, long delights to view herfelf 
in the calm and clear water; the fhores are planted with poplar, and 
at adiftance, under their peaceful thade, rifes a little philofophical 
monument. It is dedicated to the memory of a man whole genius 
enlightened the world. He was perfecuted in it, becaufe his inde- 
pendent fpirit raifed him above empty grandeur, Tranquillity and 
filence reign in this peaceful retreat; and this little elyfium feems 
made for calm enjoyment and the real happinefs of the foul. ” 

* Next, 
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‘ Next, under a grove of venerable oaks, and in the darkeft recefles 
of the wood, a templeis difcovered, where ftillnefs and deep folirude 
invite to meditation. Here the divine enthufiafm of the poet meets 
with no interruption; here his fublime ideas are conceived. 

‘ This grove leads to an unfrequented narrow vale ; at the bottom 
a little rivulet filently glides over beds of mofs; the hanging hills are 
covered with fern; and woods inclofe it on all fides. In this fpot is 
a {mall hermitage; once the quiet retirement of a philofopher. 

‘Round the fhore of a large lake rife barren rocks, their tops are cos 
vered with firs, pine, and crooked juniper, The rough uncultivated 
foil appears like adefert ; and it is divided from the reft of the world 
by a long chain of mountains, The painter frequents fuch fcenes to 
ftudy great fubjects for his pictures. The unhappy lover, who has 
loft the object of his affections, comes here to forget his forrows ; but 
there is no fpot fo favage where love wiil not follow him—upon the 
rocks are engraved fome monuments of his former loves, or the name 
of the object of them. 

‘ Through a cedar wood, an eafy afcent leads to the top of a high 
hill, - e foot of which ariver winds through fertile meadows $ 
from e there is an extenfive view, terminated by an amphitheatre 
of mountains in the diltance. The fun now rifing difplays his radiant 
difk—The vapours all difperfe at his approach; the trees and gilded 
banks throw their long fhadows upon the frefh grafs, ftill glittering 
with dew; a thoufand accidents of light enrich the glorious piture, 
and the philofopher, having exhaufted all his vain fyitems, is forced 
toacknowledge the Being of beings, and the Difpofer of all things. 

‘ But the defire of fhade, and the beautiful green of the meadows, 
foon attract us; we defcend into the valley, and repofe our eyes after 
the brilliant profpect we have feen from the height; at the foot of the 
hill we enter a wood, where wild hops and honey-fuckles form a 
thoufand wreaths and garlands over our heads. The mofs and young 
grafs are watered by fmall {prings, and in the buthes of f{weet-briar 
and wild rofes, which grow on their banks, the nightingale ** fngs 
** fweeteft ber love-laboured fong.” Upon fome natural beds of mofs 
we can repofe ourfelves, and itop to liften to her brilliant notes with 
additional pleafure, from the delightful odour of the rofe and haw- 
thorn, joined to that of the violet, the wild harebell, and the lily of 
the valley, which grow in profufion wherever the light can penetrate, 

* Having left the wood we come to fields and enclofures of a great 
extent, which reach to the fide of the river, and afford paiture to nu- 
merous flocks, which neither fear the dog of the herdfman, nor the 
crook of the fhepherd. Grouped inan hundred different ways, fome 
are quietly feeding, others lying down, and feeming to enjoy peace 
and liberty even more than the frefh herbage. 

* Thick alders, willows and poplars form a fhade which leads us to 
a bridge or ferry ; there we crofs two branches of the river, which is 
divided by a delightfulsifland. A plantation of laurel and myrtle, 
in which there {till remains an ancient altar, the perfume of flower- 
ing fhrubs with which the ifland is covered, and the ruins of a little 
antique temple, fufficiently indicate that it was heretofore confecrated 
to love ; now it is only a ferry, and the houfe of the ferryman is fup= 
ported againit the almoft imperceptible ruin of the temple. 

Rev. April, 1784. X ‘ On 
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© On the other fide of the river is the dairy farm ; the milk houfes 
are feen upon the fide of the neareft hill; a path croffes the different 
inclofures between hedges of goofeberries, rafberries, and little fruit. 
trees. The land never ceafestobe ufeful. That which is in general 
left fallow, is fowed with herbs fit for pafture, and the cattle which 
feed upon them at the fame time enrich the fields. ‘The ox patiently 
ruminates, the fheep and goat range over it at liberty, and the young 
horfe tofling his mane, with loud and boaftful neighings, bounds 
over the turf. 

¢ Farther on, in another inclofure, the hufbandman drives his 
plough; whilft he fings, the youngeft of his children play round 
him, and the eldeft, who are able to work, hoe up the weeds in the 
fields that are already fown.— Labour prevents the diforder of the paf- 
fions in youth; it gives health and ftrength, and prolongs the days 
of old age: and at night one may at leaft fay, that thefe good people 
have efcaped that eznui which is but too often the lot and the tor- 
ment of the rich and great.” 

The tranflator has prefixed fome ingenious remarks on the 


tafte of the antients refpecting this fubject, 





Art. XII, An Authentic Narrative of the Diffenfions and Debates in the 
Roya. SocigTy ; containing the Speeches at large of Dr. Horf- 
ley, Dr. Mafkelyne, Mr. Maferes, Mr. Poore, Mr. Glenie, Mr. 
Watfon, and Mr. Maty. 8vo, 2s-6d. Debrett. 1784. 


HE Authors or Editors of this publication, who, al- 

though anonymous, yet plainly appear to be the refpect- 
able names mentioned in the title-page, candidly acknowledge 
that it is meant as an appeal to the public on the part of * the 
gentlemen who profefs to arraign the meafures of the Prefi- 
dent’s government.” This alone would be fuffcient to put us 
upon our guard, were we lefs impartial, and lefs determined to 
adhere to the inviolable maxim Audi et alteram partem— 


Our prefent tafk, therefore, will be (while we heartily lament ' 


that there fhould be any caufe for diflention in a learned body, 
which for above a century paft has reflected the higheft honour 
on this nation), to offer to our Readers a plain and concife 
ftatement of the facts related in this pamphlet, as nearly as pof- 
fible in the words of the Authors, without, of courfe, vouch- 
ing for the truth of their reprefentation. 
he office of Correfponding Secretary to the Royal Society 
had been held, for fome years, by Dr. Hutton, Profeffor of 
Mathematics in the Royal Military Academy of Woolwich. 
In the month of November laft, the Prefident and Council, 
without fpecifying any charge againft the Dodétor, nor, of 
courfe, calling upon him for a vindication, came to a refolu- 
tion, ‘* That it was expedient for the Foreign Secretary to refide i 
London.” ‘The Doétor taking offence at this refolution, re- 
digned his office on the 27th of the fame month, 0 
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Narrative of the Diffenjions in the Royal Society: 29 


On the 1ft of December following, at the annual election of a 
new Council and officers, it was obferved with furprize, that 
the name of the Aftrohomer-royal, who had fpoken in fa- 
your of Dr. Hutton in the Council, had been omitted in the 
lit of the new-intended Council; and that no genticman of 
eminence in the fame branch of feience had been fub{t:tuted in 
his place. Thefe, as far as we can colle, are the o!enfible 

rounds of the complaint avainft the Prefident, at whom, it is 
evident, this whole attack is levelled. 

At the meeting next after the anniverfary, a motion was 
made, That thanks be returned to Dr. Hutton. In the debate it 
came out, that thefe were not meant as mere formal thanks, 
but as implying a cenfure upon the Prefident and Council. 
The Prefident ** exprefled a defire, that a commirtee might be ap- 
“ pointed to enquire into the merits of the fervices for which 
«© Dr. Hutton was to be thanked 3 at the fame time fuggetting, 
‘¢ that perhaps the Council itfelf might be a very competent 
‘‘ committee for that purpofe.”—If this be a true ftate of 
the cafe, the Prefident muft certainly have divefted himfelf of 
every maxim of equity ; nor can we be furprized that the propo- 
fal was not accepted. The original motion was carried by 30 
againit 25. 

At the next fubfequerit meeting, a defence of Dr. Hutton 
was read, which is here printed at large; upon which a motion 
was framed, that ** if Dr. Hutton hath been, in the opinion of 
any member of the Society, criminated, it is the opinion of the Soctety 
that he hath fully juftified himfelf.’ This queftion was alfo car- 
ried by 49 againft 15. 

In the courfe of the debate upon the laft queftion, Dr. 
Horfley declared, ** That the chartered rights of the Society 
** had been infringed, the freedom of its elections controuled, 
** the bufinefs of the Committee of Papers mifmanaged:” in 
fhort, ** that he had charges to bring forward which would 
‘s keep the Society in debate the whole winter, perhaps beyond 
** the winter.” It was now evident, that the removal of the 
Prefident was the ultimate obje& of his antagonifts. He there- 
fore convened a feleéct party at his houfe; and having fummoned 
the whole Society to the ordinary meeting of the 8th of January, 
it was there moved, ** That the Society do approve of Sir Jofeph 
** Banks for their Prefident, and will fupport him.” This quef- 
tion appears to have occafioned a warm debate, in the courfe 
of which Dr. Horfley delivered part of a fet fpeech, which in 
point of compofition (we wifh we could fay of temperance) we 
cannot but admire. He entered upon the charges he had to al- 
lege againft the Prefident, but was not fuffered to proceed. 
He menaced a SEcEssion of himfelf and his friends, and pro- 
Aounced this high-minded fentence: ** Sir, when the hour of 
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“<< feceffion comes, the Prefident will be left with his train of 

“¢ feeble amateurs, and that toy * upon the table, the Guosrt of 
‘¢ ‘that Society in which Philofophy once reigned, and Newton 
‘© prefided as her minifter.” After much clamour, the queftion 
was carried by 11:9 againft 42. 

Notwithftanding this complete victory, the Prefident is here 
reprefented as holding a very moderate language ; as acknow. 
ledging fome errors, and promifing amendment. It was 
thought expedient, fay our Authors, to try the fincerity of 
a fair profeffions. A motion was accordingly brought for- 
ward, That it be recommended by the Soctety to their Prefident and 
Council, to refcind the Order lately made, for preventing perfons rem 
fiding out of London from holding the office of Foreign Secretary; and 
to requeft Dr. Hutton to réfume it This motion was agitated 
on the 12th of February, and in the courfe of the debate a pa- 
per was read on the part of the Council, fpecifying certain 
charges againft Dr. Hutton. This paper muft be a very im- 
portant document in the conteft; and we are rather furprized 
that the Authors, if they had it in their power, did not infert it 
at length in this appeal to the Public. This motion was loft 
by 85 negatives againft 47 affirmatives. 

‘The Authors affign no reafon why they chofe to profecute 
the conteft ftill farther, with fo little profpe&t of fuccefs, 
They brought in, at a fubfequent meeting, two more mo- 
tions, the one of which declared it zndecent for the Prefident to 
interfere in the election of members on the evening of the election; 
and the other, that it would be indecent in the Prefident to influence 

the vote of any officer of the Society. Both thefe queftions were 
loft, the firft by 115 negatives againft 27 affirmatives, and the 
fecond by 102 negatives againtt 23 affirmatives, 

The Pamphlet concludes with a declaration, that notwith- | 
ftanding thefe defeats, ‘* the minority feel no abafhment. Two 
*¢ and two ever will be four, and the three angles of a triangle 
‘Sever will be equal to two right angles, whatever majorities 
‘© Prefidents of Royal Societies may procure to vote the con- 
“6 trary.” ‘This, and feveral other pailages equally pointed, 
manifettly imply a charge, that the majorities were procured by 
fome undue exertions on the part of the Prefide it ; and as this 
intirference is always fpoken of in terms of high difapprobation, 
we take it for granted that the gentlemen in oppofition have 
uled no fuch means, that they have not colleed their friends, 
nor folicited any votes in their own behalf. We cannot there» 
fore wonder that the majorities againft them have been fo 
confiderable. ' 











* ‘© Pointing to the mace.” Cromwell erft called it a daudie. 
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The part of this Pamphlet that gives us moft concern is, the 
folemn declaration of the refpectable members engaged in this 
oppofition, ** that the Society mutt owe to the fuccefs of their 
exertions, the renovation of its credit, if not the continuance 


_ of its exiftence.” We muft hence infer, that the fociety is in 


a declining ftate, if not on the brink of ruin. As we are ap- 
prized that there are more pamphlets to be pub! fhed on thefe 
fubje€ts, we prefume the worthy members will point out the 
inftances of decay they allude to, and the modes of {peedy re- 
drefs. As to us, who can only judge of the ftate of the So- 
ciety by the merit of its publications, we muft confefs, that as 
long as we fee them made up of the valuable communications 
of a Cavendifh (who, fo far from being a feeble amateur, may 
alppe be conlidered as a learned fociety), of a Priefley, a Kirwan, 
25Aferfchel, a Hamilton, a Hunter, a Smeaton, a Wolf, &c. we 
are inclined to hope that the cafe is not quite fo defperate ; that 
the paflage above quoted fl:pt from the pen of the Authors in a 
moment of unguarded enthufiafm ; and that in juftice to their re- 
putation, as men of candour and veracity, they will, in a fe- 
cond edition, or future publication, retract this wild affertion, 
and the rafh prophecy of the confequence of their menaced fe- 
cefion ; both which, no doubt, muft appear exaggerated, if not 
outrageous, as far as they apply to fuch diftinguifhed charaters 
as thofe juft now named. If there really is to be fome reform 
in the Royal Society, it may here become us, as Reviewers, to 
hint the general complaint which there has been of late, of the 
extreme incorrectnefs of their Tranfaéctions, and of the inaccu- 
racy of moft of the Tranflations for fome time paft inferted in 
their Appendixes. We have more than once taken the li- 
berty to animadvert upon thefe inftances of negle&t, which we 
cannot help thinking reflect fome difhonour upon the Society as 
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POeLLT LCA le 
Art. 13. 4 Speech intended to have been Jpoken in the Houfe of Com- 


mons, on the Second of February. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 1734. 








HIS anonymous ft:ll-born fpeech was formed on the motion, 

‘ That it is the opinion of this houfe, That the continuance 

of the prefent minifters in power, after the refolution of this houfe, 
is an obitacle to a firm, efficient, extended, and united adminiftra- 
tion, which could alone fave this country.’ The writer {cruti- 
nizes the merits of this motion and the conduét of the parties by 
whom it was produced, with great freedom; and the Highgate oath 
‘Se X 3 having 
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having been introduced by one of the coalition leaders, he declares, 
that ‘ they feem to have lately added to it the following important 
claufes, viz, never to fay the truth in public, when falfehood may 
better anfwer their purpofe ; and never to ceafe from promoting dif. 
tractions in the nation, unlefs they be permitted to govern it with 
abfolute authority.” His opinion ot them is fummarily expreffed in 
the following words: ‘ By a peculiar fatality, which ought to ex- 
clude thefe men for ever from the adminiftration of government, they 
have proved equally pernicious to their country in war and in peace ; 
both in the times of their diffenfion and concord. Their profligate 
enmity has divefted us of our colonies ; and their friendthip, their 
portentous friend{hip, threatens to cemplete the ruin of the flate.’ 
If fuch were the author’s apprehenfions, he may receive comfort from 
the reflection, that as the laboured end of this friend{hip has not been 
effefted, it may probably wear out, without farther detriment to the 
ftate. e 
Art. 14. The Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, on the great 

and conftitutional Quettion between the Privileges of the Houfe of 

Commons, and the Prerogative of the Crown, from the 17th of 

December 1783, to the roth of March 1784; including the 

Mover and Seconder, and the Numbers in the Divifion on each 

Motion ; extracted verbatim from the Records in Parliament. 8vo, 

1s.6d, Debrett. 

Thefe refolutions, fo important to every man who values the con« 
fittution of his country, are thus colleéted to ferve, not only as a mat- 
ter of reference and record, but to exhibit, in one point of view, the 
true nature and alarming extent and tendency of the queftion in 
which the reprefentatives of the people have been at iflue with the 
crown. Publither’s advertifement, 

Art. 15. Five Minutes advice to the People, preparatory to the 
enfuing General Election. 8vo. 6d. Stockdale, 1784. 

This writer, exhorting the people againft electing the friends of 
Mr. Fox, compares that gentleman to Cromwell, with an exception 
to the religious hypocrify of the latter. But, alas! at fuch a feafou 
as Capreteets all the dry advice in the world is not equal to the in- 
finuat#g eloquence of a bowl of punch ! | ‘ 
Art. 16. The School for Scandal, a Comedy in five Ads, as it is 
_ performed by his Majefty’s Servants, &c. Never befare printed. 

8vo. 1s. Od. Lifter, in the Old Bailey. 1784. 

Writers who endeavour to impofe worthlefs compofitions on the 
public by fraudulent artifices, will be generally found, like the 
coines of falfe halfpence, to be manufa¢turers of drofs: and though 


the former may efcape the punifhment incurred by the latter, the in- 


famy that adheres to clandeftine tranfactions, juitly ftigmatizes the 
characters of both. The title of this publication is notorioufly cal- 
culated to take in purchafers by the hope of feeing Mr. Sheridan’s 
celebrated comedy, which he has never yet printcd ; and it becomes 
our duty to warn the public, that the tract before us only confilts of 
dull dialogues between Jord Boreas, Reynard, and other fuitable per- 
fonages, concerning coalition, and the India bill, difpofed indeed inte 
acts and {cenes, but without the leaft tincture of witor humour. 
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Art. 17. Ten Minutes Advice to the Freeholders of Yorkfbire, on 
their Meeting of the 25th of March. Bya Freeholder. 8vo, 6d: 
Egerton. ’ 

Poffibly no man who has been employed for fuch fhort periods, and 
who has done folittle in a minifterial capacity, ever excited more at- 
tention than Mr. F. But that he did not do more was not his fault, 
por that other perfons have not done lefs: his perfonal character, his 
flugit verfatility in debate, the revolutions of his enmity and his 
friendfhip, have all, in turn, contributed to render him confpicuous. 
Accordingly, a wag has here taken him in hand, and under the pre- 
tence of recommending him and his party to the Yorkfhire Free- 
holders, has amufed himfelf for ten minutes in expofing him in a 
ftrain of eafy irony, to ridicule and deteftation! If however we may 
truft to the recollection of events of no very antient date, thofe among 
the common people who have once efpoufed the caufe of a public 
man of an enterprifing character, are not eafily ftaggered in their at- 
tachments. Political writers, may pleafe and confirm their own par- 
ties, but they feldom make converts. 

Art. 18. 4 fafe and eafy Plan for the Condué of all Sorts of Money 
Tranfa&ions, without the ufe of Receipts: which contains better and 
more ufeful Evidence of the Payment of Money, than Stamped Re- 
ceipts will do, taken either before or after the late Amendments of 
the Act impofing Stamp Duties on Receipts; or than any other 
Evidence whatfoever, ftamped or unftamped. By Oliver Quid, 

obacconift. 12mo. 4d. Scatcherd and Whitaker. 

his is the third tax Mr. Oliver Quid has had the addrefs to levy 
on thofe who entertain prejudices againft the receipt tax: See lait vol. 
of the Rev. p. 257, and 340. Weufe the term prejudices, becaufe the 
opinions of thofe who are moft fubje& to this tax, differ very materi- 
ally; nor let Mr. Quid refent the imputation of his levying a tax on 
the public; becaufe no one is obliged to take a flamped receipt un- 
lefs he chufes it, and even there Mr. Quid declares it to be worth 
nothing. Whether the parallel will hold thus far with regard to his 
pamphlets or no, itis beyond a queltion whether he is doing good or 
mifchief in ftudying to deftroy appropriated funds for public fervice : 
for while he is gratifying his own humour in this kind of fport, Oli- 
ver muft know his obligation to aflit in making them good in fome 
thape or other, perhaps not more to his liking. Yet, alas! we are 
checked in this fuppofition by a confcioufnefs of our fallibility ; for 
friend Oliver may not diflike an opportunity for writing two or three 
more pamphlets; and being both politician and fhopkeeper, fuch of 
his letters as will not circulate in the former character, will at leaf 
always prove ufeful to him in the latter capacity, 

His plan for avoiding the receipt tax, confifts in making memo- 
randums of payment, witneffed, inftead of accepting receipts; being 
in fact, counterparts of fuch kind of acknowledgments, made by the 
payer inftead of the receiver. But we apprehend that fchemes to alter 
the common courfe of money tranfactions, dictated by party refent- 
ment, will foon give way to eftablifhed forms, where even the party 
exonerated by law, will often gladly meet occafions of paying the 


tax, 
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Art. 19. Impartial Advice relative to the Receipt-Tax. 8vo, 1, 
Cadel]. 1784. 

While we admit this to be fenfible advice for the condv& of the 

ivers and receivers of receipts, fo as to prevent this tax from Operat- 

ing tothe difadvantege of either ; we mutt alfo deem it ufelefs. The 

author offers nothing on the fabject that will not obvioufly occur to 

thinking men, OF be fuggefied to them by occa fions, and the une 

thinking majority, being no readers, will never fee it, N. 

Art. 20. An Abfiraci of an Aé to explain and amend ** An A& 
for granting Stamp Duties on Bills ot Exchange, Promiffory and 
other Notes, and Receipts.’” To which is added, an Abjira¢t ofan 
Act of 17 Geo, II. relative to Promiffiry or other Notes, Bills of 
Exchange, &c. &c. of above the Value o' Twenty Shillings, and 
under Five Pounds: With the Forms of Nores, Bills of Exchange, 
and their Indorfements, agreeable to faid Att. 8vo. 6d. Shrewf.- 
bury. Wood. 

Art, An Abfiraé of all the Game Laws, refpecting Hares, 
ParM@idges, &c, &c. Vo which és added Abft: afte of the following 
A&ts of Parliament (the A& of /af# Year granting Stamp Duties on 
Bills, Notes, and Receipts; that for S amps on Parith Regifters ; 
and that impofing duties on Carts, Waggons, &c,): Alfo an Ap- 
pendix, containing an Account of all the Stamps on Vellum, 
Parchment, &c. now in ufe, &c. with a Preface and Poetical In- 
troduction. By E. Thomas, Altronomer. F.S.A.B. 8vo. 1s, 
Shrewfbury. Wood. 

Thefe als may be properly abftracted, for any thing we obferve to 
the contrary, not having compared them with the ftatutes at large ; 
but they certainly have not the fanction of ifluing from the regular 
prefs that gives authority to legal publications. Whether what is 
called the poetical introduGion, may be a {uitable fanétion to a fubje& 
of law, we hall fubmit to the opinion of counfel; only obferving, in 
extenuation of any feeming incongruity between law and poetry, that 
it muft bea mifnomer of KE. Thomas, Aftronomer, F.S. A.B. or an 
error of the prefs, there not being a fingle line of poetry in it. 

Art. 22. Conflitutional Truths. 8vo. 6d. Goldney, 1784. 

The pofitions here aflumed as conititutional truths, are fupported 
by paflages in point, extracted from fome of the moft able political 
writers on the {ubjects of the late coalition, and their famous Eatt 
India bill; and are eight in number, viz. 

1. * That the coalition between lord North and Mr. Fox, was 
formed for the avowed purpofe of feizing upon the executive govern- 
ment, and as fuch, was highly dangerous to the Britith conftitution. 
From i'r. Reus’s claim examined,’ 

2. * That Mr. ! o\’s Eait India bill was unconftitutional. From 
Mr. Puitency s Pamphlet.’ 

3. * har Vir. Fow’s Kaft India bill wasa confifcation of property. 
From Mr. Bofwell s Letter, 

4. * That patronage and not regulation was the objeét of Mr. Fox’s 
Eat India bill. . From 9 JToleph Price's Letter. 

gs. * Tat the right of adviting his Majeity, lately Rigmatized un- 
der th@fRanc term of fecret influence, is the undoubted privilege of 


every*Briton, aud that the King is not cbliged to confine him(elf to 
the 
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the advice of his oftenfible miniiters. From Mr. Rous’s pamphlet, in- 
titled * A Candid Inveftigation.’ 

6. ¢ That if lord North and Mr. Fox fucceed in the prefent ftrug- 

gle, the government is overturned. From Mr, Dobbs’s Letter.’ 
7. * That the difmifflion of minifters, folely becaufe they had not 
the previous approbation of the Houfe of Commons, would be to 
transfer to that houfe the nomination to the executive offices of go- 
yernment. From Mr. Rous’s * Claim Examined,’ 

8. * That an attempt in the Houle of Commons to nominate to 
the executive offices of government, is fubverfive of public liberty. 
‘ From ditto.’ 

The citations that ftand as demonftrations under thefe refpective 
propofitions, have a cogency in them that will nor fail to imprefs the 
minds of perfons who confider fubjects abiiracted from party attache 


mentSe WN 
East INDIES, ® 
Art. 23. 4 Clear and Candid Expofition of the Origin, Progrefs, 


and accumulated Stat. of the jeverai Loans made to | ahomet Ally 
Cawn, Nabob of Arcott by Britih Subjects at Madrafs, from the 
Year 1760, to the End of the Year 1777. 4to. 1s. Reynell. 

Calculated to juft fy the condudt of thofe gentiemen who advanced 


the money alluded to. 
Art. 24. Thoughts on Opening the Trade to the Eaft Indies; ad- 
dreffed to the Merchants of Great Britain and Ireland. By Thomas 

Parker, of Lincoln's Inn, E'q; Author of Ew:dence of our Tranf- 

adtions in the Eaft Indies, &c. [See Rev. Vol. LXVII. p. 100.] 4to. 

6d. Evans. 1734. 

Mr. Parker argues for putting an end to the Eaft India monopoly, 
and for throwing the trade open, upon free and generous principles, 
but in confufed, though we will not add, negligent Janguage; for, 
he,may really have laboured his expreflions into an ill-conceived ftyle, 
thaonly refembles want of care. Not however, to dwell upon his 
manner, whatever may be urged in oppofition to the Eatt India com- 
pany, under the odious idea of a monopoly, it {till remains to be 
proved, that fo very diftant an intercourfe, requiring large adventures, 
and a permanent confiltency of management, could be conduéted by 
unconnected competitors, who would have no correfponding fyftem 
in their feparate tranfactions, but who might be liable to thwart and 
counteract each other, as well to their mutual lofs, as to the injury 
and difcredit of the national intereit and character. A great deal of 
What the author urges in favour of throwing this trade open, is 
guarded by the conjunction if, and he appeals to trial for its vali- 
dity. But ¢f this trade has rifen to be an objeét of national im- 
portance, under a fyitem of management that is often condemned; 
we really think, it would be an act of great temerity to ¢g¥grf the 
— to the hazard of an experiment recommended on the fame prin- 
ciples ! 

When we are unwillingly inftructed by experience, that fyftems of 
policy conceived and matured in the clofet, upon the moft clear 
principles, have, when carried into execution, difappointed the beft 





: ounded expectations, as much as the wildelt fchemes of the moft vi- 
«#Gionary projectors ; we shall deem experiments more profitable in the 


laboratory 
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laboratory than in the cabinet. This author affirms, that ‘ to ex. 
tend the laws and form of the Britifh government, as foon, and as 
nearly as it can be, among the people who are now under the India 
company, is to increafe at once the Britifh fubjects to more than don. 
ble their number, and to make the beft compenfation that can be 
made (if the univerfal opinion of the nature of our government is well 
founded) to all the people of India who may have fuffered at our 
hands, and the evils which have been done, and cannot now be re- 
called, may be turned into the greateft good which future ages in 
that country can receive ina ftate of civil fociety ; and the almoft 
numberiefs inhabitants of the adjoining nations, may think them. 
felves happy to withdraw from under governments where reafon and 
juftice are made to give way to arbitrary power and unreftrained ava- 
rice, and conftantly be adding to the number of the fubjeéts, and to 
—_ of the Britifh dominions.” When a {peculative man, by 

ing upon his own ideas, can work himfelf up to form fuch chi- 
meras, though we may refpeét his philanthropy, we muft pity his 
ignorance of human nature. As children who are inftructed to catch 
birds by putting falt upon their tails, fo we muft advife our author 
to folicit an act of parliament, to fubject all the children in the Eaf 
toa Britifh education; and when thisis done, his fcheme will beina 
faiugerain with the rifing generation. But we are afraid this prepara- 
tory*ftep will not keep pace with his fanguine views ; for he declares 
that ‘ to diftinguifh from all others, and prefer a government under 
which all the fubje‘ts are only accountable to juftice and to fettled and 
equal laws, feems to require no other capacity than that knowledge 
of right and wrong which is given to all mankind.’ If our author is 
poflefied of fuch happy talents of perfuafion, as never to have met 
with a true born Engli/oman whom he could not convince and bring 
over to his own way of thinking, he is the beft qualified man in the 
world to undertake a political miflion among Gentoos and Mahoe 


metans. 
IRELAND. N. 


Art. 25. Letters addreffed to the Committee of Belfaft, on the pros 
pofed Reformation of the Parliament of Ireland, by the Rev, 
Chriftopher Wyvill: to which is prefixed, the Firft Letter from 
that Committee, which occafioned this Correfpondence: alfo Mr. 
Wyvill’s Addrefs to the Freeholders of Yorkthire. 4to. 1s. Stock- 
dale. 1783. 

The Irifh, as well as the Englith, diffatisfied with the inequalities 
obfervable in their parliamentary reprefentation, have applied to di- 
vers political! reformers for afhiftance in the momentous object of ade 
jufting a fyftem of popular reprefentation upon more correét princi- 
ples. They have accordingly received the refpective opinions of the 
duke -of Richmond, the earl of Effingham, Dr. Price, and now of 
Mr, Wyvill: the confequence will probably be, that unable to agree 
among themfelves, in the preference of any one plan offered to their 
choice, they will give up all fpeculative fchemes whatever, and recur- 
ring tothe moce provided by the conftitution and actually in ufe, 
will, like their forefathers, content themfelves with checking as well 
as a can, the abufes to which it may from time to time be ex- 
pofed, 
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AMERICAN, &. 
Art. 26. The American and Britifh Chronicle of War and Politics ; 


being an Accurate and Comprehenfive Regifter of the moft Memo- 
rable Occurrences in the laft Ten Years of his Majefty’s Reign: in 
which will be found above Eighteen Hundred interefting Events, 
during the late War between Great Britain and America, France, 
Spain, and Holland. The whole carefully collefted from Au- 
thentic Records, &c. 8vo. zs. 6d. No Bookfeller’s Name. Sold 
at No. 25. Exeter-Street, Strand. ; 

. Tothofe who may want a meer chronological order of the events 
included within the ten years above fpecified, this tabular feries will 
undoubtedly prove acceptable: but we cannot agree with the compi- 
ler in confidering fo dry a table as fuperior to more circumftantial and 
connected details of important tranfactions ; merely becaufe hiftory 
may be ill written, or too much embellifhed with opinions and 
diction, Every reader who poffefles judgment, while he avails him- 
felf of the abilities of an hiftorian, will exercife that judgment, and 
comment for himfelf upon any author he perufes. ‘This brief chro- 
nicle and record of the times, will, however, be convenient to refort 
to occafionally- There are likewife added, fome ufeful abftraéts re- 

lative to the government, population, &c, of the feveral ftates, 
PoLice. N. 
. 2%. The Heads of a Plan for Raifing the Money for maintain= 
A oo ig Paupers, bya New Method. In which the Deficiencies of the 

Old Syitem are pointed out, and the Author hopes, made good. 

8vo. 1s. Faulder, 1784. 

A vifionary fcheme for making the labouring poor maintain the 
defti‘ute poor, by fixing the rates of all kinds of labour, and the wages 
of fervants of all degrees, and railing the poor’s rate by a taxation or 
ftoppages out of their earnings and wages. Wedo not enter into the 
modification of the plan. Thofe who think it worthy their invefti- 
gation, will doubtlefs have recourfe to the pamphlet. 

MECHANICS. N ° 
Art. 28. Inanimate Reafon; or a circumftantial Account of that 
aftonithing Piece of Mechanifm, M. De Kempelen’s Chefs Player ; 

now exhibiting at No. 8, Savile Row, Burlington Gardens; il- 

luitrated with three Copper Plates, exhibiting this celebrated Au- 

tomaton in different Points of View. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Bladon. 1784. 

This is a tranflation of the Letters of Mr. C. G. Windith, con- 
cerning M. de Kempelin’s famous Automaton Che(s-Player ; origi- 
nally printed in German, at Bafil, 1783. by M. Chriitian de 
Mechel, Member of the Imperial Royal Academy of Vienna. The 
ingenious M. De Kempeven, who has conftructed feveral moft ex- 
traordinary and fingular machines, belide that which is the fubje&t of 
this article, is Counfellor of Finances to the Emperor, and Direétor 
of the Salt-works in Hungary. He was born at Prefburg, in 1734, 
and gave, very early, furprifing proofs of his mechanical genius. 
His Che/s-player has been long the fubjeét of converfation ; and many 

ef ywere fimple enough to affirm, both in converfation and in print, that 
the little wooden man played really and by bim/elf, (like certain poli- 
gicians at a deeper game) without any communication with his Con- 
flituent. 
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Sfiituent. It appears indeed, as yet, unaccountable to the fpefators, 


how the artift imparts his influence tothe automaton at the time of 
his playing, and all the hypothefes, which have been invented, by 
ingenious and learned men, to unfold this myftery, are but vague and 
inadequate ; but were they even otherwife, they rather increafe than 
diminifh the admiration that is due to the furprifing talents and dex. 
terity of Mr. de Kempelen, For were the loadftone, as is fuppofed 
by fome, the medium by which this myfterious influence is commu. 
nicated, the application of it to the produdtion of fo many different 
movements is ftijl as inconceivable as any thing elfe can be. The 
Author of thefe letters tells us a circumftance, which every one will 
not be very ready to believe; wiz. the candid acknowledgment of 
M. de Kempelen, that a great part of the celebrity of his automaton is 
due to the lucky method he has hit upon, of fafcinating the eyes of 
his fpeftators. However that may be, it is certain that this ingenious 
man has carried the powers of mechanif{m to an amazing degree of per- 
fection, as may be obferved in another machine of his invention, 
which fpeaks and articulates, diftinctly, a confiderable number of 
fentences, in different languages. ‘his /peaking organ is deemed a 
much more extraordinary invention than even the wonderful chefs- 

layer; notwithfanding the aftonifhing powers of the latter, who 
SA aaually encountered and deaten the beft players at that game; 
particularly, as we are informed, the celebrated Mr. Philidore. 

MEDICAL. 
Art. 29. Odfervations on the General Bills of Martality. By 
Hawes, M.D. 8vo. 3s. 1783. 

Thefe obfervations are fubjoined to a new edition of this writer’s 
Addrefs to the King and Parliament, of which an account is given in 
the Monthly Review for March 1783. 

It requires little reflexion to be convinced, that the table of difeafes 
in the London Bills of Mortality, furnifhed by a few ignorant women 

d fearchers, muft be very un‘cientific and inaccurate. Dr. Hawes 
@Fsipone through an enumeration of the particulars, in which he has 
not {pared the venerable filterhood, but with all the force of that cri- 
tical acumen once fo formidable to Mr. Weftley, has expofed their 
manifold errors and abfurdities. Unfortunately, however, while he 
has abundantly proved the infufficiency of the prefent bills for any 
medical or fcientific purpofe, he has not been able to fuggeft any 
practicable method of rendering them more perfect. This, we have 
reafon to believe, will be no eafy tafk. ; 

Along with thefe od/rvations, we have, ftitched up in the fame 
cover, though not correfponding in the numbering of the pages, fome 
Farther Hints for reftoring Animation, and for preferving Mankind 
againf? the pernicious influence of Noxious Vapours, or contaminated Air.* 
As thefe Sints are yet unfupported by experiments, we have only to 
fay of them, that fome appear to be ingenious, and worthy of atten- 
tion,—others crude and trifling. But why does not the projector him- 
felf put them to the teft of experience? Who can be fuppofed equally 
interefted in their adoption? A, 
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Laws 











Montniy CaTaLocug, Law. 309 


L aw. 

) Art. 30. Commentaries on the Laws of England, in Your Books. 
By Sir William Blackitone, Knight, one of the Juftices of his Ma- 
jefty’s Court of Common Pieas. The Ninth Edition, with the laft 
orrectic f the Author, and conttinued to the prefent Time, b 

Corrections of ¢t ’ p » bY 
: Richard Burn, LL.D. 8vo. 4 Vols. 11. 10s. Cadell. 1783. 
Although the corrections and alterations in this edition are not 
7 very important, they are, however, chiefly fuch as have been occa- 
fioned by the Aéts of Parl:ament paffed fince the publication of the laft 
edition ; and the Public are obliged to the proprietors of this valuable 
work, for engaging the afiiftance and fuperintendance of fo refpectable 
an editor as Dr. Burn: we regard it as a fecurity againft error, if 


; 
| 
| not as an earneft of farther improvements. ey ‘ 
n Re- 
; 








Art. 31. An Effay on the Nature and Operation of Commo 
coveries. By William Cruife, Efq; of Lincoln’s Inn, Author of 
the Effay on Fines, 8vo, 2s.6d. Brooke, 1783. 

This Effay is written in a lefs dry and lefs technical ftyle than the 

Effay on the Nature and Operation of Fines * for which, it now ap- 

pears, the Public are indebted to the pen of the fame ingenious Au- 

thor. The circumftances that gave rife to this moft complicated 
mode of transferring landed property, called a common recovery, the 
filions by which it is fupported, and the ufes to which it is applied, 
together with its legal confequences and effects, are explained with 

great accuracy and jucgment, and with as much perfpicuity as the 





0e@, nature of the fubject will admit. , 

Art. 32. A Letter to the Earl of Effingham on his lately pro- 
pofed A& of infolvency. By James Bland Burges, Efq; of Lin- 

' cogs Inn. 8vo, 2s. Cadell, 1783. 

THis Gentleman once more + takes up his pen to employ it in be- 


half of the unfortunate perfons to whom the expeéted relief of an in- 
‘ folvent 2ét was held out in the laft feflion of parliament. The bill 
:, brought in for that purpofe was rejected, principally on the grounds 
' of the fuppofed danger arifing to credit from the frequency of fuch 
; atts, the encouragement they gave to fraudulent debtors, and the 
confequent injuftice done to creditors, 
; Mr. Burges fully difcufles thefe feveral obje&tions that go to the 
principle of a// infolvent acts, as well as thofe which were made to 
the particular bill that was propofed Jaft year; and which, it feems, 
was drawn up by Mr. Burges, at the requeit of Lord Effingham. 
, Whether this pamphlet is meant by the Author asa kind of manual 
for the ufe of the noble perfons who efpoufed that bill, in order to 
arm them againft the formidable authority that was exerted to overs 
throw it in the laft feflion, we fhall not prefume to conjefture. With 
fuch a brief in his hand, we doubt not Lord Efingham will makea 
dittinguifhed figure in fupport of the caufe he has undertaken. 
ECCLESIASTICAL Law. A 
Art, 33. Lhoughts on Bonds of Refignation. By Mr. Ibbetfon. 
| Svo. Is. Faulder, 1783. 
A, 7 part taken by the Right Reverend Prelates in a late celebrated 








; _ © Reviewed in July, 1783, p. 83. 
‘t see our account of this Writer’s Con/fiderations on the Law of In- 
: Solvency, Pp, 120 of laf month’s Review. 
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decifion of the Houfe of Lords, by which, in contradiction to a Jon 
feries of precedents, general bonds of refignation were declared void; 
has been the fubject of much difcuffion. As it is hardly probable 
that this novel, and, to fay the truth, not very decent attempt of the 
Spiritual Lords to inftruét the learned Jupces in the law of the land, 
will be tamely acquiefced in, it feems highly expedient that an Act of 
Parliament fhould be paffed, in order to prevent the numerous and 
expenfive litigations that are likely to enfue, and to dec/are, or if it 
fhould be thought fit, to #ew-model the law, on principles of policy 
and found fenfe. 

The doétrine of the courts of Weftminfter Hall, refpecting bonds of 
yefignation, and fimoniacal contraéts, is ftated in this thort and fen- 

ble traét with perfpicuity. The Writer, though he feems tovrefent 
the conduét of the Bifhops, as founded in partiality, is no friend te 
bonds of refignation. He propofes that a bill fhould be framed for 
the purpofe of abolifhing all bonds of this kind, with a fingle excep- 
tion of fuch as ‘ may be entered into by a clerk at his prefentation, to 
refign his living when a particular fon of the patron fhall arrive at thé 
age of twenty-four years, and fhall then be ready to take orders, and 
to be inftituted to the faid living; the living, in cafe of the death of 
fuch perfon, or his declining to take orders, to be abfolutely vetted 
in the origina! prefentee.’ 

If it were poflible to colle&t, with tolerable accuracy, the fpeeches 
of the /earned (for fo we muft indeed flyle them, as well as reverend) 
Pitfres, on the caufe above alluded to, and likewife thofe of the 
Judges.and Lay Lords, they would form a valuable Appendix to this 
pamphlet, as they undoubtedly difplayed a very diftinguifhed thare of 
learning and ability. 

MATHEMATICS, T. 
Art. 34. 4 New Method for obtaining the Longitude at Sea. By 

William Fairman, Teacher of the Mathematics. 4to. 1s, Kear- 

fley. 1783. 

Mr. Fairman, to have dealt fair’y by his purchafers, ought not to 
have charged this zew method, &c. more than fix-pence: and we pre- 
fume our Readers wiil be of the fame opinion, when they are told thaé 
it is contained in twelve pages; which are thus occupied: Paget, 
Tile. 2. Blank, 3. Dedication, On the 4th. the Author tells us 
he will explain his method, if called on to doit. 5. 6. 7. Contain 
his mew method, which has been propofed feveral times, by others, 
before him; and. has once been publifhed by Heath, the author cf 
the Palladium, 9. An explanation of it. 10. 11. A requeft that 
Captains of fhips, and others, will make trials of it, and fend him 
teitimonies of its excellence, that he may obtain the reward offered by 
Parliament. P. 12. 1s, like the fecond,~blank! Ali this for One 
Suittinc! and the matter, at leaft, as deficient in quality as it isin 
qpgtity. If Mr. F. complains that we obftruét the Sale of his pub- 
lication ; we reply, that itis our indifpenfable duty, as Reviewers, to 
warn the Public againit literary impofition. 

OETICAL. WwW. 
Art. 35. The Voluntary Exile, a Poetical Effay. 4to. 18. 6d. 
Scott. 1784. 

This poetical invective againft the political ftate of the times, is 
written with fome allufion to the third fatire of Juvenal ; and is, per- 

haps, 
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haps, as exaggerated a picture of the Britifh government, and Britith 

manners, 2s that drawn by. the old Satirift was of Rome,.and the Ro- 

mans of his time. The Englith poet refolves to exile himfelf, becaufe 
his enflaved and degenerate country is no longer the feat of freedom. 

‘Tis true, he deems highly of the abilities and public virtue of Mr. 

Fox; but even this diftinguifhed patriot cannot detain him. He ree 

folves to fly, a willing exile, to diftant climes, 

© To live with Freedom, or with Freedom die— 
* * * * * 
‘ There, far remov’d from all tyrannic pow’r—’ | 
But he does not tell us whither he goes, We fhould have been glad 
to have known where this happy afylum for free-born fouls is to be 
found. Perhaps the difcontented bard emigrates to America: if fo, 
it is to be hoped, for his own fake, as well as for that of the New 

States, he will carry with him fome occupation more ufeful than that 

of fatire-making. 

Art. 36. Hope; a Poem. By S. Hayes, M.A. of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Uther of Weftminfter School. to, 
1s. 6d. Dodfley. 1783. 

This is, perhaps, the beft crop that Farmer Hayes has obtained 
from the Kiflingbury farm for fome years. Still, however, 
‘© The poppy grows among the corn.” 

To fpeak without a metaphor, this poem, in defiance of every im- 

preflion that the cheerfulnefs of its fubje&t might be fuppofed to com- 


municate, is dull, heavy, folemn, and foporitic. C-t-t, 


Art. 37. The Fourth Satire of Perfius, imitated, and much en- 
larged on, in Application to the Right Hon, William Pitt, 4to. 
1s. 6d. Bladon. 1784. 

‘ The cenfur’d Bard the cenfuring Critic hates, 
—Beware, Reviewers! Jeft I break your pates.’ P. 22 
Our Readers may take this invective againft Mr. Pitt, and review 
it, if they pleafe, for themfelves; for we, who brandifh no weapon 
heavier than a feather, fhould be fools, indeed, were we to hazard our 
pates, after fuch fair warning. 

Art. 38. The Progre/s of Politics; or, a Key to Prior’s Alma. 

Firft Canto. 18. 6d. gto. Cadell, 1784, 
Prior, in his A/ma, purfues a humourous thought with an agreeable 
flow of light eafy wit ; bat to imitate compofitions of this nature 
ith fuccefs, appears to call for even ftronger abilities than thofe 

Ves produced the model, to compenfate the want of originality. 

ut how is humour to be expected in ‘‘ the trifling production of two 
or three fleeplefs nights, occafioned by the prefent melancholy fitua- 
tion of our affairs.” The wonder is, how a mind thus difturbed 
by the fad faté of poor Old England, could find amufement by 
labouring at political trifling! Yet that our Author foothed himfelf 
by this kind of paftime, will appear from the general intention of 
his compofition, and from the following fample of it: | 
‘ This Alma, or Ambition’s mould, 

The Pittite party firmly hold 

To be diffus’d throughout the nation, 

‘The ftamp of public approbation ; 

Proclaims aloud the people’s voice, 

And fan@ifies the monarch’s choice ; 
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Prefides at town and county mecting, 
And promifes a courtly greeting. 

The Foxites, they again cry down 
Thefe bold encroachments of the crown; 
And freely fay (upon my word, 

With fimail refpect to George the Third), 
That ail addreffes thus colleéted 

Is {muggling royally protected. 

‘ Alma, they ready are to own, 

Sits cock-horfe on che Severeign’s throne: 
And each rafh boy, without a guide, 
Rais’d up by him, may get aftride: 

. But yet in vain he'll firive to ftir, 
Till Commons lend him‘whip and fpur. 
Though Sarcho like, in wooden flight, 
Sill prefling clofer to his matter, 
He wonders at his tow’ring height, 
And thinks he makes him go the fafter. 

‘ This once explain’d, ’tis clearly feen, 
What all the nerves and fenfes mean: 
What are they, but in other words, 

The fecret fpies, the back-ftairs lords? 
Like them, through eacn canal they roll, 
Bring up a fample of thé whole; 


1 And as the brain is ftrong or weak, 


More forcibly or feebly {peak. 
‘ Thos, whilft as judge the Sovereign fits, 
Receiving the attorney’s writs, 
Hearing the noble counfel plead 
His fight to juttify the deed, 
Of lords and bithops packs a jury, 
And then decides diwino jure.’ 

A reader fhould have Prior freth in his head, or clofe at his elbow, 
to underftand all this; and then he muft be a Ationg Foxite to relifh it. 

‘ Note, If the Public fhould find any amufement in the illuitration 
of this firft part of the fykem, the Author mzy be tempted to purfue 
the progrefs of it through the fubfequent cantos.’ 

We hope not, for the Author’s fake. When anxiety of mind de- 
ftroys our reft, the moft prudent courfe is to apply to fome fkilful 
apothecary. 

: ' RELIGIOUS, &. N. 
Art. 39. 4 Treatife on Baptifm. By the Rev. Matthew Henry. 

Abridged from the osiginal Manufcript, and now firft publifhed, 

by Thomas Rebins. izmo. 3s. bound. Buckland. 

A fuflicient account of this publication may be extracted from the 
advertifement prefixed toit. Having fpoken in high terms of the 
Author’s character, and other works, the Editor thus proceeds: 

‘ After the death of Mr. Henry (A.D. 1714), his friends found, 
among his papers, a large Yreati/e on Bapti/m, drawn up from an- 
cient writers with great care and labour, fairly tranfcribed with bis 
own hand, and ready for the prefs. Why it was not publifhed during 


his life is unknown ; and the fuddennefs of his death, at a diftance 
4 from 
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from his family, prevented his leaving any orders about it. Thofe 
into whofe hands it came, were not without thoughts of having it 
printed, but were difcouraged by the large fize of the controverfial 
part, which, they juitly apprehended, would obftruét its general ac- 
ceptance. But the friends of the Author were ftill uawilling that the 

a@ical part of the Treatife fhould be loft to the world, as 1t feemed 
well calculated for ufefulnefs; other publications on the fubject be- 
ing almoft entirely controverfial. 

By Mrs, Sarah Brett (now the only furviving daughter of the Au- 
thor) and others nearly allied to him, the Editor was prevailed upon 
to undertake the abridgment of the former part of the Treatife, and 
the revifal of the whole, in order to its publication, in a fize and form 
moft likely to be acceptable and ufeful. Being by Providence dif- 
miffed from his late ftation*, * and difabled for other minitterial fer- 
vices,’ he thought he could not better employ the hours he might re- 
deem from fecular engagements, than by completing the wok that 
he had before begun ; which he has effected, with much greater ex- 
pence of time and labour than he at firft apprehended. To contract 
a long chain of Jaboured arguments into lefs than a fourth part of its 
original extent, without material detriment to its ftrength or form, 
was found no eafy tafk; and to abridge the practical reflections of 
* fo peculiar and lively a writer,’ without deftroying the fymmetry, 
{fpirit, and popularity of the whole, proved little lefs difficult. * Each 
offfhefe has been attempted ; with what fuccefs, thofe who are bett ac- 
quainted with Mr. Henry’s compofitions mult judge,’ 

So far as we are capable of forming a judgment, we think Mr. 
Robins has well performed his part. . Mott readers, we apprehend, 
will be of opinion with us, that the work is at prefent fufficiently 
large, and that what has been omitted might very well be fpared. 
Probably fome may think that more might have been lopped off, 
without any real lofs. : 

Mr. Henry has certainly made the moft of his fubje®@, having con- 

nected with it the whole fyltem of Calviniftic divinity. It cannot rea- 
fonably be imagined, that the lawgiver of the Chriftian church in- 
tended the fimple rite of baptifm to include all that this author has 
found init. Imagination has in too many inftances beén employed, 
inflead of judgment. It mull, however, be confefied, thar Mr. Henry 
has given evident proof otf confiderable ability and learning in this 
performance, which is undoubtedly the mott popular defence of in- 
fant baptifm, and of the mode ot fprinkling, that bath appeared : 
we may alfo venture to fay, that it is the molt practical. The Cal- 
viniftical Baptitts will find fome of the Author’s arguments more dif- 
ficult to be anfwered than moft they have met wich ; and his addrefles 
to their feelings will be likely to arreft their judgments. Some re- 
SeBions, however, which he catts on their mode of baptifm (which 
perhaps the Editor might as well have omitted), may ferve as an ane 
tidote, as they are fcarcely confiftent with that candour and liberality 
which might have been expetied from the Author, and which, had 
he been now living, he would probably have difcovered. 


pd ious 





* As divinity tutor in the Diffeating academy at Daventrys The 
total lofs of his voice is the affliGion be alluded to. 
Rav. April, 1783. Y The 


°? 








314 MonTHLy CaTALocuE, Religious. 


The work is divided into feven chapters, of which the following 
are the titles: The Nature of Baptifm.—The Subjeéts of Bap:ifm.— 
Its Neceflity and Efficacy.—Of the Circumftances of its Adminiftra- 
tion.—Of the praétical Improvement of our own Baptifm.—Direétions 
to Parents concerning that of their Children.—Direftions what to 
do when we are preient where the Ordinance of Baptifm is admi- 
niftered. ; : 

‘Though it is well known that our ideas on certain dottrinal points 
confiderably differ from thofe of Mr. Henry, we muft pronounce this 
to be a very elaborate, methodical, aod ingenious performance; and 
we have no doubt that thofe of the Pedobaptifts, who have a relith for 
the other writings of this popular divine, ‘will think themfelves ob- 
liged to Mr. Robins for refcuing the work from oblivion, and for 
the pains he has taken to exhibit it in a form fo much more accept- 
able, than that in which the original, if pyblithed entire, would pro- 
bably have apeared. Pp 
Art. 40. 4 Catechifm for Children and Youth By Nathan 

Porteus. 12mo. 6d. Mancheiler. Printed by Wheeler. 1733. 

If the utility of the catechetical mode of religious inftrudtion be al- 
lowed (which many are inclined to difpute), it will fill remain a 
queftion, whether it be eligible to multiply catechifms, without fome 
great and manifeft fuperiority in doétrine, method, or language. 
The prefent publication, however well intended, hath no pretenfions 
to Originality, or diftin€tion in any of thefe refpeéts. P 
Art..41. 4 Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of Sarum, 

at the Primary Vifitation of that Diocefe, in the Year 1783, by 

Shate Lord Bifhop of Sarum, 8vo. 6d. Cadell, &c. 

This Charge well deferves the attentive perufal of all who are en- 
gaged in, or defigned for, the facred office. They will fce what 
they owe to their people, to the world, to their own characters, to 
their profetlion, and to. their God. The worthy Prelate thews, ina 
clear, concife, and energetic manner, that 1DLENESS is inconfiftent 
with, and incapacitates the parifh prieft &om a due difcharge of every 
part of his important office ; that the exertion of all his powers, of all 
his induftry, is requifite for the due performance of the work he has 
undertaken; that the employment to which he has, under the mot 
facred vows, dedica:ed himfelf, is reclaiming the vicious, awakening 
the fecure, fatisfying the doubrful, ftrengthening the wavering, re- 
covering the fallen, and being ufeful to all. He likewife thews, that 
worldly-mindednefs tends, equally with ia/ene/s, to diminith his weight 
with his people; to preclude all means of doing them fervice ; and 
eventually to defeat che effects of any good qualities he may chance 
to pofieis. 

The topics on which his Lordhhip infifts fuppofe the refidence of 
the clergy on their refpettive cures. Refidence, he fays, neceflarily 
refults from the very idea of an eftablifhed clergy. The manfion, the 
giebe, the endowment, manifeft the intention of the founders of 
churches, and of the legiflature. The pious views of the former 
were confirmed by the civil wifdom of the latter; each difcerning 
that the real purpofes of religion could never be promoted but by a 
refident clergy. Cogent as thefe motives muft be on worthy minds, 
there are others, he fays, which will affect them ftill more powerfully ; 
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the folemn engagements exprefsly ftipulated at ordination, and vire 
tually at inftitution. 

The whole of this Charge breathes a truly liberal, candid, and 
Chriftian fpirit, and fhews that his Lordthip is earneftly folicitous for 
the welfare of the clergy, the good of his diocefe, and the promotion 
of religion. . 

He juftly obferves, that if ever there was a period in the annals of 
this country at which it was more peculiarly incombent on the clergy 
to take heed to their ways, it is the prefent. Shamelefs profligacy, 
avowed libertinifm, infidelity, and fuperftition, in every fhape, are 
making a moft alarming progrefs. 

—— Quis talia fando, yo 
Temperet a lacrymis ! 
- - ww 
S ER MON S&S. 


Il. Te Nature and Extent of civil and religious Liberty, preached bee 
y fore the Univerfity of Cambridge, November the sth, 1781. By 
* Peter Peckard, A. M. Matlter of Magdalen College. qto. 1s. 6d. 

Cadel}, 

This very fenfible preacher appears to be a warm and ftedfaft friend 
to the intereft of liberty, civil and religious. Mr. Peckard very pro- 
perly fixes the idea of liberty, as fubfiiting between the two extremes 
of licentioufnefs, and of tyranny. Liberty, circumfcribed on all 
fides, and fupported by laws calculated to preveat men from making, 
and fecure them from fuffering encroachments. Perfectly aware alfo, 
that there is no greater flavery than what in a corrupt adminifiration 
may be eftablifhed dy Jaw, he adds fome very pertinent and feafon- 
able remarks on this part of the fubje€&t. He proceeds to reafon with 
no lefs ftrength, propriety, and candour, on the topic of religious 
freedom and the rights of confcience. 

This difcourfe is rendered rather peculiar by a number of references 
to notes added at the conclufion, amounting to fixty, which confill of 
fuitable quotations in Latin and Englith, and other obfervations illuf- 
trating the fubject. Throughout the whole, refpe& is had to fome 
pofitions that have been advanced, even in late years, to which an al- 
lufion is particularly made in the fellowing concluding paragraph of 
the notes. * A candid view of the foregoing extracts and obfervatio:s 
may be fufficient to convince any one of a fair and ingenuous mind, 
that the people of England have at all times had @ /rid and proper 
right to liberty, and that the lately revived doétrines of non-refittance, 
unconditional fubmiffion, and a power in governors fuperior to law, 
are totally falfe and groundlefs, But farther, when we confider the 
malignancy, the grofs and wil!ul mifreprefentation, the fcandalous 
calumny and defamation, with which they have been propagated, we 
muft be not only much grieved, but indeed much furpriied to find 
in fo enlightened an age, fuch a dreadful darknefs and perverfion of 
the human heart.—In Mr. Locke’s works we have a full and fair dif- 
cuffion of this moft important fubjeét, where the right to civil and re- 
ligious liberty is demonftrated to the entire fatisfaction of every rea- 
{onable man, in his treatife on Civil Government and Religious To- 
leration. But I have purpofely avoided making any reference to his 
authority, becaufe, it feems, that he is now found out to be a Party 

Y2 Writer. 
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Writer. He is fo indeed, and of a Party that has not many advocates. 
He is of the Party of trath, of reafon, and of found philofophy, of 
rational zcal for the glory of God, and the real happinefs of man; of 
univerfal, and difinterefted benevolence, of unfhaken veneration for 
the rights of human nature, and of unalterable good-will and friend- 
fhip to the glorious caufe of civil and religious liberty,’ 

One would think, that after the writings of Locke, Sidney, Tren- 
chard, Hoadley, Addifon, and many others of the fame excellent fpi- 
rit, not an enemy to freedom would have remained in this enlightened 
age and nation; and yet, fo it is, that fuch men are ftill to be found, 
even in a land of liberty! How fhall we account for this?—It mult 
proceed, no doubr, from the baleful influence of courts, the natural 
feil and feat of defpotifm,—aided by fome miftaken religious ideas ; 
for which, furely, much lefs allowance can be made in the prefenc 
improved times, than formerly, when the minds of our forefathers 
were fcarcely emancipated from the fhackles of Remith bigotry and 
foperftition, Why do not fuch people remove into France or Mo- 


rocco? i ° 
JI, Preached in Lambeth Chapel, at the Confecration of Edwar 

Lord Bifhop of St. David’s, and Chriflopher Lord Bbithop of Brif- 

tol, July 6, 1783. by William Jackfon, B D. Student of Chritt- 

church, and Preacher to the honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn. 

gto, ts. Rivington. 1783. 

A fenfible and ingenious apology for the conftitution of the church 
of England, particularly with re{peé& co thofe orders and inftitutions, 
which may be rather regarded as the provifions of human policy, than 
the prefcriptions of divine auchority. ‘The Author acknowledges that 
the origin of thofe proceedings is to be looked for, not inthe religion 
of Chriit tzken abftractedly as a rule of duty, but imal! thofe circum- 
flances which neceffarily belong to a public profeffion ! With re- 
fpect to the fubordination of minifters, flated forms of worfhip, the 
ufe of a decent and orderly ceremony, with whatever elfe is to be 
found as conftituting a part of ecclefiaftical difcipline, Mr. Jackfon 
obferves, that a]l of them may be juftified by the fame confideration, 
that chriflianity fo long as the piofeffion of it is to be maintained 
among men, and is meant to hold its place in the common intercourfe 
of the world, muft not be left on the footing of an indifferent {pecu- 
lation, for every man to prattife his own notions upon it I think no 
man of reafonable and difpaflionate enquiry, if he would examine the 
fubject in this view, can have ary clear conception how religion could 
be maintained at al! in fociety,upon fuch a fuypofition ! 

* On the footing of this maxim the Author {cruples not to affirm, 
that fuch inftitotions, ‘to far from being deroga:ory from the beauty 
and purity of chriflianity, are even neceffary to its {apport. 

He argues from analogy; and contends that the praclice of mo- 
rality and the maintenance of religion, ftand fo fur upon the fame 
grounds. Human Jaws and inftitutions do not confticure either vir- 
tue or religion, but may fairly be applied in both cafes to che fupport 
of them. We apply them only, as marking tha. line of act-on wnich 
we fuppofe likely to produce the greateft good. And in what con- 
cerns the public profeffion of religion, the regulations ariling from 
fuch forefight go to the maintaining a due order and fobriety ot con- 
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duét in the minifters of the church, to the checking each propenfity to 
carelefinefs and negligence. of which our bett habits partake fo rea- 
dily, and to the reitraint of capricious innovation in the fervice of 
that which is holy. The ordinances therefore of which we foveak, par- 
take of that which is a found definition of all Jaw, that ** it is the 
meafure of aStion in refpe& to man,” and are juftified at the fame 
time by the ends for which they are conftituted. Oa the ground of 
thefe principles, the Author vindicates the minifters of the church of 
Eng!and from the charge of * infincerityin conforming to its rites, and 


fubmitting to its articies, B..k. 


Ill. be Chara&er of Timothy ; or the early Knowledge of Scripture re- 
commended. A Sermon ‘to Children and young Perfons. Preached 


A. 4 at Hackney, May 15, 1783. By S, Palmer, 12mo. 3d. or 2s. 6d. 





per dozen. Buckland. 1783. 

Of (ermons fuch as this, the belt commendation is, that they are 
well adapted totheir defign. In this view the prefent difcourfe is 
entitled to the fame favourable reception, which a fimilar one on the 
character of Samvel met with. As the worthy Author is engaged in draw- 
ing up a feries of difcourfes on the Characters of Youth exhibited in 
scrip: ure, we hope he will ftudy general uttlity ; and confine himfelf 
to thofe obvious points of faith and practice which are level to the 
u der'tandings of young perfons, and which are of univerfal concern. 
Mr Palmer’s good fenfe will teach him that matters of doubtfal dif- 
putation, or obfcure refearch, in d:fcourfes for children, are exceed- 
ingly improper.—-We acknowledge the difhculty of the undertaking: 
for if difputable matzers are to be avoided in catechetical inilitusions, 
or fermons immediately calculated for the inftruciion of young perfons, 
it may be afked what is nor difputed? What article of faith hath not 
been called in queftion? What point of religious practice hath not been 
made a fubjeét of debate? If the bafis is to be extenfive, how far ought 
ir to e.tend ? Who fha!l draw the line? What thal! determine the li- 
mit between things effential and things circumitansia] ?— lo aniwer 
fuch queftions as thefe to general fatisfaction is abfolutely impoflible. 
What then is to be done '!—we can only give chis geveral reply— 
that we ought to be careful to lay the greatelt ftrefs on thofe points 
which have the fewelt difficuliies attending them, and which have at 
the fame time the moft apparent tendency to promote the great ends 
of virtue and piety. Smaller matters, if touched on, fhould not be 
placed in fuch a light as to imprefs an idea of their being of effential 
* moment.—After all, every minilter vil! adopt his own plan; and if 
he efleems a doctrine efiential, he will think it his duty to inculcate 
icon his audience, and to teach it to his catechumens. The Socinian 
will tell the Calviniit that he is wrong, and the Calvinift may retort 
on the Socinian :—and who will decide the difference ? [f we are 
tavght mutual forbearance by our difficulties, the principal diffcrence 
will be at an end. 

IV. 4 Difcourfe on Self- Knowledge ; preached in the Church of Ber- 
wick upon [weed. Augult 3, 1783. by Percival S:ockdale, 8vo, 

64. Law. 


Some jolt and ftriking fentiments, expreffed in forcible and elepant 





* The text 2 Cor. i. 12. Our rejoicing is this, the tetimuny of 
our conicience, &c. &c. 
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language, are feattered through this cifcourfe ; but, as a fermon, it 
wants ferioufnefs and fimplicity: and notwithftanding the outcry 
which the preacher raifes, about benevolence, candour, and for- 
givenefs, we are afraid that his manner is little calculated to make 
converts to the genuine fpirit and principles of the gofpel. There is 
fomething of trick and mechanifm in fuch difcourfes. The preacher 
appears to practife too much on the feelings and paflions of his au- 
dience :—He feems to aim at drawing attention to himfelf, either to 
be admired for that firft of human bonours, (as Mr. Stockdale fays) 
* intelectual genius ;’ or to have his faults * treated with all poffible 
tendernefs and refpect ??—The proverb is trite, but perfeAlly applica- 


ble to preachers of this defcription—‘** All is not gold that glitters.” k 
Se 


V. A Difcourfe fetting forth the dangerous Confequences of Enthu- 
fiafm and Apoftacy, with Cautions in order to draw the unwary 
from the Principles and Practices of the Methodifts. By a Member 
of the Eflablifhed Church. vo. 6d. Rivington. 1783. 

Dr. Johnfon, fpeaking of Dr. Watts, fays, that any church might 
have been proud of fuch amember. Of the prefent Writer, if he be 
not better than his * di/cour/e,’ we may on the contrary juftly fay, tha 
“¢ go church will be proud of him.” 0; 





FOREIGN CATALOGUE, 


Divinity, and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. 


Art. 1. Gefchichte der Entftehung, i. e. Hiftory of the origin, 
variations, and eftablifhment of the Proteftant Doétrine from the 
beginning of the Reformation to the introduction of the concord for- 
mulas, Vol, 11. Leipz. 8vo. pp. 518. 1784. 


HE firft volume was publifhed in 1781, and has raifed the repu- 
tation of the Author (Prof, PLan xe of Stutgard) tothat of the firft 
hittorians of his country, perhaps of Evrope.—‘‘ It is long,” fays a 
German critic in whom we may confide, ** Since we have read a 
** hiftory written with fo much tafle, and fach philofophical acu- 
** men as the prefent.”’ A third volume is fcon to appear, which 
will complete the work, When we have the whole we hall probably 
lay a full account of it before the public. 
Law. 
2. La Scienza della Legiflaxione.—The Theory of Legiflature by 
Car, GaETANO Fitancerti. Naples, 4 Vol. 8vo. 1783. 
This is the fourth or fifth Edition of a book lately publifhed which 
has met with much applaufe. 
Puysic. 
Art. 3. IIMOKPATOY= A®OPIZMOI, Hiprocratis Ap- 
* horifmi, Hippocratis et Celfi locis Parallelis illuftrati, Studio et curd 
Janssontt AB ALMELOvEEN, M. D. quibus acceffit Lud. Verhoofd 
Index Locupletiffimus. Loca paralle/a ex Boe ruaavii Comentariis, no- 
tulas addidit, Editionem curavit Axna Car Loxry, M.D. Paris, 
1784. 12Mo. pp. 373. 
If we can have any faith in French accounts of French editions, 
this fiould be a very corre&t copy of the Aphorifms of the father of 
medicine, 
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medicine, with their principal commentaries, enriched with many 

valuable notes of the prefent Editor. 

4. J. B. C. a Scnoznseck, M. D. Tentamen de Calore 
Animali, accedunt J, G. Leipenrrost, M.D. & in Acad, Reg. 
Duifourg. P. P. O. Super Pythagorico Mentem efle Numerum 
Confiderationes Medica. Duifourg, 4t0. 178°. 

This is one of thofe academical exercifes which ftudents in Ger- 
man Univerfities genera!ly fubmit to public examination, when they 
afpire to the higher degrees in their faculty, Nothing new is ever 
expected in them, unlefs one of their profeffors avails himfelf of the 
opportunity to communicate fume recent difcovery, or to propofe fome 
new dogtrine. The Writer of the prefent diffz:tation difplays abun- 
dance of medical erudition, but among his multitu/e ef quotations, 
we are furprized not to find the names of the Eng!ifh writers who have 
of late fo much illuftrated his fubje&t, fuch as Crawford, Letlie, &c. 
Prof, L——’s tract goes to prove, that numbers are in fact the ele- 
ments of all our ideas.—-We do not mean, always, to regifter fuch 
tra‘ts as thefe, the prefent we mention only becaufe a copy of it 
hath been fent as, 

MATHEMATICS, A4fronomy, Optics. 

5. LEffai de Frigonométrie Spherique.—An Eflay on Spherical 
Trigonometry, by Jounn Tremarey, Neufchatel, 8vo. pp. 270. 
178 
The whole do&rine of Spherics is here deduced from two fimple 

propofitions, contained in La Cai'le and de La Lande, After having 

gone over all the properties of fpherical triangles, copious applica 
tions are made to allironomy—And indeed the whole fcience of aftro- 
nomy, we are.informed, may be deduced from the Author’s formulas, 

Art. 6. Obfervations Afironomiques.—Aftronomical Obfervations 
made at Couloufe, by M. Daraquier, Member of the Academy of 
Infcript. of Touloufe, &c, Paris, 4to. 2 Vols. 1783. 

We have here a feries of the ufual aitronomical obfervations, from 
1748 10 1781; fome ofeful inftrudtions on the management of the 
pendulum ; and obfervations on the motion and magnitude of the 
Georgium Sidus. ‘ 

7. Supplement a POptique de Smith. Supplement to Smith’s Op- 
tics, containing a General Theory of the inftruments of Dioptrics. 
4t0. pp. 189, with Plates. Breft. 1783. 

Euler’s principles of Diopzrics, and the practical application of 
them, make up the contents of this book. 

NATURAL HisTory. 

8. Chriftallographie. Cryftallography, or Defcription of the 
Forms proper to all Bodies of the Mineral Kingdom, in their States 
of faline, flony, and metallic Combinations. By M. pz Rome’ pE 
L'Iste. 8vo. 3 Vols. Paris. 1783. 

Although this bein faét only a fecond edition of a well known work 
publithed by the fame Author in 1772, in 1 Vol. 8vo. the addi- 
tions however are fo very numerous, that this may more properly be 
confidered as an entire new publication. Eight plates, and a number 
of fynoptical tables of all known cryftallizations, form a 4th or fup- 
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plemental volume. Sets of models of the cryftals are likewife pre- 


pared under the direction of the Author. 

9. Voyage Mineralogique, i. e. Mineralogical Journey from Bruf- 
fels to Laufanne, through a part of Luxemburg, Lorraine, Cham- 
pagne, and Franche Comté, in the year 1782. By Count Grecory 
R****, Laufanne, 8vo. pp. 118. 1783. 

We hear that this traét is well worth the perufal of all who take 
pleafure in mineralogical enquiries. 
History. 

10. OF the excellent Hi/ory of Germany, of Micn. Inc. 
ScumipT, the Fifth Volume of the Oétavo Edition of U!m is jutt 
publithed. This brings the Hiflory down to the year 1544. An 
ample abftraét of the Firft Volume is preparing for our next Appen- 
dix. Books like this apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto. 

ux. L’ Art de vérifier les Dates. The Art of afcertaining the 
Dates of Hiftorical Faéts, Charters, &c. from the Nativity of our 
Lord, containing all the different Avras, and Succeflions of So- 
vereigns, &c. Vol. I. Fol. pp. 617. Paris. 

This is the firft parcel (/ivraz/on) of a third edition of this well 
known and very valuable work, 
GEOGRAPHY. 


12. Geographie Comparée. Comparative Geography; or Ana- 
lyfis of the Ancient and Modern Geography of all Countries and 
of all Ages. By M. Menrence, Hiftoriographer to the Duke 
d’Artois. 8vo. pp, 528. with Maps. Paris, 1783. 

This is a progreflive work. The prefent volume treats of Modern 
Spain; and we are affured that the Author has received fo much af- 
filtance from the learned of that kingdom, that it is by far the moft 
complete work on the fubjeét.—The fame Author has alfo newly 
publifhed four oftavos of a compilation, entitled, Choix de Le&ures 
Geographiques et Hifforiques, 1, e. Sele& Pieces for geographical and 
hiftorical Readers, arranged in the order that feemed moft effectual for 
facilitating the ftudy of the geography of Afia, Africa, and America, 
with maps. Both works are to be continued. 

13. Défcription Geométrique dela France. Geometrical Defcrip- 
tion of France. By M. Cassini pe Tuury, Director of the 
Royal Obfervatory of Paris. 4to. pp. 207. with a large Map of 
France, Paris, 1783. 

This is part of the refult of an undertaking firft fet on foot by Col- 
bert.—It contains the meafurement of near 8co great triangles in 
France, and will be followed by another volume, which will comprife 
many other materials tending to complete the great enterprife of a 
general and accurate map of France. 

44. Ltat prefent de la Ruff. The prefent State of Ruffia. 

8vo. pp. 206. Pererfb. & Leipzig. 1733. 

The fame work is alfo publithed in German, and both are faid to 
be tranflations out of the Dutch, written in 1778. by Dr. Van Won- 
zEL, who has been fix years phyfician to the corps of Cadets in 
Ruflia, The Author delivers many original obfervations ; he fpeaks 
with freedom, and not always to the advantage of Rufiia. 


TRAVELS. 
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TRAVELS, 
15. Voyage Pittore/que de la Grece. i.e. Pi€turefque Travels into 


Greece. By the Count de Cuotseyut GourFiEr. Fol. Paris. 

Of this fplendid and valuable work (which appears in Numbers) 
we have now the firit volume complete. It contains 126 plates, and 
with the laft or 12th number were delivered a title page, and a pre- 
face of 66 pages. A further account of this No, is referved for our 
next appendix. Accounts have been already given by us of the for- 
mer Numbers 
16. Voyage Pittore/que de Naples et de Sicile.—Pi@urefque Travels 

through Naples and Sicily. Fol. Paris. 

The fourth volume of this work is now publifhing, The choice of 
objects here reprefented is not altogether fo happy as the purchalers 
of this expenfive work may with. One would hardly expe, ina 

ublication of this nature, indifferent prints of pictures, ftatues, and 
other works of art. For an account of the firft volume, fee Review, 

Vol. LX VI. p. 465. i 

17. Voyage Pittorefque d: Sicile, &c.—Picturefque Travels into 
Sicily, Malta, and Lipasi.s By M. Hove, Printer to the French 
King. Fol. Paris. 

This work likewife appears in numbers, each containing 6. plates. 
The ninth and tenth numbers are juft publifhed.— The work has its 
merit, though not equal to that of the Count de Choileul. See Re- 
view Vol. LXVIII. p. 107 596. 

18. Voyage Pittorefque de la France. Picturefque Travels through 

France, Fol. Paris. 

A few numbers of thi. work have been publifhed, but we hear fo 
litle of its fuccefs, that we are not fure whether the enterprife hath 
not been Jaid afide. Our readers thall be regularly apprifed of the 
progrefs of the three above-mentioned publications, as alfo of the pre- 
fent, in cafe it poes on, 
1g. Reifen eines Franzofen durch Deutfchland. Travels of a 

Frenchman thiough Germany. 

The anonymous Author, we are aflured, is not a Frenchman, but 
a German of fome diltinction. It is fo ttrongly recommended to us 
that we with to be better acquainted with ic; as indeed with many 
other German publications, which become daily more and more in- 
tereiling, not only as objects of fcience, but alfo of polite iiteratere. 

ORIENTAL LITERATURE. 

20. Jon, Dav. MicHae is Orientalif:he und Exegetifche Bib- 
dintbec.—Oriental and Exegetica! Library. By Prof. Michaelis, &c, 
of Gottingen. 8vo, Francf. & Leipzig. , 

(his is a periodical work ; but by no means of a common famop— 
No publication that belongs to his plan, nor any new lighis thar il- 
luttrate oriental literature, efcape the notice of the very em:nent Edi- 
tor. He is free, perhaps fometimes too fanguine in his cenfures, 
The laft number publifhed is the 22d. 

21. Mufeum Cuficum Borgianum, Vellitris. Mluftravit J. G. C. 
Abier. Altonanus. 4to. pp. 172. lab. XII. Roma. i7%2 
22, Reifebemerkungen, i.e. Obfervations on a Journey to Rome. 

By J.G. C, ApLeR. 8y0, Altona. 1783. 


23. Lrevis 
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23. Brevis Lingue Syriace inflitutio. Audtore J.G. C. Aver, 
Altona. 1784. 

Thefe are fome of the firit but valuable effays of aman who, at an 
early period, promifes to be one of the firil culiivators of Oriental li- 
terature.—7I he Mufeum Cuficum contains a curious collettion of the 
coins of the Caliphs. The Journey to Rome relates chiefly to bib- 
lical and Oriental MSS. And the Author, having lately been ap. 
pointed Profeffor at Copenhagen, publifhes now the above Syriac 
grammar for the ue of his Pupils. 

24. DipyMi Taurinenfis, Litterature Coptice Rudimentum. 

Svo. pp. 119. Parma, 1783. 

England has of late contributed fo much toward promoting the 
knowledge of the Coptic language, that we could not delay an- 
nouncing the exiftence of this tract, although we have as yet no pre- 
cife character of it. 

ARCH £0LOGY, Claffcs. 

25. Les Navires des Anciens—The Ships of the Ancients con- 
fidered with refpeét totheir Sails, and the Ute that might be made 
of them in our Marine. By M. Le Roy, of the Royal Academy 
of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres, &c. Svo. pp. 240, with Plates, 
Paris. 1783. 

This book is intended as a fequel to T4e Marine of Ancient Naticns, 
by the fame Author, whofe well known erudition may atrraét the at- 
tention, not only of our fcientific thipbuilders, but alfo of cur emi- 
nent fcholars and antiquaries. 

26. Idilli di Mofco, &c. Idyls of Mofchus, Bion, and 7 heocritus. 
Tranflated into Latin Verfe by Count Bs Zamacna; and imo 
Italian by the Abbate L. M. BucneTi. 8vo, Milan. 1784, 

We mention thefe verfions chiefly on account of the copious anno- 
tations which the Italian tranflator is faid, by our Correfpondents, 
to have added to them. 

27. ANTQNIOT, &c. AntToni1 VILLA Chryfopetropclitani. 
Dialogus de Grecorum Scriptorum Leéctione. 8vo. pp. 03. Ferrariz. 
1783. 

We tranfcribe one paffage out of this book, which probably will 
charatterife it to our orthodox fcholars. Speaking of the Greek Fathers 
of the cherch, the Author fays, Digni enim yunt qguos hoc loco recordemur, 
utpote qui illi pro virili parte effecerint, ut integrum Grecum /plindorem 
retinerent, ac prorfus a barbarica effint labe alieni, This eflay 1» written 
in Greek and Latin; and, in point of ilyle, is faid to be worthy the 
age of Politian. 

Betrvres LETTRES, Poetry. 
28. Annales Poctiques. Poetical Annals, from the Origin of 
French Poetry. Vol. XXVI. 12mo. pp. 264. Paris. 1784. 

The lovers of the French Belies Lettres will find much entertain- 
ment in this well conducted compilation ; which is ftill in a progre’ 
five flate.— The greateft part of this volume confifts of anecdotes, and 
fugitive pieces of Chapelle. | 
29. Le Revoluzioni del Teatro Mu/icale Italiano.—Revolutions of 

the Maiical ‘Theatre of ltaly, from its Origéa to the prefent a 
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By STEPH. Artraca of Madrid. Vol.I. 8vo. pp. 411. Bo- 
. 1783. 
oe bioet of this book muft be interefting to many, and we hear 
+s mentioned in terms of high commendation, The Author is a Spa- 
nih Ex-jefuit. ! 
9. Scherzi di LasinDo.—Poetical Sports of Labindo—with 
the Motto Lufimus. 8v0. pp.142. Bern (a falfe date). 1784. 
This fame Labindo is the Count Fanron: pe Fivizzano.—We 
have read fome of his Odes, &c. in which we have, with pleafure, ob- 
ferved much of the eafe and elegance of Sapho and Anacreon. We 
cannot refit the temptation of inferting one here, not for the novelty 
of the fubject, which is a very ftale one, but as an inflance of the 
fimplicity of the Author’s ftyle: 


Senza face, e fenz’ Arco Quand’ ecco in un momento 
Piangeva un giorno Amore Gli balend ful’ volto 
Colto dai Numi al varco. Un raggio di contento. 
Al fuo diletto figlio Vide la vaga Joe, 
La bella Madre in vano Nelle di cui pupille 
Tergea pietofa il Ciglio. Par fi vaghegyi il fole: 
Fremendo fdegnofetto E’ in que vezzofi lumi 
Si lacerava il crine Trov6 la face e |’arco 
Si percuoteva il petto. Che gli rapiro i Numi. 


31. Carolo Primo. Charles the Firft King of England: a 
Tragedy. 8vo. Bologna. 1783. 

This tragedy is the work of Sig. Morescni, already known by 

fome poetical and rhetorical compofitions, Whar ftruck us moft is, 


| that fo calamitous a fubje& fhould have been chofen for an entertain- 


ment at the nuptials of a friend, at which this play was actually per 
formed. 


NoveEts. 


32. Faustin oder das Philofophifche ‘fabrhundert.—Fauftin ; or, 
The Philofophical Age. 8vo. 1783. 

A valuable Correfpondent has recommended this book to us as an 
excelleot novel, fomewhat in the manner of Candide.-—Our Readers 
thall hear more of it, 

33. TELEPHE, en Douze Livres.—Telephus :—in T welve Books. 

8vo. pp. 264. Paris. 17384. 

A philofophical novel, fomewhat in the maoner of Yelemachus. 
Telephus, the fon of Hercules, having taken an oath to refcueCaridea, 
a young lady who had been taken prifoner by the Celts, bs cee 
tures, in confequence of that engapement, are the fubject of this narr 
twe, The ftory appears to be ill condutted—but the fentiments 
and flyle are allowed to have fufficient merit to diftinguith this book 
from the multitude of fimilar publications. 

AERIAL NAVIGATION. 

34 Memoire fur la Maniere, &c.—Memoir on the fafeft, leaft 
expeniive, and moft effe¢tual Method of directing, at pleafure, the 
Acroftatic Globe. By M. Rosert, Geographer to'the King of 
France, Dijon. 1784. 

his memoir was communicated to the Academy of Lyons, and is 

Publifhed by their authority, though not as yet with any fan@ion of 

theirs. 
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theirs. ‘ Apply the zolipyle to the aeroftatic globe,’ fays the Ay. 
thor, ‘and the bufinefs is done.’ Three of thefe initruments, One 
about three feet in diameter, and the other two fomewhat {maller, are 
to be adapted to the poop of the machine, and by modifying the eva. 
poration of the water they contain, by increafing, decreafing, or re. 
moving the fire under them, an effect is expected fimilar to that which 
caufes fk)-rockets to afcend.—The thought no doubt is ingenious, 
bot experience moft evince the practicability of it. 

Both Montgolfier’s and Charles’s experiments continue to be re. 

eated all over Europe; but we hear of no real improvements.—The 
firft balloon that has croffed the fea has been Mr. Boys’s of Sandwich, 
which fell at Warenton, near Lifle—the particulars have been pub- 
lifhed in molt of our daily papers. 

*.* We have been favoured with MS. copies of two Memoirs of 
M. Doveret, read at the French Academy of Sciences, propofing 
two methods for fteering the aeroftatic machine. The one is founded 
on an hypothefis that the velocity of the wind is not equable, but al. 
ways acts by intermittent blaits, which muft affect varioufly the parts 
of a body fufpended in it, according as they prefent more furface re. 
Jatively to their quantity of matter. Of this an inftance is given in 
the clouds, which not only do not move with the fame velocity as the 
wind, but fome of which are alfo obferved to move fafter than others, 
though impelled by the fame force. On this principle the Author 
propofes to govern the machine by fpreading a fail on either fide as 
occafion may require; and admitting the principle, we mui allow that 
the means appear to us effeiual. The other method is to alter occa- 
fionally the center of gravity of the machine by fhifting, by means of 
a large vertical hoop furrounding the globe, the place of fufpenfion of 
the car. By this means it is expected that the direction of the machine in 
afcending or defcending, inflead of being perpendicular, will! become 
oblique, and other advantages are alfo pointed out,- which our limits 
will not allow us todwell upon bere. Should either of the expedients 
be tried and fucceed, thefe Memoirs will effe€tually eftablith the claim 
of the Author to the invention. 

MiscELLANIES. 

35- Difcours prononcés a I Academie Frangoife.—Difcourfes de- 
livered at the French Academy, on the 20th of February, 1784, 
ac the Reception of the Count de Choifeul Gouffier.  8v0. 
Paris. 

The praifes of d’Alembert are the chief topics of thefe difcourfes 
delivered by the Count de C. G. his fucceflor in the Academy, and 
by the Marqais de Condorcet the Dire&tor. We are happy, on this 
occafion, to learn, that the Count, the auther of the elegant Voyages 
pittore/ques de la Grece, is appointed French Ambaflador at the Porte. 
Of what fervice a man of fuch tafte and learning, in fach a ftation, 
may be to fcience, need not be fuggefted to thofe who are awase how 
much remains yet to be known of moft of the countries now under 
the Ottoman dominion. 

36. Recueil de Plaidoyers et de Difcours Oratoires.— A Collection 
of Pleadings and of oratorical Difcourfes, intended as Examples {or 


young Men, and proper to form them for Eloquence in genres 
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and for that of the Bar in particular. Vol. I. mt2mo. pp. 545. 

Paris. 1783-- ‘ 

This volome is likely to be fucceeded by two more, the whole is 
to confift of orations of feveral Profeffors of Rhetoric in the College of 

Louis le Grand. In the prefent we find thofe of the Father Geoffroy — 

We have read fome parts ofthefe Rhetorical Exercifes on various in- 

terefting topics, and think them well calculated for the purpofes for 

which they are intended. 

_ Ocuvres pofthumes de MonTesquiezu.—Pofthumous Works 

of Montefquieu. 12mo. pp. 239. London (a falfe date). 1783. 

Although this publication may not add to, yet, we are affured, it 
will not derogate from, the repucaiion of the illuitrious Author, Ie 
confills of four articles: 1. Arfaces and I/menia; apolicical novel, 

2, A Difcourfe held on the reitoration of the Parliament of Bour- 
deaux, IN 1725. 3. Confiderations on the Caufes of the Pleafure we 
derive from the Works of Genius and the Productions of the Fine 
Arts. 4. Sketch of an hiftorical Eloge of the Marthal Berwick. 

8, Traité fur la Conftitution des Troupes légeres.—A Treatife on 

the Conititution of Light Troops, and ontheir Ufe in War. To 

which is added, a Supplement on Field Fortification. 8vo. pp. 398. 

with 27 Plates, Paris, 1784. 

There feems to be enough of practical knowledge in this book to 
deferve the perufal of all thofe concerned in the conduct of military 
operations. 

39. Allgemeiner Zolltarif, &c.—Rates of Duties of all the Har- 
bours and Cuftom-houfes in the Ruffian Empire, except thofe of 
Attracan, Orenburg, and Siberia. Compiled by the Imperial 
Board of Trade, and confirmed by her Imperial Majefty, Sept. 27, 
1782, 8vo. pp. 208. Peterfburg. 1783. 

This authentic publication will no doubt be equally interefting to 
the merchant, the fpeculative politician, and the ftatefman. Ihe 
tariff of the year 1766 is hereby repealed ; and in the framing of the 
prefent cade, juit notions of trade and policy feem to have been 
confillred. 

40. Ausfiihrliche Abhandlung und vorfchlaze die Feuerfbrunfle 
xu verbuten.—A Complete Treatife and Propofals for prevenung 
Fires, and for extinguifhing them much fooner than is ufually 
done, By J. F. Graser, M.D. &c. 8vo. pp. 413. Deflau. 
1783. 

We have as yet received nothing but the title of this book. The 
me is toO important not to announce its publication as foon as 
poiidle, 

ELECTRICITY. 

4". Récherches Phyfiques fur [ EleGtricité. i.e. Philofophical in- 
quiries concerning Eleétricity. by M. Marat, M.D. &c. 8vo. 
PP.4°1. Paris. 1782 
The reputation of the Author is already fo well eftablithed by his 

former works on fight and fire (See our Review, Vol. LXII. p. 546. 

LAIV. p. 300. and LXVIIL. p. 293.) that we fhall fearce add to it by 

an ample review of the prefent, with a copy of which we have 

been favoured. As it is already of fo old a date, and as foreign ar- 
I ticles 
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ticles prefs hard upon us for our next Appendix, we, though with re. 
luétance, think ourfelves obliged to difmifs this work with a bare an. 


mounce. Pi. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


*.* Dr. Priefiley hath accufed us of ufing an improper liberty, in 
bringing forward any part of Mr. Wife’s Letter, which he fuppofes 
was not intended for publication. Mr. Wife, however, is the bef 
judge of his own intentions. Since the appearance of our laft Num. 
ber, we have received another letter from that gentleman, in which he 
finds no fault with us for publifhing what we save, but for what we 
have mot. The length of his former letter was our only objection to 
the prefenting it to our Readers in its full and original ftate. As we 
with to give the moft perfect fatisfaCtion to every learned and candid 
Correfpondent, we will tranfcribe a paflage from his lait favour, 
which he judges neceflary, in order to give the Public a clear idea of 
his fentiments. ‘ Juftin thought (as did all true Chriftians) that the 
Maker of the univerfe (by which phrafe he diftinguifhes the only true 
God), was the God of the Jews, the only God of the Jews, in the 
abfolute and incommunicable fenfe; and that the Logos, who after- 
wards was the Chrift, was his principal Angel, who appeared for 
God as God, and THEREFORE was called God ; and in a fecondary 
fenfe was God ; partaking (as another writer expreffes it), ix the ho. 
wour paid to God, That this is Juftin’s fenfe, is declared in fo many 
places, that to produce them al! would require much trouble in tran- 
fcribing,’ 

The paffage which our Correfpondent produces as much to our pur- 
pofe, againit che conclufions of Dr, Prieftley, hath been confidered 
very much at large, both in our Review of his Reply, and his Vindi- 
cator’s Remarks. (Vid. M. Rev. for Sept. and O&. 1783.) 

N. &. The Reviewer of the prefent controverfy had never the plea- 
fure of reading Mr. Wife’s former publication, intitled ** The 


Syftem,” B..K, 


§t§ Our thanks are due to W. T. who, in a letter dated Feb. 17, 
has favoured us with fome hints on the ufe that might be made of air 
balloons for the purpofe of practical aftronomy. Before we iniert it, 
we beg lezve to fuggeft to him, that the vapours in our atmofphere are 
not the only obftacles to the ufe of great magnifying powers of telef- 
copes, bat that the diminution of light which decreafes in the inverfe 
ratio of the iquares of the powers is a much greater impediment to 
the application of thofe powers, and which will not be in the leatt 
obviated by the obferver being fituated in a very rarefied aud pure 
atmofphere. © 

As to balloons being made to rife merely by forming a vacuum in 
their cavities, we muit obferve, that if the balloon confit of flexible 
materials, there mult always be an elafticity in the infide to counteract 
the preffure of the external atmofphere, and that a vacuum has no 
elafticity whatever. As to making globes of folid fubitances, fuch as 
copper, which was Lana’s {cheme, it has already been found imprac- 
ticable, fince, if made fo thin as to enable it to float when exhaufted, 


it will haid!y be ftrong «nough to refift the preffure of the atmofphere, 
nor 
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nor indeed can it ever be formed with fo mathematical an accuracy 
gs to render it equally ftrong in every point, which is abfolurely re- 
quilite if the experiment is to fucceed. PL 





tit Mr. Thicknefle’s favour is received.—It has been often faid, 
that this gentleman is rather ‘* captious, and frequently involved in 
difoures ;” and he has honefly acknowledged the charge*. Confiit- 
eatly with this propenfity, he now feems difpofed to quarrel even with 
his old friends the Monthly Reviewers, But they will not quarrel with 
him; and when his next work comes ont, they will certainly review it; 
though he warns them to deep off. Surely this halty Correfpondenc 
does not mean to fright the poor critics from their duty !—-He thinks 
they have not preferved their wonted impartiality, in mentioning the 
Citizen’s anfwer to his Defence of Pere Pajcal+. But, is Mr. T. him- 
felf an impartial judge in his own caufe?—Oh! but he tranfmits to 
the Reviewers a letter from a MepicaL,WanbDerRer 3 who Coalefces 
with him in the charge exnibited againft them, of iaconffency, as well 
as partiality. Wis brother Wanderer, however, addrefies them with 
that polirenefs which enti:les him to an anfwer equally decent and 
temperate; and it may be conceived in a few words. 

When we perufed Mr, 1's, pamphict, we heard only his own ac- 
count of the matter in difpute, ‘between him and the nobleman. to 
whom it was 2ddreffed. In reviewing matters of perfonal altercation, 
we make it arule to bear in miad, not only Horace’s eudt alteram 
partem, but Solomon’s, ‘* He that is firlt in his own caufe feemeth 
jut; but his neighbour cometh aad fearcheth him.” And fo it was 
with refpect to Mr. T’s anonymous anfwer, We conceived that the 
*© Citizen’s” not ill-writsen vindication of tre noble lord, deferved a 
candid perufal, and a fair report of its merits. We thought it our 
indifpenfable duty to ** hear al! ; and then let Juftice hold the feale.” 

But if it be true, that jutlice is blind, it 1s poffb/e that the may err ; 
and Mr. T. is welcome to confole himfelf with the conclufion, that 
this was the cafe, when fhe allowed any degree of weight in the fcale 
of his antagonilt. Pollilily, too, this may hereafter be inferred in re- 
return, Ly the Citizen, if Mr. ‘1’. thould vouchfafe him a reply, and 
fhou!d the fame candour be manifeited towards our old friend, which 
we always with to pre’erve, in regard to every honeft and well-mean- 
ing writer. And may it ever be borne in mind, by our candid read- 
ers, that when an advocaic has well pleaded his canfe, it is the defire 
of the Monthly Reviewers to do juftice to his abilities, without ine 
trufively, and over-oflicioufly, entering into the merits of that caufe. 





ttt The Correfpondent who, obligingly, figns his Letter ‘* A Core 
dial Well-wifher to the Monthly Reviewers,” will not wonder at our 
frequently coniigning works of MeRiT to the Catalogue part of our 
rest when he reflects on the unequal proportion of our limits, to 
the in€reafing multiplicity of the publications which our plan obliges 
Us tO notice : a circumftance which renders it abfolutely neceflary for 


ss 





_* Vide our account of ** Pere Pafcal, a monk of Montferrat, vin- 
dicated,” &c. Rev, Aug. 1783. p. 168. 
t See our very fthort mention of ** A Letter to Philip Thickneffe, 
Efq. By a Citizen.” Rev. Feb, laft, p. 16c. 
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ws to embrace every opportunity, not only of abridging our growing 
labours, but of making room for /ome mention, though ever fo brief, 
of thofe productions of the prefs which have too long waited for a 
pidce in our Journal. 

Weare glad to meet this Correfpondent’s hearty approbation of the 
propofed enlargement of our Appendixes, as well as of our new plan of 
a Foreign Montuty CaTa.tocue, Our acknowledgments are 
likewife due for his intimation of fome new editions of Claffical 
Authors, which he juftly confiders as proper objects of a Reviewer’s 
attention. If thofe editions do not efcape our Collector’s affiduity, 
we fhall certainly notice them. 





Sl] A Correfpondent at Oxford charges us with mifreprefenting 
Dr. Woodefon’s meaning, in a paflage in cur remarks on his Elements 
of ‘Juri/prudence: See Review for lafi Month, page 170. |. 36. In 
juftification of the paflage on which we there animadvert, this Cor- 
refpondent fays, that we have wholly miftaken the writer’s meaning, 
and that we have been led to the miftake by underftanding the phrale 
all the fubje@s of a fate. as fynonymous with the prefent members of the 
community : he afferts, *‘ that it would have been fairer criticifm to have 
faid, that this doctrine plainly fuppofes, that if all the members, 
rulers a3 well as fubjeéts, agree together, fuch confent is then revo- 
cable—that the whole community, as it exifts entire at any given time, 
is equal in power to the whole originally, and therefore may alter, 
and even change entirely, the conititution they eftablifhed.”—We 
honeftly confefs, we did underttand the terms all the /ubje@s of a fate, 
as fynonimous with the prefent members of the community ; tor we fup- 
pofed it to be an agreed point, that, where political freedom is en- 
joyed, all the members of the community, both rulers and ruled, are 
fubjects of the ftate, that is, of the laws and conftitution. If we were 
right in our idea of the meaning of this phrafe, and underftood it in 
the fenfe which Dr. W. meant to convey, our inferences, though cer- 
tainly not intended by the Author, appear to us fairly deducible from 
his pofition. If we miftook his meaning, and the Dr’s. apologift has 

iven the true one, the writer has advanced in this paflage, if not an 
sll-digefied, however, a dangerous principle: for, if it be true that 
the governed cannot, when they find it neceflary, revoke the trutt 
which they have delegated to their governors, and new-model their 
political conftitution, tyranny and defpotifm are evils which admit of 
no remedy ; fince it is not to be expected that tyrannical rvlers will 
make a voluntary furrender of their power. The truth is, that ina 
free ftate the notion of an oppofition of interefts between the go- 
vernors and the governed 1s fruitful of mifchief, and is wholly with- 
out foundation ; for the whole body is under the authority of the laws 
and conftitution, and each member fills up his ftation in the commu- 
nity, be it higher or lower, for the good of the whole. BE 





A. B.’s favour was returned Apri! 28; and directed, as defired, to | 
be left at Mr. Becket’s, No, 82, Pallmall. 
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